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HOSPITAL STAFF MAKE THEIR MARK ON SCREENING CAMPAIGN 


STAFF at a Black Country hospital are 
backing a national campaign urging more 
women to undergo vital cervical screening 
- by smearing lipstick across their faces. 
Sandwell Hospital’s gynaecology depart¬ 
ment has posted a #SmearForSmear selfie 
in a bid to encourage women to take up the 
test. 

Former TOWIE star Danielle Armstrong 
has already posted a lipstick-smeared selfie 
on her Twitter account to show support. 

Meanwhile DIY SOS presenter Nick 
Knowles is also backing the campaign by 
the charity Jo’s Cervical Cancer Trust, after 
his ex-wife was diagnosed with the disease. 
Recent national statistics showed that 
The medical staff, backing the campaign nearly a third of women in Sandwell and 



Birmingham who are eligible for smear 
tests failed to attend their appointment. 

Sara Greenway, of the colposcopy team at 
the trust, said: “Cervical cancer is prevent¬ 
able and screening is the most effective way 
to help us identify the disease at an early 
stage. We are supporting #SmearForSmear 
in a bid to encourage more women to get 
tested. It is important for women to know 
that screening is very simple and quick. 

“We understand that there are many rea¬ 
sons why women would not want to attend 
their appointment when they are invited. 

“Many are fearful about the procedure, 
but the most common reason they give us 
for not attending is that they could not 
find the time to attend. And yet, if cervical 


cancer is identified too late, women might 
not have much time left for themselves and 
their loved ones.” 

In Sandwell around 31 per cent of women 
have not shown up for their test, while the 
figure in Birmingham is even higher with 
34 per cent not attending. Cancer survivor 
Leah Ferris, aged 29, from Bearwood, is 
backing the campaign. She said: “I am sup¬ 
porting the #SmearForSmear campaign be¬ 
cause I will be forever grateful for the smear 
test that saved my life.” 

Cervical screening saves 5,000 lives a year 
in the UK. It detects changes in the cells or 
the cervix at an early stage. Women from 
the age of 25 to 49 will receive a letter every 
three years inviting them to take a test. 


Demolition on way for community hub hit by arsonists 


VANDAL-MAGNET 
CENTRE SET TO GO 


POLICE 

Apology for man 
held on remand 

A TOP detective has apologised to a man 
who spent three months in prison after 
being wrongly suspected of killing a West 
Bromwich mother. 

Leroy Sterling, aged 63, was jailed for 
life after being found guilty of murdering 
his 26-year-old ex-partner Wendy Mann. 
The jury was told at the end of his trial that 
Trevor Tyndale, 53, who was seeing Miss 
Mann before she died, was initially sus¬ 
pected of killing her and was remanded in 
custody for three months. Mr Tyndale was 
later eliminated from the investigation. 

Det Insp Martin Slevin confirmed police 
had apologised to Mr Tyndale who Sterling 
had previously bludgeoned with a hammer. 
• Jealousy - Page 8 

TRIBUTE 

Date is set for Grigg 
blue plaque honour 

A BLUE plaque honouring Black Coun¬ 
try-born Dandy cartoonist Charlie Grigg 
is to be unveiled in May. 

The tribute will be installed at Rood 
End Primary School 
in Oldbury, where 
Mr Grigg attended 
as a child. Mr Grigg 
sketched the fa¬ 
mous comic char¬ 
acters Desperate 
Dan and Korky the 
Cat, seen by gener¬ 
ations of children, 
for more than 20 years. He was also re¬ 
sponsible for creating the front covers 
of the Dandy’s annuals between 1966 
and 1987. He died aged 97 in 2013. 



Charlie Grigg 


A FORMER community centre is set to be de¬ 
molished after it was badly damaged in arson 
and vandal attacks. 

The run-down building in the Black Patch area of 
Smethwick, previously known as the Merry Hill Commu¬ 
nity Centre, has been vacant for around a decade. Coun¬ 
cillor Paul Moore, cabinet member for regeneration at 
Sandwell Council, announced the demolition plans. 

He said officers had made the de¬ 
cision to demolish the building on 
Foundry Lane because it had been 
‘completely destroyed’ by vandals. 

He added: “In recent times, the 
building has been a regular target 
for vandals and has attracted an¬ 
ti-social behaviour. It has now be¬ 
come a dangerous structure. 

“Various attempts to secure 
the building against vandals have 
proved to be unsuccessful and now 
it has been left in a state that the 
only thing to be done now is for the 
council to demolish it. 



Activities 

“Apart from being a danger, the 
building is now a general eyesore 
for people in the area and we are to 
knock it down and clear the site.” 

The building, near to Winson 
Green prison, has been left empty 
and in a burnt-out state. The cen¬ 
tre previously offered a variety of 
activities including parent and tod¬ 
dler groups, youth and after-school 
clubs, afternoon tea dances, health 
and fitness clubs. There are no 
longer any council-run community 
centres left in Smethwick while 


The former Merry Hill centre 

other towns have at least one. But 
a voluntary-run centre, Bangla¬ 
desh Islamic Centre, on Lewisham 
Road, will still run in Smethwick. 

Plans for the site are yet to be 
decided but ward councillor, Roger 
Horton, said the building is an 
‘eyesore’ and demolishing the 
building is a ‘good idea’. He said: 
“We’re not sure what’s going to 
happen after it’s been demolished 
yet but it’s better than having the 
eyesore building left stood there.” 

Plans have been submitted to 
Sandwell Council and demoli¬ 
tion work is expected to start this 
month, and be completed mid- 
April. 


Birdwatchers flock to nature reserve 


BIRDWATCHERS in Sandwell joined 
more than half a million across the 
UK in this year’s annual Big Garden 
Birdwatch. 

Organised by the RSPB, the world’s 
largest garden wildlife survey is now 
in its 38th year and took place over the 
weekend, finishing on Monday. 

The public was asked to spend just 
one hour watching and recording the 
birds in their garden or local public 
space, then send their results to the 
RSPB. 

At the Nature’s Reach Visitor Cen¬ 
tre at Sandwell Valley Nature Reserve 
people flocked from across the Black 
Country to join in with the survey. 

Daniel Hayhow, RSPB conserva¬ 
tion scientist, said: “With over half a 
million people now regularly taking 
part, coupled with more than 30 years 
worth of data, Big Garden Birdwatch 
allows us to monitor trends and helps 
us understand how birds are doing. 

“With results from so many gar¬ 
dens, we are able to create a ‘snapshot’ 
of the birds visiting at this time of year 
across the UK.” 

In response to demand, for the first 
time this year the Birdwatch took 
place over three days, including Mon¬ 
day, giving workers the opportunity 
to take a screen break and participate 
from their office gardens. 

Results will be published in March 
2017. Go to www.rspb.org.uk/bird- 
watch for more details. 



Hannah Groves, age 11, and Jake Groves, seven, from Quinton, at the RSPB reserve 


FAMILY 

Parents unite in 
battle for centre 

MOTHERS have united against plans to 
shut and move a children’s centre in Cra- 
dley Heath. 

Sandwell Council bosses say they are 
not renewing the lease on Cradley Heath 
Children’s Centre on Valley Road when it 
ends in March, but on Monday, families 
unhappy with this decision displayed a 
banner in protest. The centre’s support for 
young families includes baby clinics and 
parent and child sessions. 


INSIDE 


REMEMBERING 
CAPT PHILLIPS 









t M M ^ M Ring Back: We dead ring you when 1 minute away 

search for County Cars search for County Cars gpc Tea * Back! We text yQUf ^ one when 1 minute away 


vTvirTir'i 


Cooatr 


Precook and Track Your Taxi froir 1PP V l £ll|aU9j 


^dependent on mileage 





















































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 2, 2017 


2 CONTENTS 


RHODES 

4 

LETTERS 

7 

COMPETITION 

13 

AREA FOCUS 

14 

FAST TICKET 

23 

PROPERTY 

31 

SPORT 

47-48 

CONTACT US 


EDITORIAL: 

Tel: 01384 353201/01384 353205 

E-mail: sandwell.chronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 

SPORTS: 

Tel: 01902 319453 

E-mail: chron.sport@expressandstar.co.uk 
PHOTOGRAPHIC: Tel: 01902 319430 
E-mail: picturedesk@expressandstar.co.uk 
ADVERTISING: Nicola Cope 
Tel: 01902 319573 

E-mail: nicola.cope@expressandstar.co.uk 

PROPERTY: Colin Bailey 

Tel: 01902 313131 ext 3731 

E-mail: colin.bailey@expressandstar.co.uk 

MOTORING: Jayne LaHiffe 

Tel: 01543 465344 

E-mail: jayne.lahiffe@expressandstar.co.uk 
CLASSIFIED: 

Tel: 01902 317878 

E-mail: my-classified@expressandstar.co.uk 
DISTRIBUTION: Paul Jones 
Tel: 01902 319990 

E-mail: p.jones@expressandstar.co.uk 

Sandwell 

CHRONICLE 


51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Open Monday to Friday 9am-1 pm and 2pm-5pm 

www.yourchronicle.com 


DCNTNISSrOU* 

Express A Star 


EVERYDAY 


PETER RHODES 

The man 
who takes 
a sideways 
ook at life 


EVERY SATURDAY 


NIGEL HASH LOW 

He always 
tackles the 
hot topics, 
head-on 




Stroll on, for group's 10th anniversary 



Front - organiser Marva Green 


A COMMUNITY adult walking group 
for all ages and abilities has taken a 
10th anniversary milestone in its stride! 

‘Track Start’ at Sandwell Leisure 
Trust facility, Tipton Sports Academy 
on Wednesbury Oak Road, is for anyone 
who feels that they would benefit from a 
more gentle form of exercise. 

Participants use the athletics track at 
Tipton Sports Academy, which means 
that there is less impact on joints com¬ 
pared to walking on the pavements - and 
it also provides a safer and more secure 
environment away from traffic, etc. 

The group was started by Marva 


Green, Recreation Attendant and Walk 
Leader at Tipton Sports Academy, and 
attracts young mothers with children in 
buggies up to elderly folk aged 90-plus. 
It’s also wheelchair-friendly and any 
medical conditions are taken into con¬ 
sideration. 

Marva (aged 39 from the Kates Hill 
area) said: “Hundreds of people have 
benefited from the sessions during the 
last decade - by not only improving their 
health and fitness levels but also enjoy¬ 
ing the social aspect during the walks 
and over a cup of tea after the session.” 

She’s received many thank you letters 


and cards over the years including a re¬ 
cent one from Tipton Police Community 
Support Officer, Emma Duffield, who 
has taken part herself may times and 
said: “Marva does a wonderful job with 
the local community. She has a very 
professional approach to the sessions to 
ensure that participants improve their 
health and at the same time she makes 
it a pleasure for everyone taking part.” 

‘Track Start’ sessions take place every 
Wednesday 10.30-11.30am at Tipton 
Sports Academy and all are welcome. 

For further details telephone 0300 
012 0121. 


Staff in eggs scheme to 
control goose numbers 


COUNCIL workers interfered 
with more than 250 goose eggs 
last year as part of controversial 
measures to control the popu¬ 
lation of the birds at Sandwell 
parks and beauty spots, it has 
been revealed. 

Sandwell Council came under fire 
for culling Canada geese in an effort 
to reduce numbers. 

Bosses agreed to end the cull following a 
huge backlash from campaigners but have 
said they will continue with other methods 
such as pricking and oiling eggs. 

The authority became embroiled in a 
storm when it emerged 220 geese from Tip- 
ton’s Victoria Park and Dartmouth Park in 
West Bromwich were killed over a two-year 
period. A Freedom of Information request 
has now revealed 189 eggs were pricked 
and another 80 oiled during 2016. 

Pricking eggs involves using a pin or 
needle to make a hole in the shell of the 
egg, while oiling eggs sees them coated with 
liquid paraffin. Both measures prevent the 
development of the bird embryo. 

Risks 

Ian Carroll, who has campaigned against 
the council’s previous actions to control 
the number of geese, said that this method 
was ‘preferable’, but highlighted that there 
were still risks. 

He said: “They shouldn’t prick all of the 
eggs, because without any goslings to take 
care of the geese may move on to places 
where they are not wanted, to more uni¬ 
form parks rather than nature reserves. So 
they need to be careful with this method 
that they are not just displacing the geese.” 

The figures showed most of the eggs 
pricked were at Sandwell Valley Country 
Park. A total of 86 were pricked at Priory 
Woods nature reserve, 54 at Forge Mill 
Lake and 20 at Swan Pool. Another 29 were 
pricked at the Sheep wash nature reserve. 

Oiling of eggs has been mostly focused 
on the two parks where the geese cull at¬ 
tracted so much controversy — Dartmouth 
Park and Victoria Park, Tipton, with 31 
and 27 respectively. 

Eggs were also oiled at Victoria Park, 
Smethwick, West Smethwick Park, Smeth¬ 
wick Hall and Red House Park. A total of 
22 were oiled across the four sites. 



Students offer help to parents 


Katie Gibbard and Kieren Barrett visit Sandwell Hospital with food and drink for the parent’s kitchen 


CARING youngsters from a 
Sandwell school are taking part in 
a project where they are supplying 
parents of seriously ill children 
with refreshments in hospital. 

The students from The Westmin¬ 
ster School, in Rowley Regis, are 
visiting Sandwell Hospital’s Chil¬ 
dren’s Ward every week to stock 
up the parent’s kitchen with food 
and drink. Katie Gibbard, aged 17, 
and Kieren Barrett, 18, are two of 
the students who visit the West 
Bromwich site with a supply of tea, 
coffee, fruit, juice, milk and sugar 
as well as bread, cheese and butter, 


so parents can make themselves 
sandwiches. Feedback has already 
been positive. One mum said: “It 
really means a lot and we really 
appreciate everything you have do¬ 
nated to us.” 

The scheme, called Project Esme, 
will involve up to 38 students, aged 
16 to 19, making the journey to 
hospital on a rota-basis. 

Katie said she had experienced 
first-hand the difficulties families 
of sick children face, after her sis¬ 
ter was taken ill three years ago: 
“I wanted to do something for 
the hospital after my own sister 


was treated here,” she explained. 
Kieren added: “I am really proud 
to be taking part in something like 
this.” 

Project Esme is the brainchild of 
assistant head teacher Ben Taylor, 
whose daughter was recently taken 
ill and treated at another hospital. 

Ward manager Sharon Hale 
added: “It’s wonderful for the 
parents to have these things here. 
Sometimes they are unable to 
leave the ward as they want to be 
by their child’s side. Now this extra 
supply of food and refreshments 
mean they can stay on the ward.” 


Borough 
in deal for 
new play 
sessions 

NEW play centres will launch across 
Sandwell to replace a long-standing ser¬ 
vice which is to close after losing out on 
funding. Sandwell Council has agreed a 
deal with four voluntary groups to deliv¬ 
er after-school sessions. 

Concerns were raised by parents 
when it emerged Sandwell Adventure 
Play Association (SAPA) had lost out on 
£300,000 after its application for fund¬ 
ing was turned down. 

SAPA has been based in the borough 
for almost 50 years providing childcare 
services after school and during holidays 
for working parents. Council bosses have 
now confirmed the cash will instead be 
used for a series of new sessions. 

They will be run by the Murray Hall 
Community in Rowley Regis, The Al¬ 
bion Foundation in Smethwick, Cre¬ 
ative Academies in West Bromwich, 
while Groundwork West Midlands will 
run sessions in Tipton, Oldbury and 
Wednesbury. 

Details of where the sessions will be 
held will be announced over the com¬ 
ing weeks, the council said. Sandwell 
Council leader Steve Eling said: “We 
are absolutely committed to funding 
good quality, well-organised, free play 
sessions for children and we’re now fi¬ 
nalising arrangements with the success¬ 
ful groups to start their new clubs and 
groups at the beginning of April. 

“The grant agreement for our current 
play service expires in March this year. 
We gave all voluntary organisations, 
including SAPA, the chance to bid for 
funding to run these services for the 
next three years - like we would with 
any grant agreement that was coming 
to a close. Unfortunately SAPA was not 
successful in securing this funding. 

“These sessions will now be run in all 
of our towns and will be accessible to 
more children.” 

Packed careers 
event a success 

MORE than 1,000 young people eager 
to find work and training took part in a 
packed careers event held in West Bro¬ 
mwich. The Connexions New Year, New 
Start event, at Sandwell College’s Cen¬ 
tral Sixth campus in New Street, hosted 
exhibitors offering a range of post-16 
career options. 

Around 45 colleges, universities, ap¬ 
prenticeship and training providers, 
employers and professions including 
accountancy took part. Anyone who 
missed the event can always get help 
and support by phoning 0121 569 2955. 

'Hippy' all ready to 
groove at city gig 

A MULTI-TALENTED musician known 
as ‘The Undercover Hippy’ is set to get 
groovy in Wolverhampton. Billy Rowan 
brings together the acoustic guitar, soul¬ 
ful vocals, infectious reggae rhythms 
and the lyrical delivery of a skilled MC. 
He is at The Slade Rooms on May 13. 
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Father died 
in allergic 
reaction to 
painkiller 

A FATHER died after he suffered an 
unexpected reaction to painkillers he 
had taken with no problems for two 
years. 

Leroy Straker was found dead in 
bed at his partner’s home in Melia 
Drive, Wednesbury, on September 23 
last year. 

In a post-mortem examination, the 
56-year-old’s lungs were found to be 
three times heavier than expected 
because of a build up of blood in 
them, his inquest at Black Country 
Coroner’s Court in Oldbury was told. 
Further analysis found it was caused 
by an anaphylactic shock brought on 
by an allergic reaction to codeine in 
co-codamol the painter and decorator 
had been told to take to ease shoulder 
pain in 2014. 

His sister Tracey Straker said: “He 
was the oldest of six siblings and he 
was a very helpful person. 

“He loved his children dearly and 
his life revolved around his family. 

“He was a happy-go-lucky person 
as well and was always willing to help 
out when he could. He had lots of 
friends.” She told senior Black Coun¬ 
try coroner Zafar Siddique that Mr 
Straker, of Yardley Road, Birming¬ 
ham, had never had any adverse re¬ 
action from taking co-codamol before 
his death. 

Mr Siddique said: “On all the evi¬ 
dence available he was, by and large, a 
healthy man of 56 years of age.” 

Mr Siddique ruled Mr Straker died 
from ‘a rare but recognised complaint 
of developing an anaphylactic shock 
from codeine’. 


MP airs fears 
on jail violence 

PRISONERS recruited to reduce vio¬ 
lence in prisons are ‘meting out vio¬ 
lence to troublesome inmates’ to en¬ 
sure they comply, a Labour MP said. 

Shadow justice minister Yasmin 
Qureshi said the prisoners enrolled on 
violence reduction programmes were 
being paid to help get a grip on vio¬ 
lence in prisons, as she quizzed Jus¬ 
tice Secretary Liz Truss on the issue. 

Ms Qureshi said: “Some prisoners 
at some prisons, including HMP Bir¬ 
mingham, use prisoner violence re¬ 
duction representatives to discourage 
disorder. These are prisoners who are 
paid to monitor other inmates. Stake¬ 
holders we have spoken to suggest 
that some are ensuring compliance 
by themselves meting out violence to 
troublesome inmates.” 

Just the ticket to 
delve into history 

THERE will be a chance for people to 
learn more about Princes End, Tipton 
with local historian Keith Hodgkins 
at Glebefields Library, in St Mark’s 
Road, on Saturday, from 10.30am to 
1.30pm. 


Refugee Lia leads 



Part of the Holocaust memorial event 


PEOPLE in Sandwell joined together 
to remember victims of genocide at 
a moving service to mark Holocaust 
Memorial Day. The commemoration 
included a speech by Lia Lesser. She 
was among the 699 children saved 
from Czechoslovakia as part of the 
Kindertransport initiative organ¬ 
ised by Nicholas Winton in the final 
months before the war began.. 

The Mayor and Deputy Mayor of 
Sandwell, Councillors Julie Webb and 
Susan Downing, and the High Sher¬ 
iff of the West Midlands, Dr Keith 
Bradshaw, attended the event at 


emotional service 


Highfields Memorial Gardens, West 
Bromwich on Sunday. 

Local politicians attending included 
Sandwell Council Leader Councillor 
Steve Eling, Deputy Leader Council¬ 
lor Syeda Khatun and West Bromwich 
West MP Adrian Bailey. 

The event saw a parade by members 
of the Royal British Legion, Royal Air 
Force Association and Federation of 
Birmingham Ex-Service Associations. 

Wreaths were laid and candles lit. 
Councillor Steve Melia, town lead 
member for West Bromwich, intro¬ 
duced Lia Lesser to tell her story. Lia 


was eight years old when she came to 
England and has lived in the Birming¬ 
ham area since 1950. She said: “It was 
a lovely service and Highfields House 
is a lovely building too. 

“I feel it’s very important to share 
my story so that everyone under¬ 
stands what happened. People need 
to know that, regardless of their race, 
creed or culture, help will come if they 
find themselves in trouble.” Everyone 
who attended read out the Statement 
of Commitment, which reaffirms 
Sandwell’s commitment to seven Hol¬ 
ocaust Memorial Day pledges. 


Housing crisis results 
in 'dumped' families 


DOZENS of families were ‘dumped’ 
in Sandwell from outside the bor¬ 
ough last year - including four from 
London - as thousands in the area 
were kept waiting for a home of 
their own. 

Figures showed 61 families had come 
into the borough from other areas during 
2016 amid a housing crisis which has left 
the council trying to manage a massive 
waiting list. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve Eling said 
some of the families had been ‘dumped’ in the 
area, piling pressure on schools and housing. 

Although the families were granted homes 
in the private rented sector, it potentially has 
knock-on effect on other families who are try¬ 
ing to rent, forcing them to apply for council 
accommodation instead. The majority of those 
moving to Sandwell came from neighbouring 
Birmingham, with 57 homeless families com¬ 
ing in from the second city. But four also came 
in from London, three of those from Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham and one from Newham. 

Councillor Eling said the placing of so many 
families in the borough, often without the 
council’s knowledge, was a frustration, par¬ 
ticularly those coming from 130 miles away in 
the capital. 

Unhappiness 

He said: “We have had these issues with 
London previously. There is some unhappiness 
among councils that London boroughs have 
agents working for them in the West Midlands 
renting houses in the private rented sector. 

“We can’t have a go at the people being 
dumped. They have gone to their local author¬ 
ity in London declaring themselves homeless. 
Most of them probably don’t want to be here, 
they want to be living with their friends and 
family in London but get told they have got to 
go and live in Smethwick or nothing and they 
have got no choice.” 

Sandwell’s housing waiting list topped 6,000 
last year, while the authority has sanctioned a 
school expansion programme to try and cope 
with a baby boom in the area and Councillor 
Eling admitted people being placed in the bor¬ 
ough from outside only added to the problems. 

He said: “It shows how bad the housing crisis 
is and it creates problems locally, particularly 
if the London boroughs don’t tell us they are 
dumping people.” 


Man dies in collision with lorry 


The scene of the crash, with floral tributes on the gates of the window manufacturer Central RPL 


A MAN was killed when his car 
crashed with a lorry in West Bro¬ 
mwich. The 63-year-old was treat¬ 
ed at the scene on Friday evening 
but could not be saved by para¬ 
medics. 

Emergency services had been 
sent to Kelvin Way, which con¬ 
nects Bromford Lane and Trinity 
Way, at around 6.35pm after re¬ 
ports of a crash between a car and 
lorry. The road was closed while 
emergency services dealt with the 


incident and did not reopen until 
around 4am on Saturday. 

The lorry driver was spoken 
to by police but no arrests were 
made. Floral tributes have been 
left at the crash site, on the gates 
outside window manufacturer 
Central RPL. One read: “RIP 
dearest uncle. You have left a 
huge hole in our lives. You will be 
missed so so much.” 

Pc Chris Ridge, from West Mid¬ 
lands Police’s Collision Investi¬ 


gation Unit, said: “We continue 
to investigate the circumstances 
that lead to the collision and I am 
appealing to anyone who was in 
the area and who has not already 
spoken to us to come forward.” 

A resident of Kelvin Way, who 
asked not to be named, said: “We 
heard lots of sirens and could hear 
people screaming and shouting. I 
heard that a lorry and car collided 
and a man in his 60s has passed 
away which is very sad news.” 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


3 


Call to showcase 
area's top woods 

THE West Midlands is being chal¬ 
lenged to showcase the best of UK 
woodlands in the 2017 Excellence in 
Forestry Awards. 

The awards return to the West Mid¬ 
lands for the first time since 2013 and 
the Royal Forestry Society is calling 
for entries from woodlands large and 
small and from those involving in¬ 
spirational woodland education and 
learning projects. 

For more information and entry 
forms, visit www.rfs.org.uk/awards. 
Entries close on Tuesday, March 7, 
2017. 

Primary pupils 
using internet 

PRIMARY-AGED pupils are more 
frequently using tablets and smart¬ 
phones to access the internet, new 
figures reveal. 

The national pupil survey on inter¬ 
net data took date from 60 schools and 
19,000 pupils ahead of Safer Internet 
Day. 

The results showed children of all 
ages were using a wide range of de¬ 
vices. 

Figures for very young children re¬ 
vealed more than 60 per cent of four 
to five-year-were using tablets to get 
online. 

Dementia led to 
pensioner death 

A 99-YEAR-OLD man died from de¬ 
mentia in a Smethwick care home, 
an inquest heard. Charles Twigg, who 
lived at the Bearwood Nursing Home, 
died on January 12. 

Mr Twigg was a retired gear cutter. 
He had a deprivation of liberty order 
in place due to his dementia, Black 
Country Coroners Court heard. The 
cause of death given was frailty of 
old age, cardiac failure and dementia. 
Senior Coroner Zafar Siddique gave a 
conclusion of natural causes. 

Coffee and wine 
bar to replace pub 

PLANS to turn a former pub into a 
coffee shop and wine bar are set to get 
the go ahead after being recommend¬ 
ed for approval by planning officers. 

The site where The Cedar Tree pub 
once stood, on Walsall Wood Road, 
Aldridge, became a Co-Operative food 
shop in 2013. 

However, the site has been disused 
since the shop closed two years ago. 
The new plans will be discussed at a 
Walsall planning committee meeting 
due to take place today, Thursday. 

Charity pedal power 

STAFF from a Birmingham branch 
of the West Bromwich Building So¬ 
ciety took part in a two-day exercise 
bike challenge. They toiled away on 
the bike in the Northfield branch and 
more than 200 miles were complet¬ 
ed, raising £326 for Teenage Cancer 
Trust, the firm’s nominated charity. 


Kidz Zone February Half Term 
Holiday Camp 

Looking for something different 
for your children during 
February Half Term? 


Our Ofsted Registered Kidz Zone Holiday Camps 
are perfect for you and your child with over 30 
sports, dance, drama, cooking and arts and crafts 
activities going on throughout the week. 

We have a scheduled timetable that includes plenty 
of innovative activities and also some free time for the 
children to relax and play with friends. 

We now have two options available at 
our Holiday Camps: 

8:30am till 3:30pm - 
£15 per day or £75 for the week 
8:00am till 5:30pm - 
£20 per day or £100 for the week 
(breakfast and afternoon snack included) 


‘Kidz 

Zone&’ 



_ _ _Book your child a place 

today on 0121 552 2006 


Harteaum nance Glut 

ffWWIMlUfTmTniT 

cnsGonin 

HiHliliMifl l 

mrrrriH^ ced^sqj 

COMMENCING ON 
[ WEDNESDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 2017 - 
AT 7.30PM 

At The 

Queen Alexandra College, 

Court Oak Road, Harborne B17 9TG 

For details telephone Philip and Janet Jackson 

0121 422 3032 or 07758 160451 

www.harlequin-dance.co.uk 
Email: pipjak@blueyonder.co.uk 
also classes at Quinton & Bartley Green 
ALSO CLASSES FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DANCED 


KITCHENS I BATHROOMS I BED000MS 



lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


Q Family business established over 28 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
0 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

0 Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


0 We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
0 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
(6) Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 


The Home Improvement Specialist 


Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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THE BEST OF 


PETER 


RHODES 



THANKS for your favourite crossword 
clues. I particularly enjoyed the four-letter 
name for a sport, beginning with a T. It is, 
of course, golf. 

A GROUP of Morris dancers in Essex 
are trying to recruit new members and say 
the pastime may appeal to eccentrics. And 
there’s the problem. You cannot advertise 
for eccentrics because true eccentrics 
have no idea they are eccentric. 

THANKS for your letters and emails on 
the subject of Morris dancers blacking-up 
and causing some offence. The vast ma¬ 
jority were in support of an allegedly noble 
old English tradition (for which I can find 
very little hard evidence) and against “po¬ 
litical correctness gone mad.” I dare say 
the key question is this: since we became 
aware that blacking-up can cause offence, 
has the number of blacked-up Morris men 
decreased or increased? 

A REPORT to Parliament reveals that 
some women are forced to wear high 
heels, make-up and revealing clothing by 
company workplace dress codes. This is 
clearly unfair. However, these issues tend 
to go off in all sorts of unexpected direc¬ 
tions. How long before a woman wins the 
right to go to work in a nice, slouchy one- 
sie and a comfortable pair of old Crocs, 
even if the workplace in question is the 
chorus line of Chicago. 

PRINCE Charles says if weather reports 
contained climate-change news, people 
would be “more inclined to think about the 
longer term.” 
Maybe. But it is 
a tad irritating, 
as a humble cit¬ 
izen living a fair¬ 
ly clean, green 
and low-im¬ 
pact existence, 
to be lectured 
from on high 
by a mon- 
arch-in-waiting 
who travels by limousine, plane or helicop¬ 
ter. Maybe such reports could include a 
running total of HRH’s flights? 

AN expert on broadcasting was singing 
the praises of digital on the Beeb, claiming 
that a modern DAB radio gives you access 
to hundreds of radio stations. Okay, but 
most of us listen not to hundreds or even 
dozens of stations but to one, or possibly 
two. In fact, the greatest techno-leap for¬ 
ward for people like me would be a net¬ 
work which guaranteed crystal-clear Radio 
4 in the home, car and on public transport, 
24/7. They haven’t invented it yet. 

SOME years ago we had a long-running 
thread on Swifties, those one-liners where 
the final word creates a joke, as in: ‘“Use 
your own toothbrush!’ Tom bristled,” or 
‘“This is mutiny,’ Bill exclaimed bounti¬ 
fully.” The Museum of Curiosity (Radio 4) 
this week gave us what must be the ulti¬ 
mate Swifty: “‘I have 1,760 yards of paddy 
fields,’ he said with a wry smile.” 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 



Homes seized from dealer's family 


THE family of a drug dealer must 
hand over a portfolio of properties in 
Birmingham and Northern Ireland 
funded by his criminal enterprises. 

Alam Zeb Khan, of Birmingham, 
served sentences starting in 2000 
for heroin smuggling, in 2012 for a 
cocaine supply plot and in 2013 for 
money laundering. 

However, following his latest con¬ 
viction, the National Crime Agency 


(NCA) went after his family’s assets. 
Criminally tainted money was said to 
have been used to build a substantial 
portfolio in the names of his wife and 
Northern Ireland-based brother and 
sister-in-law. 

After a hearing at the High Court, 
a top judge has handed over the keys 
to four houses to the agency, which 
tackles serious organised crime in 
the UK. Two of the properties are 


in Birmingham, where Zeb Khan 
operated when still at large, with 
two more in Bangor, County Down, 
Northern Ireland. 

The houses were in the names 
of Khan’s brother Aurang Khan, 
sister-in-law Shakar Begum, and 
wife Jamila Shabnam. Ruling that 
the houses are ‘recoverable’ by the 
agency, Mrs Justice O’Farrell sor- 
dered that the properties be handed 


over to the NCA. Two of the seized 
houses were in the name of Shakar 
Begum, one in Stoney Lane, Yardley, 
and another in Mario Heights, Ban¬ 
gor, where she and her husband live. 

The others are a home in Albert 
Street, Bangor, in the name of Au¬ 
rang Khan, and one in Cherrywood 
Road, Bordesley Green, held in the 
joint names of Aurang Khan and 
Jamila Shabnam. 


Expansion work on way 
for rail station parking 


By David Cosgrove 


EXPANSION work to more 
than double the size of the 
car park at Tipton railway 
station could get under way 
within months after plans 
were officially submitted. 

More than 100 new spaces 
will be created under plans to 
provide more room for commut¬ 
ers and shoppers. 

Transport chiefs are keen to in¬ 
crease the capacity of the car park at 
the station which is full by 8.20am 
on most days. 

Just a short hop from both Wol¬ 
verhampton and Birmingham, it is 
routinely used by commuters and 
the lack of available spaces has led 
to drivers parking on nearby side 
streets, causing a nuisance to resi¬ 
dents. 

The major expansion plans were 
first revealed last year by Centro, 
now Transport for West Midlands, 
and it is hoped work will be able to 
start as soon as possible now the 
proposals have been formally sub¬ 
mitted. The scheme was backed lo¬ 
cally following a consultation. 

Forward 

The move would increase capacity 
of the car park, off Owen Street, to 
183 spaces. It currently has just 76. 
Five spaces would be for disabled 
access. 

Tipton councillor Ian Jones said 
the scheme would be a huge boost 
for the area. He said: “There was a 
consultation and everybody seemed 
to be happy with it. It is now moving 
forward with the next stage being 
planning consent. 

“Hopefully they will be allowed to 
build it and bring great benefits to 
the area and the streets which are 
full of cars parking for the station, 
areas like Roberts Road and Stella 
Road where residents have been un¬ 
happy. I understand it will be a safe 
car park with security measures in 
place such as cameras. We need this 
for residents and I wish it a speedy 
start.” 

The plans will now be scrutinised 
by planning experts before a final 
decision on the expansion is made. 



Senior trading standards officer Lesley Jenkins, tobacco dog handler Stuart Phillips and Phoebe the sniffer dog 


SNIFFER dogs who hunt out hundreds of thousands 
of pounds worth of illegal tobacco and cash every year 
wowed shoppers with their skills. 

Talented spaniels Phoebe, Scamp and Yo Yo are used 
by Black Country councils to sniff out criminal property 
and met shoppers outside a Brownhills supermarket. 

They were taken to Tesco in Silver Street to meet 
shoppers by their handler Stuart Phillips. 

Mr Phillips said: “It is all a game to them. Every day 
they go to work it’s not work for them - it’s like they’re 
just looking for tennis balls. We train them up to find 
tobacco and cash with a tennis ball.” 

He said the raids he is called out to around England 
with his dogs usually find between £10,000 and £50,000 
of contraband every week. 

He works closely with Central England Trading 
Standards Association, CEnTSA, a group of 14 local au¬ 


thorities from the region.Mr P hilli ps said: “In one raid 
in Wolverhampton we found £150,000 worth (of illegal 
tobacco). Unfortunately there is a big problem with ille¬ 
gal tobacco in the West Midlands.” 

They were accompanied on another visit by Walsall 
Council’s portfolio holder for public protection Council¬ 
lor Julie Fitzpatrick. She said in the last year dogs had 
been used five times to sniff out illegal tobacco in the 
borough. 

She said: “Walsall Council takes the issue of illicit 
tobacco very seriously indeed. In the last year Trading 
Standards Walsall carried out five operations with dogs 
in the borough to sniff out illicit tobacco. 

“This translates into 106,561 illegal cigarettes and 
998 packets of rolling tobacco seized. Highly trained 
dogs like Yo Yo, Phoebe and Scamp do an amazing job 
to help protect us from this menace.” 


Victim of 
raid’s arms 
broken with 
a metal bar 

AN 81-year-old man was woken by 
masked burglars who beat him with 
a metal bar in a brutal attack at his 
Oldbury home. The pensioner was 
left with broken arms, cuts and bruis¬ 
es and was left severely shocked. 

Detectives at West Midlands Police 
say they have been left sickened by 
the attack and are now urging local 
people to get behind their bid to find 
the man’s attackers. 

Police said the victim woke up 
around 5am on January 21 and dis¬ 
turbed the two masked burglars. 
When he confronted them, the pair 
attacked the man with a metal bar 
before escaping. Despite his terrible 
injuries, the victim managed to phone 
999. The raiders took cash and a mo¬ 
bile phone before fleeing from the 
property in the Whiteheath area of 
the town. 

Dc Beth Weir said: “I’ve been left 
sickened by the sheer level of violence 
used on this man. He’s 81, what kind 
of bullies do that? I would urge people 
to think back over the last week and 
consider if they’ve seen anyone look¬ 
ing out of place or acting suspiciously 
in the area.” 

The pensioner underwent emer¬ 
gency treatment after the attack, 
which happened at around 5am last 
Saturday. 

A police spokesman added: “Foren¬ 
sics have attended and house to house 
inquiries are being carried out along 
with a trawl of CCTV cameras.” An¬ 
yone who can help police is asked to 
contact Dc Weir on 101 or Crimestop- 
pers on 0800 555 111. 

Tipton service 
rated higher 

A CUSTOMER survey for the Tipton 
and Coseley Building Society found 
that 98.9 per cent of members are 
likely or very likely to recommend it 
to a friend. It was up from 98.3 per 
cent in the last survey in 2015. 

Also 99 per cent of the 926 custom¬ 
ers that responded also rated the Tip¬ 
ton’s service as excellent or very good 
- up from 98 per cent a year before. 

Chief executive Richard Newton 
said: “We rely on member feedback as 
it allows us to monitor our customer 
service. Not only were we pleased 
that so many members responded, 
but with the encouraging results that 
came out of the survey too. 

“The feedback confirms our high 
levels of customer service to our ex¬ 
isting members and also sends out a 
strong signal to future ones.” 

Sparkling Arena date 
with Diamond geezer 

POP legend Neil Diamond visits the 
West Midlands on his 50th anniver¬ 
sary tour. He will be at the Barclay- 
card Arena, Birmingham, on October 
13.Tickets go on sale from Friday at 
10am with details at www.barclaycar- 
darena.co.uk/whats-on/neil-diamond 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 

YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF 
£1595. WHEN WE AT HENLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS WHO 
ARE THE ONLY FAMILY OWNED & RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS IN 
THE SMETHWICK AND OLDBURY AREA WHO OFFER A MUCH 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
FREEPHONE 0800 056 6564 

24 HOUR SERVICE 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! 

3 child safe 
verticals 
one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


NOVF 

i ON 


5 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 



1 

r 

3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £45( 

L 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
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Ambulance 
service pride 
at rating by 
watchdog 

WEST Midlands Ambulance Service 
chiefs say they are ‘incredibly proud’ 
of their staff after the trust was rated 
‘outstanding’ by the health watchdog. 

The trust, which cares for ap¬ 
proximately 5.6 million people and 
covers around 5,000 square miles, 
received the highest rating from the 
Care Quality Commission following 
the inspection from June 27 to July 
1. Chief Executive, Anthony Marsh, 
praised trust staff members who 
‘work so hard’ for patients and fellow 
colleagues. 

He said the trust the was ‘delighted’ 
with the glowing rating, which is the 
first time an ambulance service in 
England has been rated outstanding. 

Inspectors said the trust was out¬ 
standing in terms of its effectiveness 
and care. It was also rated good for its 
safety, leadership and responsiveness. 

WMAS responds to around 3,000 
emergency ‘999’ calls everyday and 
sends out ambulances from more than 
90 stations across the region. 

Mr Marsh, said: “I am incredibly 
proud of my staff and the volunteers 
who support us, for providing the best 
possible care to patients across the 
West Midlands. Helping others is at 
the heart of everything we do and I 
am hugely pleased that the CQC saw 
a positive, patient centred culture 
within the Trust with hard working 
staff proud to work here and making a 
real difference to patients’ lives.” 

WMAS provides services to 26 NHS 
trusts and operates from 16 main 
hubs - with locations in Willenhall 
and Dudley. 


Singer expects a 
soul-d out date 

WOLVERHAMPTON soul star Bev¬ 
erley Knight is planning a headline 
gig at Birmingham Symphony Hall on 
June 26. 

The show follows the release of last 
year’s acclaimed Top 10 album Souls- 
ville. 

The singer/songwriter and actress 
enjoyed a string of sold-out gigs last 
spring and has completed a six-month 
run in the smash hit west end musical 
The Bodyguard. 

She will play a broad set featuring 
hits from her stellar career, high¬ 
lights from Soulsville, including the 
self-written radio 2 A-listed airplay 
hit Middle of Love and Knight’s 
stunning version of the Ann Peebles 
classic I Can’t Stand The Rain. A few 
surprises will be thrown in, too. 

Paraorchestra to 
perform in Brum 

THE world’s first professional en¬ 
semble for disabled musicians is to 
perform in Birmingham. 

The British Paraorchestra will be at 
the Symphony Hall on February 18, 
at 7.30pm. Book via 0121 780 3333. 


Ticket machines adapted for new £1 coin 



The new 12-sided £1 coin 


PREPARATIONS are under way for the 
arrival into circulation of the new £1 coin. 

Councils have been spending thousands 
of pounds updating car park ticket ma¬ 
chines to accept the new 12 -sided coin. 

Designed by Walsall teenager David 
Pearce, it will enter circulation on March 
28, and by October 15 the traditional 
round coin will cease to be legal tender. 

The coin boasts several new security 
features, including a hologram. Sandwell 
Council is spending £23,364 updating its 
machines by making alterations to the 
software and coin selector. 

Councillor Dave Hosell, cabinet mem¬ 


ber for highways, said: “We were aware 
of this issue before the new coins were an¬ 
nounced and so all of our new machines 
will accept the coins from April 1. 

“So far 71 machines have already been 
configured with the remaining 57 being 
done over the next two months.” 

Trolleys 

Walsall Council updated its 47 ma¬ 
chines, at a cost of £4,500, last year. 

Supermarkets have already begun mak¬ 
ing changes to their trolleys to ensure cus¬ 
tomers will be able to unlock them using 
the new style £1 coin. 


Cat Parkinson, of Tesco, said: “The 
new coin slots will accept the old and new 
pound as well as existing trolley tokens.” 

Gareth Lundy, an Asda spokesman, 
said: “Customers will be able to use the 
new £1 coin in Asda trolleys when it 
comes into circulation in March. The cur¬ 
rent £1 coin and trolley tokens will also 
continue to be accepted,” he added. 

The new coin has been described as the 
safest in the world. With its 12 sides, will 
be far more difficult to counterfeit. Cur¬ 
rently, around one in every 30 £1 coins in 
people’s change in recent years has been 
fake. 


Come on board plea 
to new prison recruits 


A RECRUITMENT drive has been 
launched at Winson Green prison. 

Officials from the prison are looking 
for new members to join its Independent 
Monitoring Board. 

In December, prisoners across four wings of 
HMP Birmingham, run by security firm G4S, 
wreaked havoc, causing an estimated £2 mil¬ 
lion of damage. 

More than 500 inmates, a third of the jail’s 
population, were shipped out of what is one of 
the country’s largest prisons following the 12 - 
hour riot, but are yet to return. 

Birmingham is a Category B prison and 
holds up to 1,500 prisoners. 

Roger Swindells, chairman of Birmingham 
IMB, said: “Our prime role is to ensure that 
Home Office rules and Ministry of Justice regu¬ 
lations are properly and fairly applied and that 
the highest standards of care and decency are 
maintained.” 

The role is unpaid but expenses are covered. 

Mr Swindells said: “You need to be enthusi¬ 
astic, open minded, have good communication 
skills and have the ability to exercise sound, 
objective judgement. 

“We are recruiting new members for 2017 
and would like to hear from anybody who lives 
within a 20-mile radius of Winson Green. 

Property 

“You do not need any special qualifications 
or experience as we will provide all the neces¬ 
sary training and support. 

“The task typically takes up something in 
the region of four half days a month.” 

The Monitoring Board gets involved in a va¬ 
riety of issues, including like locating prison¬ 
ers’ missing property as well as being a major 
influence on changes within prisons. 

Other issues can involve prisoners being 
bullied, debt, problems with visits, healthcare 
issues. 

“Every week we also carry out rota visits 
where members will be given a list of locations 
in the prison to visit and check to ensure all is 
as it should be,” Mr Swindells said. 

“The idea is that over each month every part 
of the prison has had the once over to ensure 
it is being managed effectively and appropri¬ 
ately.” 

Every week one IMB member has an on-call 
duty where if there is an incident then he or 
she will be informed and may be required to 
come in to independently monitor the incident 
and its conclusion. Visit www.imb.org.uk 


Cadbury’s Buttons ready for panto 



Staff at Cadbury’s who are part of the Cinderella pantomime which takes place at the weekend 


CADBURY World’s Cinderella Saturday and Sunday. The live manager at Cadbury World, said: 
pantomime is back on stage over performance, which is based on “Following a brilliant Christmas 
the weekend. the classic children’s tale, with a period here at Cadbury World, 

Following record visitor num- chocolatey twist, will be shown we’re delighted to be bringing 
bers to the attraction’s Christmas seven times per day, giving visi- back our popular pantomime for 
events in 2016, Cadbury World tors plenty of opportunities to see the New Year.” 
is starting 2017 with the return the show. For details more information, 

of the popular pantomime on Diane Mitchell, marketing visit www.cadbur 3 rworld.co.uk. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Firm delivers in 
satisfaction poll 

A PARCEL delivery company with its 
head office in Oldbury has won a cus¬ 
tomer satisfaction award. 

DPD was voted the best in the busi¬ 
ness for the fourth year running in 
the Money Saving Expert survey. 

More than 11,350 people took 
part in the poll on Martyn Lewis’s 
site. DPD, which has already won a 
Queen’s Award For innovation, was 
the clear winner with 71 per cent of 
voters rating their service as great. 

Chief executive Dwain McDonald 
said it was a fantastic endorsement of 
DPD’s service and its people. 

Criticism over 
Army staff crisis 

FORMER defence minister John 
Spellar MP has criticised the Govern¬ 
ment for its failure on Army recruit¬ 
ment. 

The Sandwell MP hit out following 
reports that 6,190 people signed up in 
the past 12 months against a target of 
9,850. 

Mr Spellar said: “This Government 
cares little for the armed forces - and 
the figures are proof of this. 

“Since 2010 the Conservatives have 
cut the size of the regular Army by 
20,000 and cannot now meet their 
own recruitment targets.” 

Blossoms set for 
NME awards tour 

THE New Musical Express awards 
tour is visiting Birmingham in March. 

Manchester bands Blossoms and 
Cabbage and Riory Wynne, aged 17, 
also from the city will be performing 
at the 02 Academy in Horsefair on 
March 29. 

Blossoms released their eponymous 
debut album last August and sup¬ 
ported the Stone Roses in Manches¬ 
ter’s Etihad Stadium. The band’s hit 
singles include Blown Rose and Char¬ 
lemagne. 

'Dad was spy' theme 
of latest institute talk 

WHAT would you do if you unexpect¬ 
edly discovered that your dad was a 
spy? 

That’s the theme of next Tuesday’s 
(February 7) lecture at the West Bro¬ 
mwich Institute. 

Members will discover how their lat¬ 
est speaker, Janet Martin, gradually 
pieced together that her father had 
been spying on the Soviets. 

The talk starts at 7.30 in West Bro¬ 
mwich Central Library, admission by 
the rear entrance, price £3. 

Superheroes concert 

A LEADING orchestra is to perform 
a concert of themes from superhero 
movies in Birmingham’s Symphony 
Hall on March 12 from 3pm. 

London Concert Orchestra presents 
Superheroes at the Symphony. 

Tickets range in price from £18 to 
£45 with details at www.thsh.co.uk 


ubhi’s 






KITCHENS & FURNITURE 


Tit 




m 


MASSIVE 

KITCHEN SALE 

NOW ON 

UP TO 60% OFF 

CERTAIN 

RANGES 


DESIGN AND FITTING SERVICE 

www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG.Tel: 0121 557 7222 



Find us on 31 



Affordable windows, doors 
and conservatories 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Speed fines 
hike needs 
to trap the 
boy racers 

TOUGHER laws for motorists come into 
force from April, with really stiff fines for 
the worst offenders. 

For example, people caught speeding 
at 50mph in a 30mph zone can expect to 
be fined £1,000, with fines rising to up to 
£2,500 for the worst cases. 

And to be blunt, I don’t see the prob¬ 
lem with it. Ok, driving bans for people 
doing llmph over the limit seem a bit 
excessive, but I guess we’ll just have to 
be careful. 

Driving at 50mph in a built-up area is 
selfish, irresponsible, and dangerous. If 
it is sensibly enforced, those caught de¬ 
serve to be hit in the pocket. 

That is a big ‘if, though. These things 
are never sensibly enforced. 

I remember some time, about 15 years 
ago or so, there was a stretch of road in 
Cannock where the speed limit changed 
suddenly from 50mph to 30. 

And you’ve guessed it, within a few 
yards of the sign was a carefully-con¬ 
cealed speed camera. A friend who 
worked in the area said it was well known 
to locals, and was always catching peo¬ 
ple out. 

And that is the trouble with this sort 
of thing. I’m all in favour of throwing the 
book at self-centred boy racers with a 
casual disregard for public safety. If you 
ask me, fining them £2,500 is nowhere 
near enough. You can put ’em in the 
stocks and make ’em watch Howard’s 
Way for all I care. I can be really sadistic 
like that. 

But it never works out like that does it? 
Targeting the bad guys takes time, effort 
and money. 

And “road safety partnerships” always 
seem more motivated by “working with 
partners in local government” to set up 
confusing new road layouts with onerous 
speed limits, which generate funds “to 
invest in other road safety measures”. In 
other words, more cameras. 

Expect to see more pensioners and 
working people being hit with crippling 
fines as they get caught out by new 
speed limits and hidden cameras. Mean¬ 
while, the boy racers quickly work out 
where the speed traps are and move on 
to somewhere else. 

□ □□ 

WONDERFUL to see the traffic cones 
have now arrived for the extension to the 
Midland Metro tram line, which will mean 
an end to people having to walk 400 
yards from the railway station. 

What’s more, for a cost to the taxpay¬ 
er of £15 million, commuters will soon be 
able to travel from Wolverhampton sta¬ 
tion to Birmingham New Street - in more 
than double the time it takes on the train. 



Telford’s elegant Georgian stone bridge at Bewdley Engineer Thomas Telford never forgot his humble origins Pontcysyllte Aquaduct - known as the ‘Stream in the Sky’ 

The man of iron who 
helped build Britain 



A horse drawn cargo being led beneath Telford’s Galton Bridge, Smethwick, in the 1930s 


A new book by Julian Glover 
hails Thomas Telford as 
Britain’s greatest ever engineer 


“TELFORD, for people on the 
move” went the early slogan for the 
new town created in Shropshire in 
the late 1960s. 

And it turns out that that slogan cap¬ 
tured much of the spirit of the great en¬ 
gineer after whom the town was named. 

“He was always moving on,” says Julian 
Glover, who has written a major new bi¬ 
ography of Thomas Telford which has just 
been published and is BBC Radio 4 Book of 
the Week. “His life was all about movement. 
Never settled, always restless.” 

His book, called Man of Iron, hails Thomas 
Telford as a British great. 

“I think Telford has been overlooked a little 
bit. He was Britain’s greatest civil engineer,” 
said Julian. 

“Telford was a really significant figure in 
the creation of our country and our history 
and in shaping the skills of engineering which 
went on to change the world. 

“My book tells the story of who he was, 
where he came from, and what he created. 
That’s what I’ve tried to write, not just about 
structures and engineering, but the impact on 
his world.” 

Telford was not a Salopian, and neither is 
Julian, but as his parents have a home at Dit- 
ton Priors, near Bridgnorth, and he grew up 
knowing Telford’s name. 

In doing his research, he began at the place 
where ‘Tammy Telfer’ was born in humble cir¬ 
cumstances, the son of an Eskdale shepherd in 
Dumfries, Scotland. 

“I thought there was an extraordinary jour¬ 
ney from a boy on the Scottish borders who 
might have spent his whole life looking after 
sheep, to a man who came to Shropshire and 
built great canals and the Pontcysyllte aque¬ 
duct. 

“I began to explore his story and look in the 


archives, a lot of which are in London. People 
who met him were impressed by two things. 
One was that he was very practical. 

“He was proud of where he came from and 
did not try to put on airs and graces, or spend 
money or buy a big house when successful. He 
was always proud of being a shepherd boy. 

Jolly 

“They saw him as strong and solid, not a 
fancy city person. The second thing they saw 
was that he was very good company, big, bluff, 
with a broad face. 

“A lot of hair, did not dress up in flash 
clothes, very jolly with a lot of anecdotes, and 
friendly and generous. He gave a lot of money 
away. And he was absolutely driven, really 
hard working.” 

It was in Shropshire that Telford made his 
name, says Julian, and many of the best pro¬ 


jects he worked on can still be found in the 
county, or nearby in Wales or the Black Coun¬ 
try. 

He arrived in the county in late 1786, doing 
reconstruction at Shrewsbury Castle, and was 
soon busy with a wide range of projects, from 
building bridges and churches to doing exca¬ 
vations at Wroxeter Roman City, and had the 
role of county surveyor. 

He designed Bridgnorth’s neo-classical 
Church of St Mary Magdalene and the unu¬ 
sual octagonal church of St Michael’s at Made- 
ley. 

After River Severn floods caused havoc in 
Shropshire and Worcestershire, he designed 
bridges for Buildwas, Bridgnorth and Bewdley. 

He found fame as a builder of roads, bridges 
and canals. His major projects included linking 
the East and West coasts of Scotland via the 
Caledonian Canal and he also transformed the 


canal network in Birmingham and the Black 
Country. 

One of his final projects was Galton Bridge 
at Smethwick, named after Samuel Galton of 
Birmingham’s Lunar Society of pioneer indus¬ 
trialists. Built to Telford’s design in 1829, the 
cast iron road bridge with its single span of 
151 feet was a marvel of the later Georgian 
age. It spans James Brindley’s canal, which 
Telford had improved, and still stands near 
the rail station which is named after it. 

Although Shropshire was his home, he did 
not have a Shropshire home as such. 

“The question of where Telford lived is a 
challenging one. He lived where the work was. 
Early on he did stay in the castle and letters 
are written in the castle. 

“He stayed a lot of time in Ellesmere where 
he always kept a sort of office in the canal com¬ 
pany offices there. It was not a home. It was a 
place I imagine he kept some of his clothes or 
belongings. He would often stay with Archi¬ 
bald Alison at his rectory somewhere near 
Market Drayton.” 

As part of his research Julian, who lives in 
London, delved into archives at the Ironbridge 
Gorge Museum’s Museum of Iron, and came to 
see some of the structures for which Telford 
was responsible in the county, such as the iron 
aqueduct at Longdon-on-Tern. 

“I think the Longdon aqueduct is amazing 
because it’s so early and looks like a com¬ 
pletely modern thing. 

Suspension 

“Two other favourites are both in Wales. 
One is the Menai Bridge, the world’s first big 
suspension bridge. And then the other one is 
Pontcysyllte aqueduct just over the border, 
which is a World Heritage Site. When you go 
to see it, it never disappoints.” 

As for the town which bears Telford’s name, 
Julian says he has seen it grow, and has been 
struck by two things - the success in landscap¬ 
ing an industrial environment and the respect 
shown for the industrial heritage of the area. 

“It did not try to hide from the past. It was 
unusual at the time for a town to do that. 

“A lot of places in Britain neglected their 
past, Telford cherished it.” 

Man of Iron, published by Bloomsbury, £25. 
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. “off 

selected products 

S Old Buildings Removed 
S Asbestos Disposal 
s Base Laying Service 
Y Free Quotations 

CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Wooden 

Sheds 

H8S 


HUGE 

Concrete 

FREE 

Summer 

FREE 

Log Cabins 

RANGE 

Garages 

FITTING 

Houses 

FITTING 

& Garden Rooms 






Prices from g^verjd 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Fitted prices from 

£1599 
£3099 


Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


Fitted prices from 


8ft x 6ft £725 


Fitting service available 
Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


/Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 










































Marathon run for meningitis charity 


CAN I please request that any local runners 
who have been fortunate enough to receive 
a confirmed place in this year’s London 
Marathon make the most of the experience 
by signing up as a volunteer runner for 
charity Meningitis Now. 

By doing so you’ll be helping the thou¬ 
sands of people who have been, and continue 
to be, affected by this devastating disease. 

In return, we can offer one of the best 
support packages available, including a free 
personalised vest or T-shirt, training and di¬ 
etary advice and fundraising support. 


We also have our own cheering point to 
help runners on their way and a post-mar¬ 
athon massage, shower and buffet where 
those taking part can meet up with friends 
and family. 

We rely on the generosity of individuals to 
continue our vital lifesaving and life-chang¬ 
ing work. Please get in touch if you’d like 
to help or find out more on 01453 769028. 
Thank you. 

EMILY MILLINGTON 

Events Manager, Meningitis Now, Fern 

House, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 3TJ 


Morrisons LETTERS TO THE E DITOR 

hope for 
cancer aid 


NOBODY thinks cancer will 
happen to their child. Until 
it does. When cancer strikes 
it affects more than just a 
young person’s health. A 
cancer diagnosis shatters 
families emotionally and 
physically. 

CLIC Sargent is the UK’s 
leading support charity for 
children and young people 
with cancer and their fam- 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV1 IE 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Terrifying glimpse 
of future from PM 


dies. Last year our teams in 
West Midlands supported 
over 350 children and young 
people and awarded nearly 
£60,000 in financial grants. 

It is now in the running 
to win a charity partner¬ 
ship with the supermarket 
Morrisons, worth up to £7 
million. If we win, we’ll be 
able to double the amount 
of financial grants we give to 
families in need. This Janu¬ 
ary we urge Morrisons staff 
across the West Midlands 
to join team CLIC Sargent 
in our fight for young lives 
against cancer by voting 
for us to become their new 
charity partner. Visit www. 
clicsargent.org.uk/morri- 
sons 

ANNA OLIVER 

CLIC Sargent 

Fundraising Manager 


THERESA May’s Brexit 
speech on Tuesday, Janu¬ 
ary 17, offered a terrifying 
glimpse into the possible 
future. 

Deserting the Single Mar¬ 
ket and Customs Union is 
nothing short of reckless. 

These changes will dam¬ 
age both Sandwell and the 
entire country. 

British businesses, small 
and large, will lose mem¬ 
bership of a market of 500m 
customers and we will all 
be forced to forfeit the en¬ 
vironmental and social pro¬ 
tections that come with the 
Single Market. 

It’s unclear whether our 
economy can withstand this 
level of turmoil. 

We have no idea what the 
outcome of the negotiations 
will be. 


The Prime Minister ap¬ 
pears to be ignoring the 
long list of risks and chasing 
a hard Brexit, all because 
she is desperate to end free 
movement. 

All this, rather than look 
at ways to make sure the 
benefits it brings are shared 
more equally. 

Surely this is nothing less 
than a monumental gamble 
to take with our country’s 
future. 

No matter how we voted 
in the EU referendum, all 
of us have a responsibility 
to stop Theresa May throw¬ 
ing the UK off the Brexit 
cliff edge without a proper 
plan to deal with the conse¬ 
quences. 

MARK REDDING 

Sandwell Green Party 


Help needed 
with grants 

NOBODY thinks cancer will 
happen to their child. Until 
it does. A cancer diagnosis 
shatters families emotional¬ 
ly and physically. 

CLIC Sargent is the UK’s 
leading support charity for 
children and young people 
with cancer and their fami¬ 
lies. It is now in the running 
to win a charity partnership 
with Morrisons, worth up 
to £7 million, which would 
allow us to double the 
amount of financial grants 
we give to families, increase 
specialist nursing support 
for young patients, and 
transform our services. 

We urge Morrisons em¬ 
ployees in the West Mid¬ 
lands to join team CLIC 
Sargent in our fight by vot¬ 
ing for us to become their 
new charity partner. 

To find out more visit the 
website at www.clicsargent. 
org.uk/morrisons 
ANNA OLIVER 
CLIC Sargent 
Fundraising Manager 

Maggie/May 
claims unfair 

I WOULD like to commend 
the prime minister on her 
stance over the starting 
point for negotiations with 
our friends in Europe. 

However I feel that some 
newspapers who are sug¬ 
gesting a comparison be¬ 
tween Theresa May and 
Margaret Thatcher are 
not helping the situation. 
Margaret Thatcher was a 
woman loathed by large sec¬ 
tions of the community, her 
ideals based on greed and 
selfishness are not the ide¬ 
als we should carry into our 
talks with our colleagues in 
Europe. 

JOHN GREEN 
Tipton 


m 


ell lax 



Specialist Disputes 


legal resolution experts 




Are the cracks 
beginning to show? 

Has your dream home turned into a nightmare? 

Bell Lax Solicitors have considerable experience in bringing claims against 
solicitors, valuers, surveyors and builders, so that homeowners can 
recover the financial losses they have suffered. 

We’re here to help you with... 

Claims against Claims against Claims against 

conveyancers surveyors / valuers builders 

CALL NOW ON 0121 355 0011 
FREEPHONE 0800 197 5535 



SRA No: 621777 



COMFORT HIGH SEAT TOILETS 


SEE DISPLAYS 
IN STORE 


A toilet with a couple of extra 
inches of height makes all the 
difference, Large choice of 
discrete and stylish modern 
designs. 

SUPPLY ONLY £149.00 

from i 

INSTALLED £299.00^/ 


BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION I WALK IN BATH INSTALLATION 


*.9 



Fully Installed inc. 

Safety Glass Enclosure, 
Shower seat. Grab Rail, 
I Shower valve 
I Plastering, Tiling or 
* _ I Easy Clean Wall 

I Panels. 


INSTALLED 

KT £1895.00- 


Bath or shower In 
comfort. Fully Installed 
Includes, Walk in bath, 
Thermostatic bath/ 
shower mixer, bathing 
seat tiling or easy 
clean wall panels 

INSTALLED 

from 

£2995.00 




• Over 50 displays in store • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 

• Long established business • Quality installers ‘Terms and conditions apply see in store for details. 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 
CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 



Established over 20 years 


• Windows 
Composite Doors 
• Porches 
• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door 


LATIONS 


^X'h 7 


Fascias / Guttering 
• Building Work 
• Misted-up Units 


ft? 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 


TELEPHONE: 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PPICESII! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 
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Mother-of-three Wendy Mann, who was murdered A police vehicle outside the murder scene in Chapel Street, West Bromwich 


Sterling said to be carrying a bag of his children’s clothes after leaving the murder scene 


Pure jealousy led to man 
strangling his former 




IT was a murder that was 
fuelled by jealousy. Leroy 
Sterling could not bear the 
fact the mother of his chil¬ 
dren was seeing a new man 
- and he was not going to 
allow it. 

First, he tried to put her new 
lover out of the picture by bludg¬ 
eoning him with a hammer and 
stabbing him in the neck after 
luring him to his house. 

But that failed when his blood- 
soaked victim managed to get away 
when Sterling’s attack was inter¬ 
rupted by family members calling at 


his door. Six weeks later, he murdered 
his former partner Wendy Mann. 

Sterling, aged 63, was jailed for life 
after being found guilty of her murder 
and the attempted murder of Trevor 
Tyndale last week. Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard how Sterling left 
his house in Guns Lane, West Brom¬ 
wich, early on August 27, 2015. 

Hooded 

CCTV captured a figure appearing 
to emerge from his home, heading 
in the direction of Miss Mann’s flat 
in Chapel Street. Mr Tyndale, The 
mother-of-three’s new lover told the 
court he saw a hooded man ‘hanging 
around’ near her flat when he left 
at 6.30am. Over the next few hours, 


Sterling went into his ex-partner’s 
home and strangled the 26-year-old. 

The jury heard how there was no 
signs of forced entry into the flat, sug¬ 
gesting Miss Mann knew her killer 
and had let him in. 

Prosecutor Mr Mark Hayward said 
she had been dragged from the living 
room as the life was being squeezed 
out of her. Experts said she may have 
also received a blow to her head be¬ 
fore being strangled. Nothing was 
heard from Miss Mann from around 
10am. Normally a prolific texter, 
friends and family grew concerned as 
her phone remained switched off. 

Miss Mann’s brother and his 
partner went round to her house at 
around 10pm to check on her. They 


thought it unusual that her window 
was open at that time but decided 
they would come back the next morn¬ 
ing with the spare key. When they 
did they found her lying motionless 
on the floor. 

One of the first people who was 
called was Sterling. Although he and 
Miss Mann were no longer together, 
Sterling would still see the family be¬ 
cause of the children. 

Miss Mann’s brother Stephen 
told Sterling down the phone that 
he thought she was dead. Sterling 
claimed in court this was the first he 
knew of her death - and broke down 
in tears at recalling the phone call - 
but the jury did not buy it. 

Inconsistencies in his story came to 


light. When arrested over the attack 
on Mr Tyndale, he told police his love 
rival had picked up a knife from his 
kitchen before launching an attack on 
him. But he told the jury in court Mr 
Tyndale had brought the knife into 
his home from outside. 

CCTV footage was also damning, 
showing a figure leaving Guns Lane, 
where Sterling lived, and heading 
towards Chapel Street using a white 
phone. At that exact moment, Miss 
Mann had received a call from her 
son’s phone - which was white. 

A figure was then picked up walk¬ 
ing back the other way carrying a 
bag over his shoulder. The children’s 
clothes were missing from Miss 
Mann’s flat after she was found dead 


Life behind bars - Leroy Sterling 

and it was suggested Sterling had 
taken them as he knew they would 
never see their mother again. 

Sterling’s DNA was found on Miss 
Mann’s body, but none from Mr Tyn¬ 
dale who had spent the night with 
her. 

The prosecution suggested that 
pointed to Sterling having had con¬ 
tact with her after she had showered 
that morning. Neighbours also told 
how the pair had rowed over her rela¬ 
tionship with Mr Tyndale. 

Sentencing Sterling to life in 
prison, Judge James Burbidge told 
him: “Your actions have also deprived 
these children at possibly the time of 
greatest need, growing up, their fa¬ 
ther figure.” 


hy: 





Orangeries, Porches, Fascias 
and Soffit Boards - 


Cleaning 
Services now available 
to restore all your uPVC 
products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 





No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 

Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 

shrowrooms in the UK 

Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 



lardian 


| 

Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 





Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 





MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON FEBRUARY INSTALLATIONS 


EREERHONE10800, 9,1716060wvjww.rydalewinclowsTccfluK 


EkmgjQ£B§, 


Blackheath 


5!30pm 
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Watson hails decision on 
Brexit as 'fundamental' 



TOM Watson has hailed a Su¬ 
preme Court decision on Ar¬ 
ticle 50 that he says will mean 
Parliament ‘plays a major 
role’ in Britain’s post-Brexit 
future. 

Labour’s deputy leader said 
the ruling, which means Theresa 
May needs the approval of MPs 
and peers before she can formally 
start Britain’s exit from the EU, is 
‘fundamental’ in terms of assert¬ 
ing parliamentary sovereignty 

The West Bromwich East MP said: 
“While this decision should not slow 
the progress of Brexit, it will mean 
that Parliament will play a major role 
in what comes after Article 50 is trig¬ 
gered. 

“I think this judgment was funda¬ 
mental in terms of who runs Britain. 
Parliament is sovereign rather than 
the executive. 

“It is a subtle point but a very im¬ 
portant one, as people have been ar¬ 
guing for decades that our Parliament 
should be stronger.” 

Agree 

The West Bromwich West Labour 
MP Adrian Bailey said he had been 
expecting the result. “I agree with the 
judgement completely, and will look at 
the bill before it goes before the Com¬ 
mons before making any decision,” he 
added. 

“My inclination is to vote for trig¬ 
gering Article 50.1 have to respect the 
referendum result. Until Article 50 is 
triggered I don’t think we will really 
see the shape of what Brexit will mean 
for Britain. 

“I will look at any amendments and 
there could well be some that I agree 
with, but I don’t want to see anything 
put forward that is seen as simply a 
delaying tactic.” 

John Spellar, Labour MP for War- 


ley, said: “It was inevitable that the 
Government was going to lose and I 
genuinely have no idea why they ap¬ 
pealed the High Court decision in the 
first place. 

“I don’t see that there will be any 
delay to Article 50 as there is a clear 
majority in favour of triggering it. 

“However, when it goes through 
Parliament and the Lords there is no 
doubt that it will be challenged.” 

Halesowen & Rowley Regis MP 
James Morris said that he respects the 
referendum result and would be voting 


to trigger Article 50 as soon as it goes 
before Parliament. 

“In Halesowen & Rowley Regis I will 
be doing all I can to ensure that we get 
the best possible deal from our exit, 
and take full advantage of the oppor¬ 
tunities it will present,” the Conserva¬ 
tive MP added. 

In a statement to MPs in the Com¬ 
mons, Brexit Secretary David Davis, 
said the Government respected the 
judges’ rulings and would table legisla¬ 
tion to trigger Article 50 ‘within days’ 
with a ‘straightforward’ bill. 




Attention 

all pet owners 



YourVets24 Smethwick is a new kind of vet 
clinic, passionate about providing affordable 
veterinary care for all. We offer the highest 
standards of vet care at fantastic low prices - 
24 hours a day! 


Open day 

Sunday 12th Feb 12-4pm 

We are throwing a big party and 
we would love you to come along! 


• Open 8am-7pm weekdays 

• Open Saturdays and Sundays 

• 24hr emergency clinic 

• Car parking and easy access 


01215161999 

www.yourvets.co.uk 


YourVets24 Smethwick, Londonderry Ln, 
Queen’s Head B67 7EW 


Your 


Vets 



THE AFFORDABLE VETS WHO LOVE YOUR PETS 


• Tea & cake stall 






This Saturday.. On purchases over £20 


BIGGER MENSWEAR 


THIS SATURDAY £15.99 


DAPOL 00 LOCOS 


TROUSERS 
42 TO 64 WAIST 

THIS SATURDAY 
SELECTED STYLES 
£20 £25 


WARM CAR COATS 
2XLT0 6XL 
THIS SATURDAY 
SELECTED STYLES 
£30 £35 


KING SIZE 

THIS SATURDAY £15.99 


FOOTWEAR 


MENS TIMOTHY 
BRAND SHOES 

Black, Lace size 7-14 
Normally £45 a pair 

THIS SAT. EXTRA 
DISCOUNT £32 A PAIR 


Class 73 2 versions Usually 
£140.60 

THIS SAT £95.60 

Class 52 2 versions 
Usually £136.45 

THIS SAT. EXTRA 
DISCOUNT £92.78 


OXFORD RAIL 


PYJAMAS 
38 TO 60 CHEST 

THIS SATURDAY 
SELECTED STYLES 
£18 £22 

WARM WINCEYETTE 
AND POLY COTTON 
DRESSING GOWNS 
ALSO REDUCED 


FLANNELETTE SHEETS 


LADIES SLIPPERS 

Hetty Brand sizes 4-8 
Usually £12.99 

THIS SAT. EXTRA 
DISCOUNT £9.59 A PAIR 


MODEL TRAINS 


Visit our Model Rail 
Website for new arrivals 
" _• and special Prices 
www.aoakes.co.uk 


New Loco Adams Radial 
Southern 3520 Usually £104.95 

THIS SAT. EXTRA 
DISCOUNT £71.36 

(We have 4 more versions to choose from) 

PROBLEMS WITH POINTS? 
LOCOS NOT WELL? 

YOU NEED OUR TRAIN DOCTOR 


2 SHEETS & PILLOW CASES DAPO l ‘N’ GAUGE 

SINGLE BED LOCOS THIS SATURDAY 

THIS SATURDAY £11.99 WAGONS & COACHES 

DOUBLE BED ALL EXTRA DISCOUNTS 


TRAIN SETS AND 
CURRENT 00 & N GAUGE 
LOCOS EXCLUDED 
FROM OFFER 



174/180 Vicarage Road, 

Nr Oldbury, B68 8JB 
Tel: 0121 552 1684 

CUSTOMER CAR PARK 
Open Monday to Saturday 9 am to 5.30 pm, 
Wednesday 9.00 am to 12.30 pm 


I 



• uPVC Back & Front Doors Fully 
Fitted from £460 

• Windows from £180 

• Conservatories from £4495 

• French Doors from £700 

• Patio Doors from £750 

• Extentions & Garage Conversions 


Also Available - Guardian Tiled 
Roof System (LABC approved) 


West 

Midlands 

DOUBLE 

GLAZING 


Composite Doors 

Fully Fitted from £700 


77 Over End Street, 
West Bromwich B70 6EY 


Tel: 0800 080 7076 0121 532 0784 fe f 


flv first consultation 
at YV24 Smethwick 
with this voucher* 


4**% W m vaccinations 
^ at YV24 Smethwick 

Jb JiL with this voucher* 


www.westmidlandsglazing.com • Friendly, personal touch and jobs completed to high standards 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 2, 2017 


























































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 2, 2017 


10 



Grandson Howard Forti and family with the memorial 


Members of The British Legion with their standards, seen during the silence 


Children from Eaton Park Valley Primary School seen at the ceremony 



A TRIBUTE set in stone has been un¬ 
veiled to a First World War hero in his 
hometown during a moving ceremo¬ 
ny in front of veterans, schoolchil¬ 
dren and proud family members. 

The memorial at the foot of the ceno¬ 
taph in Dartmouth Park, West Bromwich, 
honours Captain Robert Phillips, who was 
awarded the Victoria Cross for outstand¬ 
ing bravery in rescuing his wounded com¬ 
manding officer under ferocious fire in the 
Mesopotamia campaign. 

Last Wednesday’s ceremony, which took place 
in dazzling sunshine, was led by Rev Dwayne 
McQuaid who told the gathered crowd: “The 
courage and devotion he showed is an inspira- 
Sandwell mayor Councillor Julie Webb tion to us all.” 


The soldier’s grandson, 50-year-old Howard 
Forti, from Surrey, unveiled the memorial stone 
before wreaths were laid by the West Midlands’ 
High Sheriff Dr Keith Bradshaw, Sandwell 
mayor Councillor Julie Webb, members of the 
Royal British Legion and local veterans’ groups. 

And there was applause for a touching musical 
tribute by the choir of nearby Eaton Valley Pri¬ 
mary School, who sang Remember. 

The service took place just a mile from foundry 
worker son Captain Phillips’ former home in Hill 
Top where he was born in 1895. After attend¬ 
ing King Edwards VI Grammar School in Aston, 
Birmingham, he embarked on a 40-year career 
with the Inland Revenue, interrupted only by his 
war service. In 1913 he was transferred to the 
department’s London office where he enlisted in 
March 1914 with the lst/15th Company of the 
London Regiment. Six months later he was com¬ 


missioned in the 13th Battalion Royal Warwick¬ 
shire Regiment but attached to the 9th Battalion 
as a temporary lieutenant, later promoted to the 
rank of captain. 

He was wounded at Gallipoli in 1915 but went 
on to become involved, the following year, in 
fierce fighting against the Turkish army near 
Kut in Mesopotamia, modern-day Iraq. 

On the January 25, 1917, a Turkish counter 
attack had driven the leading British troops out 
of their trenches. Colonel Edward Henderson, 
his commanding officer, was severely wounded 
during the battalion’s assault to regain the Brit¬ 
ish position. Lieutenant Phillips had been trying 
to lay telephone cables with a team of signallers 
who were killed in the attempt. 

He turned his attention to rescuing Col Hen¬ 
derson where he lay wounded in No Man’s Land. 
After several attempts made under intense fire, 



Captain Phillips in his uniform 



INLITEN FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


INLITEN BACK 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 

ZqXoYoYoYo) 


...Including 
fitting! 


...Including 

fitting! 


• Full Window Doctor Service Available 

• Misted Units Replaced 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


e Your NEW windows will sparkle this Winter 
• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 


d/emrny planed. ...job 

dom, IJmJcyou, t/ery mck" 

Mrs Taylor of Halesowen 

good lociolobte, fyUuy term, 

venybdjte, 

twd itiouyly lecotmuend" 

Mr& Mrs Whitehosue ofHasbury 

Mty iotufad uidk tie u/uu/ouii ouid 

Wty - u>M Keeomtend ti dtim " 

Mrs Gould of Hurst Green 





It UK 30 to be 


Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


Visit our showroom 


Deal direct with the owner 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 



SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONEUNES OPEN: 9 00am 9 00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 





FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 


rvi /vs r>r\ 
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Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 
No deposit. Then take interest free credit. 

The Winter Sale offer ends this Sunday 5pm at Cousins. 

There's huge reductions throughout all departments, 
sofas, dining and bedroom furniture, beds, carpets, 
homewares and much more. 

At (p usin S we've got a really 
big store full of Cittte wonders... 



*\ £999 


LIMITED 
SALE OFFER 


ARBRE COMPLETE CORNERGROUP 

(INCLUDES SCATTER CUSHIONS AND FOOTSTOOL) 

Was £4499 





CLEARANCE 

STOCK 


CARPETS, 
FLOORING 
& RUGS 






K&Kin 

Joseph 


Parker Knoll 




5 HAL O L2J .MT\ ! TEMPUR 


r» 1 11* . i .tsiMti. Q DTRESTA ^ 


(ousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. Bll 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


CELEBRATING 



• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 


TRUSTED MERCHANT 

2016 


★ ★★★★ 

feefo* I 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £324. Interest rate 0% fixed. No Deposit. Pay nothing for the first year, then 12 payments of £27. 0% APR Representative. Total amount payable 
£324 Subject to status. Written details on request. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 05.02.17. Offer not available on clearance items, 
web specials or in-store concessions. * See website for further details on our price promise. 
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Distributors of Land Rover, Jaguar and 
Classic British Parts and Accessories 


mm 



CALL NOW: 0121 374 2807 

Unit 25, Kelvin Way, Industrial Estate, Kelvin Way, West Bromwich B70 7TW 


www.bsb-autoparts.co.uk 


Specialists in Jaguar/Land 
Rover parts at BSB Autos 


Commercial feature 

BRITISH Spares - Birmingham 
(BSB), based in West Bromwich, are 
a specialist supplier of Land Rover, 
Jaguar and classic British vehicle 
parts and accessories, supplying 
worldwide to both trade and the 
public. 

Operating from 15,000 sq feet, with 
highly trained individual staff boasting 
more than 60 years of combined 
specialist parts experience within the 
sector, it offers an excellent customer 
service to suit everybody’s Land Rover 
and Jaguar parts needs. 

The company, located on the Kelvin 
Way Trading Estate, has an extensive 
product range of genuine, OEM 
(Original Equipment) branded, from UK 
blue chip manufacturers and quality 
replacement parts and accessories, 
suitable for the whole of the Land 
Rover and Jaguar past and present 
vehicle range. BSB can supply parts 
going back to the original Land Rover 
series and Jaguar e-type, right up to 
the the current vehicles available on the 
market. Priding itself on its punctuality 
and competitive pricing, BSB promise 
that most parts can be supplied to 
customer on the same day of ordering, 
or within 24 hours with its delivery and 
courier service. 

The business is run by managing 
director Peter Whitehouse, whose 
vast experience derives from being 
ex-managing director of Land Rover 
specialist parts and accessories 
supplier Bearmach. 

He wants to reach out to potential 
customers in the West Midlands. 

“The company operates worldwide 
and we send a lot of products into 
Europe,” he said. “We also have a sister 



Staff at British Spares - Birmingham have 60 years of combined experience 


CONTACT US 


Name: British Spares - Birmingham 
(BSB Autoparts) 

Address: BSB Autoparts PTY LTD, 
Unit 25, Kelvin Way Trading Estate, 
Kelvin Way, West Bromwich, B70 7TW 
Phone: 0121 374 2807 
Website: www.bsb-autoparts.co.uk/ 
Email: sales@bsbautoparts.co.uk 


company based out in Australia, called 
BMI - British Motor Imports, and so do 
a lot of work with them. They are the 
largest distributor of Land Rover/Jaguar 
parts in Australia.” 

British Spares - Birmingham recently 
introduced its own range of Recovery 
brand off-road and style upgrades and 
accessory range of Land Rover parts. 

The brand has been developed over 
100 years of combined experience 
at BMI Australia and British Spares - 
Birmingham, to design, engineer and 
introduce a comprehensive high quality 


range of off-Road, Land Rover/Range 
Rover upgrades and accessories. 

The new range can be classified into 
two separate categories, Rough Terrain 
and Urban Style. Rough Terrain offers 
off-road and performance parts that are 
robust and versatile while Urban Style 
provides premium style and security 
parts and accessories for the premium 
Land Rover and Range Rover luxury 
vehicles. 

Peter added: “We’re very much a 
specialist company but we’ve got over 
60 years of combined experience in the 
4x4s. We want to make local garages 
and Land Rover and Jaguar owners 
aware of our West Bromwich facility 
and that we have a trade counter. We 
want to ensure the customer gets the 
right parts and that the right technical 
support is provided, where needed.” 

To see some of the parts British 
Spares - Birmingham sell go to www. 
bsb-autoparts.co.uk or call 0121 374 
2807. Alternatively, you can email 
sales@bsbautoparts.co.uk 



FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY < I 

WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE * W 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified jobs 
for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily basis until 
you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 






























Gear up for racing 
and rally legends 



Show is a must date for all the retro car fans 


COMPETITION 

GET revved up you motor 
fans, a fantastic line-up of 
rallying and racing legends is 
joining the 15th anniversary 
‘Super Show’ celebrations of 
Race Retro. 

The international historic motorsport 
show returns to Stoneleigh Park, 
Warwickshire, from Friday, February 
24- Sunday, February 26. And 15 
readers will have to chance to win a 
pair of tickets. 

The ‘Flying Finns’ of rally drivers Ari 
Vatanen and Markku Alen will both be 
in action, behind the wheel on the Live 
Rally Stage, joining the 70-80 cars and 
drivers from Rallying with Group B, 
while inside the halls Le Mans legend 
Tom Kristensen will be on the Motor 
Sport Live Stage along with motorcy¬ 
cle champion ‘Fast’ Freddie Spencer. 

Vatanen appears on Saturday and 
Sunday, while Alen will be in the show 
on Friday afternoon before driving on 
Saturday. Kristensen also appears on 
Saturday as an inductee in the Motor 
Sport Hall of Fame. Spencer, nominat¬ 
ed as an inductee for 2017, appears 
Saturday and Sunday. 

The Motor Sport Hall of Fame will 
see an entire hall dedicated to induct¬ 
ees into this auspicious role of honour. 
Visitors will get the chance to see 
cars and bikes linked to Hall of Fame 
inductees from racing and rallying as 
well as enjoying live interviews with 
the stars on the Motor Sport Live 
Stage. 

There will be a celebration of the 
50th anniversary of the Cosworth 
DFV, curated by designer Mike Costin, 
with cars including Keke Rosberg’s 
Williams FW08, a Cosworth 4-wd and 
a McLaren 23 on display 

There will also be a tribute to Jim 
Clark with the first appearance in over 


four decades of the Lotus 33 chassis 
R11 which is about to benefit from a 
sympathetic restoration by Classic 
Team Lotus, with Clive Chapman at 
the show to talk about the project. 

Race Retro will also mark 40-years 
of Donington Park with a display from 
the Donington Grand Prix Collection 
as well as highlighting the teenagers 
competing in Historic Motorsport as 
an avenue to becoming a professional 
racing driver in ‘Teenage Kicks’. 

The halls will have more classic cars 
and historic motorsport vehicles than 
ever before covering all disciplines 
from Formula One to hill climbing, rally 
to GT cars, with fantastic displays by 
motorsport clubs from around the UK. 

Silverstone Auctions return with two 
sales - its traditional Classics vehicle 
sale on Sunday along with a dedicated 
Competition Car sale on Saturday. 

Visitors also have the opportunity to 
drive a professionally prepared classic 
car, have a rally driver and navigator 
masterclass, or take part in the Retro 


Classic Tour, thanks to HERO, the 
Historic Endurance Rally Organisa¬ 
tion. 

The extensive trader village and 
Autojumble will offer everything you 
need for the coming season - be it 
as a driver, mechanic, crew or an 
ardent enthusiast - with over 250 
specialist traders. 

Tickets for Race Retro 2017 are 
now on sale with free parking and 
a free show guide for all visitors. 

For the latest updates, visit www. 
raceretro.com 


HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning 
a pair of tickets send your name, 
phone number and email address 
(the organisers will send etickets) to 
Retro Car Competition, Chronicle 
editorial 51 -53 Queen Street, Wol¬ 
verhampton, WV1 1ES. Closing date: 
Thursday Febuary 9. 



270 NEWTON ROAD • GREAT BARR • 0121 357 9666 


sky sports www.special-spices.co.uk ^bT Sport 


Takeaways 


available 


Multi Screen 


TVs 


According to our I 
customers we are the best 
Indian restaurant in the 
West Midlands 




Vl 

J s s peci a l s 


Fine wines, 
whiskeys 
and liqueurs 
available 


CARLING, 
STRONGBOW & 
JOHN SMITHS 

ONLY £2.10 P P |NT 

MONDAY TO THURSDAY 
from 2pm - 6pm 


FREE BOTTLE 
OF HOUSE WINE 
with orders in house 
of £25 or over 

Valid until 15.2.17 



ROL1IK 


BUY 


•e now able 

ANY Role? 


* Gold & Silver Jewellery 
Watches 

Diamond Rings 
Pre-Owned Rolex’s 

* Jewellery Repair 

& Cleaning Services 
Replace Missing Diamonds 

* Watch Servicing & Batteries 


Bach watch will 


ICappel Warehouse 


FEBRUARY SALE NOW ON 


> Stripe carpets from £4.77 per sq metre 

• All stock fitted within 24 hours 

• Laminate flooring from £20 per pack 

• Vmyl from £4.77 per square metre 

> Carpets bleach cleanable from £4.99 sq yard 

> End of roll carpets from £15.00 


0121 572 0202 

Unit 14, New Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 OPG 

Opening Times: Mon - Sat 9am - 6pm Sunday 10am - 4pm 


GOLL PRICES THE 
HIGHEST IN YEARS 


Full Sovereign 

£212 

Full K rugger arid 

£905 


9ct Gold £10.50 
18ct Gold £21.00 
22ct Gold £25.66 

(price as of 31.1.17) 


Best rates and pay no commission on all foreign currency 


We sell £1 = 1.13 
We buy £1 = 1.21 

Price Paid 31.1.17 


We sell £1 = 1.215 
We buy £1 = 1.30 

Price Paid 31.1.17 


Highly skilled craftsmen are 
ready to take on any repair project, 
or simply a service of a 
treasured timepiece... 

Simply pop in and we will give you 
a FREE estimate. 


/powittuHlr* $ 


^irbTTK Mir FW 


MASSIVE 

DISCOUNTS! 


15 Market Place, Wednesbury WSIO 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 


'FindiusronfFacebookJat 


BowianglesMidlands 


BFt HUGEST EVES SUE 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE 2 SEATER SOFA REGULAR SOFA IN 
CRUSHED VELVET 


sale £299 


100’S OFSUITES FROM £399, SOFAS FROM £199 
ARMCHAIRS FROM £99 


BELUSSIMO SWIVEL LEATHER & 
FABRIC RECLINER CHAIR & FOOTSTOOL 
NSPE398 

m. HALF PRICE 

stock 

COLOURS 

RAVEL LEATHER REGULAR SOFA IN 
BLACK, BROWN OR CREAM 


£199 EACH 


NSP £499 

SALE £199 




BED SALE 

DIRECT FROM OUR 
FACTORY SHOP 


HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & 
MATTRESSES TO fAKE AWAY 

SINGLE MAH FROM £39 
DOUBLE MAH FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 


EVE MATTRESSES (AS SEEN ON TV) 
SINGLE WAS £349 SALE £149 
(double WAS £549 SALE £249 
KING WAS £629 SALE £279 
We make bespoke Mattresses 
and Divans, all shapes and sizes 


100’S OF FASHION BEDFRAMES, 
DIVANS, HEADBOARDS, 
OTTOMAN BEDS, SOFA BEDS AT 
FACTORY DIRECT PRICES 
INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON ALL 
PURCHASES OVER £500 
0% representative 
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SUPPLIERS OF ALL 
TYPES OF PET FOOD 




HOW IN STOCK §13.99 

mviriTTi fTfMTiTnfTrrm 


Unit 1A, 175 Hill Street, 

Smethwick B66 2AS 

TEL: 0121 565 1187 - -— , 

MOB: 07462 301701 


Smethwick 


Open Everyday 10am-6pm OPEN SUNDAY lOAM - 4PM 

BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 8XF. 

OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

0121 557 6885 a 

BIG CHOICE OF DINING FURNITURE & SOFAS 




STAR CLUTCHES LTD & 
SERVICE GENliRE 


r * CLUTCHES * GEAR BOXES * SERVICING 
* NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
^ * MOTS * RECOVERY * EXHAUSTS 


★ BODYWORK * TYRES * DIAGNOSTICS , 
All MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 


12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 
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Helpers 
plea by 
SSAFA 
charity 

A CHARITY supporting 
the Armed Forces as well 
as veterans and their fam¬ 
ilies is on the look out for 
new volunteers. 

SSAFA, which has 
a branch serving the 
Wednesbury area, says it 
is seeing an increasing de¬ 
mand for its services and 
wants to bolster its ranks. 

In 2016, the charity 
supported 279 veterans 
and their families in need 
across the West Midlands. 

The charity offers a 
range of support such as 
help with home repairs, 
health problems and train¬ 
ing costs and operates in 
Dudley, Walsall,Wednes¬ 
bury and Wolverhampton. 

Sue Pillar, from the char¬ 
ity, said: “SSAFA predicts 
that the welfare needs of 
the Armed Forces commu¬ 
nity will continue to rise. 

Second World War veter¬ 
ans are now well into their 
nineties and the impact of 
conflicts such as the Falk- 
lands, Bosnia, Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan on our younger 
veterans and their families 
continue to reveal them¬ 
selves. 

“Volunteering for 
SSAFA is a unique chal¬ 
lenge that is rewarding, 
interesting and hands-on, 
that requires planning and 
problem solving using local 
knowledge to support the 
varying needs of a wide 
range of people.” 

Anyone interested in vol¬ 
unteering can visit www. 
ssafa.org.uk/newrecruits 
or call 0800 032 5612. 


FOCUS ON WEDNESBURY 


Thankful father saddles 
up to support hospital 


A THANKFUL father plans to pedal 300 miles 
in aid of Birmingham Children’s Hospital 
Charity in return for saving his daughter’s life. 

Matthew Vipond, from Wednesbury, will saddle up 
in September for the charity’s first ever London to 
Paris cycling challenge. His daughter, 10-year-old 
Libby, received major spinal surgery at the hospital 
last year. 

It came after staff found 
her spine was underde¬ 
veloped when she was six 
months old, causing her 
head to be permanently 
tilted. Libby will be follow¬ 
ing in her father’s footsteps 
after she received her very 
own bike for Christmas. 


Whilst Libby learns how 
to ride her new bike, Mat¬ 
thew will be pedalling in 
the hope of raising £1,500 
for the neurosurgery ward 
where Libby was treated. 
Mr Vipond said: “Taking 
part in this event for such 
a worthwhile cause is really 
important to me. 

“I can’t wait to give some¬ 
thing back to Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital, which 
helped to give my daughter 
her life back. Words really 
can’t describe what it means 
to me. Libby can now enjoy 
playtime with all of her 
friends at school. My family 
can look forward to a won¬ 
derful future, so hopefully 
the money will help other 
families in the future too.” 


By Lucy Thompson 

Mr Vipond, aged 35, who 
works as a warehouse man¬ 
ager at TK Maxx, is among 
30 others who have already 
set the wheels in motion to 
take part in the fundraiser. 

He has registered to take 
part in the 300-mile event, 
which runs from September 
6 to September 10. “I only 
cycled when I was younger 
so it’ll be interesting but 
I’ve started training and 
I’ve actually been enjoying 
it,” he said. 

Annie Eytle, acting events 
and regional fundraising 
manager at Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital Charity, 
said: “It’s always so inspira¬ 
tional to hear that the care 
and treatment our hospital 
delivers every day inspires 
our families to fundraise. 

“We’re so grateful to 
Matthew for deciding to say 
thank you to our incredible 
staff in this way.” To spon¬ 
sor Mr Vipond, visit www. 
doitforcharity.com/mattvi- 
pond 



Matthew Vipond, from Wednesbury, with daughter Libby. He will be cycling from London to Paris to raise money 


Two city 
schools 
latest to 
join trust 

AN academies trust which 
includes a Wednesbury 
school, is to be joined by 
two secondary schools in 
Wolverhampton. 

South Wolverhampton 
and Bilston Academy and 
North East Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Academy will soon be 
sponsored by Ormiston 
Academies Trust. 

The schools are both cur¬ 
rently sponsored by City of 
Wolverhampton Academy 
Trust, which has given its 
approval for the new lead¬ 
ership. Trust bosses say 
the schools will benefit 
from best practice at other 
member schools while re¬ 
taining unique names and 
a degree of independence. 

Ormiston Academies 
Trust is one of the coun¬ 
try’s largest education 
providers and has a strong 
footprint in the West Mid¬ 
lands. nationally it cur¬ 
rently sponsors 31 schools. 

Ormiston Forge Acad¬ 
emy in Cradley Heath, 
George Salter Academy in 
West Bromwich, Ormis¬ 
ton Sandwell Community 
Academy in Tividale and 
Wodensborough Ormiston 
Academy in Wednesbury 
are all part of the trust. 

Toby Salt, Chief Exec¬ 
utive Officer, said: “At 
Ormiston we are com¬ 
mitted to ensuring every 
student achieves their 
full potential, whatever 
their background, and we 
look forward to helping 
the schools build on their 
improvements of recent 
years.” 



Freshly Made Sandwiches Made To Order 
We Open For Breakfast 8am Till 4pm Mon / Sat 

We also offer buffets starting from £2.50 per head 
19 Lower High Street Wednesbury WS10 7AL 
0121448 4210 07577 833200 Free Local Delivery 


0121 502 
0121 556 1122 
07831 394973 
s.d-l@hotmail.co.uk 


Take care of funeral costs, and 
you’re taking care of them. 

S.WEBB & SON LTD. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

It’s as simple as that. 

We all enjoy doing things for our family. And 
often it’s the little things that mean the most. It 
could even be something as simple as covering 
the cost of your funeral in advance. That’s why 
we recommend Golden Charter Funeral Plans. 

With a plan in place you can specify your wishes 
and take care of the funeral 
director’s costs included in your 
plan at today’s prices. It’s a 
way to beat the ever-rising cost 
of funerals, and get peace of 
mind. Not just for yourself, but 
for your family too. 





Golden Charter 

Funeral Plans 

To find out more, call us today 
S Webb & Son Ltd 

17 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, West Midlands WS10 7HQ. 

Call (0121) 556 0056 

/ Peace of mind for you and your family 
/ Protection against rising funeral costs 
S From the UK’s largest funeral plan provider 

To find out more about Golden Charter Funeral Plans °^ 
please return this coupon to the address opposite. 

Mr/Mrs/Ms Initial: Surname: 

Address: 


Use of your data: Both Golden Charter and the funeral director may use your details including your 
email address to keep you informed about other products and services. If you would prefer not to 
receive this information, please tick here: D Golden Charter and the funeral director respect your 
privacy and will not share your personal data with any third parties. 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



Friendly advice from a family run business 
with 35 years experience. 

We offer a full range of services from free 
quote and design to installation central 
heating, building work, plastering and tiling. 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WSIO 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com jA 


✓ FREE FITTING 


✓ FREE 
DELIVERY 

✓ SELECT AT 
HOME 
SERVICE 


_ Trustworthy, 

reliable personal 
service with over 
30 years experience, 
V all work and products 
W fully guaranteed. 

W We will not be beaten on 
r price, quality or service. 


THE WEDNESBURY FLOORING COMPANY 

Open 9.30am - 5pm Tel: 0121 502 3061 
83 Walsall Street, Wednesbury WSIO 9EN 


BATHROOMS • KITCHENS 

EASY ACCESS BATH & SHOWER REFITS 


INSTALLATION OR SUPPLY ONLY 

LARGE SHOWROOM 

interia 11 


SUPPLY ONLY 

)om 

CREATING 
KITCHENS & ■ 

BATHROOMS 




























































































Hundreds join in Trump protest 
as US travel ban policy begins 


HUNDREDS of protesters 
gathered in Birmingham city 
centre to voice their anger 
over Donald Trump’s contro¬ 
versial travel ban. 

People from across the Black 
Country and Staffordshire packed 
into Victoria Square to oppose the 
President’s edict, which has been 
widely condemned. 

An executive order signed by Mr 
Trump on Friday halted the US ref¬ 
ugee programme for 120 days, indef¬ 
initely banned Syrian refugees, and 
temporarily suspended the entry of 
nationals from seven Muslim-major- 
ity countries. Scores of people bore 
placards criticising the decision and 
urging the Government to rethink 


we have this protest in Birmingham 
as well all those in America shows 
he’s not very popular already. Hope¬ 
fully this turns into a movement 
which sees him removed or at the 
very least turned into a sitting duck. 

“The travel ban is ridiculous. My 
grandfather is American, my great 
grandfather came over as a refu¬ 
gee. People have got to look at their 
family trees and if they went back 
100 years it would be them getting 
turned away at the border.” 

The event was part of a nationwide 
movement last night. Protests were 
held in cities across the UK, with 
thousands marching on Downing 
Mr Trump’s planned state visit, played a defiant ‘No to racism, No Street in London and huge numbers 
Some signs carried widely-spread Trump’. Nick Hart, a 24-year-old in particular in Glasgow, Edinburgh 
anti-Trump messages like ‘Build receptionist from Smethwick, was and Newcastle. 

Bridges Not Walls’, while others dis- among the crowds. He said: “The fact Meanwhile, more than 1.3 million 



Hundreds of Trump demonstrators at Victoria Square, Birmingham 


people have signed a petition calling 
for Mr Trump’s state visit to be can¬ 
celled. 

The Birmingham event was or¬ 
ganised by father-of-two Hasanain 
Jaffer. The businessman said: “[The 
travel ban] has been quite a source 
of sadness for me. When I look at the 
amount of people affected - families 
torn apart for no good reason and 
painted with the same brush - it’s 
hard to take. The general tone of all 
his policies - especially the travel 
ban - makes life difficult for Muslims 
and normalises Islamophobia.” 

In response to condemnation, Mr 
Trump tweeted: “There is nothing 
nice about searching for terrorists 
before they can enter our country. 
This was a big part of my campaign. 
Study the world! ” 


MPs hit out 
over UK invite 

DONALD Trump’s planned state visit to 
the UK has provoked a furious response 
from some of the region’s politicians, who 
are calling for the trip to be called off. 

During her visit to the White House last 
week, Theresa May extended an invitation 
for Mr Trump to visit Britain. 

But many people say the visit should be 
cancelled following his signing of the exec¬ 
utive. 

Downing Street has insisted that the visit 
will go ahead, but West Bromwich West MP 
Adrian Bailey said the order conflicts with 
the Geneva Convention regarding refugees, 
adding that Mr Trump needed to take ‘a 
less populist’ approach. 

Labour’s deputy leader Tom Watson 
branded the policy as ‘ill conceived’, but 
said he hoped Mr Trump’s visit to the UK 
could go ahead once he had lifted the travel 
ban. 

Walsall North MP David Winnick de¬ 
scribed the ban as ‘blatant discrimination’ 
and said Mr Trump was in danger of becom¬ 
ing ‘a recruitment sergeant’ for extremists. 

“I would never have invited him to the 
UK in the first place,” he added. 


15 



Nobody cares mor 
for your pets than 
Bearwood Vets 


Bearwood Veterinary Clinic 


Book your appointment now: 

(©0121 429 1400 



- Approved Practice - 


bearwoodvets.co.uk 

1-2 Lightwoods Road. Bearwood, 

Birmingham, B67 5AY 


Bring these vouchers and save! 


/" 


— ■. 



Puppy and 
Kitten Starter 
Packs 




Best value 
vaccination 


For dogs cats c 
Applies to a or 
Excludes rabies 
cough. Offer v, 
2017. Only a va 
practices 


chlamydia and kenn< 
id till end of March 
able at participating 




Your first 
consultation 
is on us 


Available to all new clients or new 
pets. Applies to the cost of the 
appointment only. Does not apply to 
any necessary meds, prescriptions or 
vaccinations. 


Offers exclusively available at Bearwood Vets until end of March 2017 



Elite uPVC Repairs At last! A company you can Trust and Rely on 


We can repair/replace the following:- 


• Window/Door/Patio Handles 

• Window/Door Hinges 

• Window/Door/Patio Locks 

• Patio Wheels & Tracks 


• Rubber Seals & Gaskets 

• Letterboxes 

• Rubber Seals 

• Silicone 



Broken or Misted Double Glazing Units Replaced uPVC Door Lock Specialists | We also fit Energy Rated Window and Doors 


For your FREE quote please call 0800 028 7685 or 07412 7666651 www.Elite-Property-Services.co.uk 
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Are 


CHRONICLE 


you 

in the I 

picture? 


Have you appeared 
in the Chronicle? 



Order your photos now 

Go to: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 

Or call: 01902 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) 


We offer: photos | canvas prints |mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
tablet wallpaper| MMS messages 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to view 
and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 


West Bromwich hotel 
Park inn is up for sale 


A MAJOR hotel in the Black 
Country has gone on the 
market as demand to buy ho¬ 
tels in the West Midlands is 
on the rise. 

It is the Park Inn by Radisson 
Birmingham West in West Brom¬ 
wich. 

Specialist property adviser Chris¬ 
tie & Co is handling the sale of six 
full-service regional Park Inn hotels 
including the 168-room Birmingham 
West in Birmingham Road. 

The Park Inns are being sold with 
options for the whole group, sub 
groups or individually. 

Christie & Co is seeking offers in the 
region of £50 million for all six. 

There is the option to be free of the 
current Park Inn branding and man¬ 
agement of Carlson Rezidor. 

The six, all located in prominent and 
high profile trading locations in town 
centres and/or along major motorway 
and transport links, also include Park 
Inn by Radisson, Telford. 

They average 144 guest bedrooms 
and have conference, banqueting and 
leisure facilities. 

Christie & Co’s head of brokerage 
for hotels Jeremy Jones said: “The 
availability of these hotels in key trad¬ 
ing markets offers an opportunity to 
acquire approximately 865 bedrooms. 

“We anticipate the properties will 
appeal to a wide range of buyers: from 
those seeking to purchase a one-off 
property to a wider global group look¬ 
ing to expand their current portfolio.” 

The Mercure Wolverhampton Gold- 
thorn Hotel and the Holiday Inn Ex¬ 
press Birmingham-Walsall were also 
put on the market in March last year. 

The 74-bedroom Goldthorn in Penn 
Road, which was part of a package of 
six regional Mercure hotels also being 
sold through Christie & Co, is under 
offer and a sale is expected to complete 
in two to three months. 


LOCAL people in Sandwell are being 
encouraged to team up and join in 
with a fun physical activity initiative 
to win up to £1,000 worth of Decath¬ 
lon vouchers for their school or team. 

Beat the Street Sandwell is being 
funded by the National Charity Part¬ 
nership - a partnership between 
Diabetes UK, the British Heart Foun¬ 
dation (BHF) and Tesco. 

Kicking off on February 8, Beat 
the Street is a popular seven-week 
walking and cycling programme that 


hopes to inspire thousands of people in 
Sandwell to get moving by transform¬ 
ing the town into an interactive game. 

Players receive points for how far 
they walk, run or cycle and the top 
three teams who travel the farthest 
will win £1,000, £500 or £250 worth of 
Decathlon vouchers. 

Over the next few days, special sen¬ 
sors called Beat Boxes will appear on 
lampposts across the town. 

These can be tapped with cards and 
fobs to receive points. 



The Park Inn, in Birmingham Road, West Bromwich 

Streetwise for activity 


i ^ . 1 1 


%) Sidhu 

PHARMACY SERVICES 

Sidhu Pharmacy has been established for over 31 years 
and during that time have developed a reputation for 
vice. This has resulted in several 
of families using our services. 


1. We are able to collect and 
deliver your prescription free from 
all surgeries in and around the West 
Bromwich area. 

2. Why not sign-up to ourElectmnic 
Prescription Service. YourGP 
surgery can send your prescription 
directly to our computer system and 
we will dispense and deliver it. 

3 . At Sidhu Pharmacy we under 
-stand that with increasing number 
of tablets, it can be difficult to keep 
track of what medication to take and 
when. We can fill your medication 
into a weekly disposable pill tray and 
deliver it to your home. 

4 . On your behalf our trained 
Pharmacy Technicians can Manage 


your prescription on a monthly 
basis so that we order your repeat 
prescription on time and deliver if 
required. 

5 . Sidhu Pharmacy provides a 
FREE MOT Health Check (BP, 
Sugar-Diabetes and Cholestrol, 
however there is a charge of £3 for 
the cholesterol strip) 

6 . We pmvide the seasonal flu- 
vaccination free for those over 65, 
diabetic patients, chronic respiratory 
disease, pregnant women, chronic 
kidney and liver disease, carer. No 
appointment required. 

7 . We also pmvide The Minor 
Ailment Scheme. This is where the 
Pharmacist will be able to assess 
your needs, give you advice and 
suggest medicines if appmpriate. 

8 . Sidhu pharmacy has three 
private consulting suites where we 
are able to discuss your medications 
and give pmfessional advice. 



Sidhu Pharmacy is situated next door 
to the new Lidl Superstore at 369-371 
High Street, West Bromwich. 


0121553 3258 


OUR SERVICES 

Compliance Trays 

Many people take a number of 
different prescription medications 
at different times of the day. We 
fully understand how confusing 
this can be and we can help 
make taking medicines easier. 
We can prepare prescriptions 
into a weekly ‘compliance tray’, 
also known as a ‘blister pack’. 
This is a free of charge service 
and we are happy to deliver to 
you or your family member if it 
is difficult to collect. You will not 
have to worry about ordering 
your medication as we will do 
everything for you, all you have 
to do is pop out the medicines 
from the pack on the correct day 
and time. 

Emergency Medicine Supplies 

If you are unable to contact 
your doctor, or in an emergency 
situation, we may be able to 
help. Genuine emergencies 
include out of hours, closed GP 
surgeries etc. 

Free Health Check 
We offer a complete health 
check service including:blood 
pressure, blood glucose and 
BMI check. 

NHS Medicines Use Review 

We offer a free NHS service 
which allows you to have a 


private consultation with your 
pharmacist and get expert 
advice from them regarding 
your medications. They can 
advice you on how and when to 
take your medication and if you 
have any concerns with your 
medication they will be able to 
help you. 

NHS New Medication Service 

When you are prescribed a 
medicine to treat a long-term 
condition for the first time, our 
pharmacists can support you to 
use the medicine safely and to 
best effect. One of our trained 
staff will talk to you approximately 
two weeks after you first receive 
the medicine to see how you are 
getting on with it and to discuss 
any problems you may have. 
Stop Smoking Cessation 
Our trained advisors are on hand 
who will be able to tell you about 
the free NHS Stop Smoking 
Service they provide and also 
give you advice about nicotine 
replacement products and 
other stop smoking medicines. 
The advisors will also conduct 
free carbon monoxide tests to 
measure your levels of carbon 
monoxide. This is a great 
motivational tool because it 
helps you to see the benefits of 
giving up smoking. 



























Dental implants 


The best option for 
multiple failing teeth 


Perfect solution for 
dentures that move 


Best replacement 
I for lost native teeth 



The Ultra Suction Denture system - clever vacuum valve offers extra stability 


Five years on - living with 
the Ultra Suction Solution 


A FRAID to laugh in public and perpetually 
having trouble eating, Jenny admits she 
left it far too long before sorting out some 
new dentures. 

Jenny (not her real name) was afraid to 
laugh in public and tried to mask the prob¬ 
lems with her false teeth by using copious 
amounts of fixative. 

“In the end it was ridiculous, I was using 
so much on the lower denture, but every 
time I ate food the denture would become 
loose. I was fighting a losing battle; all the 
fixative would be gone by the end of the 
meal,” she recalls. 

‘Stickability’ 

Aware that things were only going to get 
worse, she found her way to the Denture 
Clinic and booked in to see Practice Princi¬ 
pal Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng). 

“Dentures have to work incredibly hard 
and if there’s friction on the soft tissues 
chewing efficiency is massively decreased,” 
says Steven. 

Jenny takes up the story: “I wear full den¬ 
tures and the lower was particularly trou¬ 
blesome and would move about no matter 
what food I ate. 

“It was hopeless really. Chewing crusty 
bread, eating apples and steaks were totally 


out of the question. I really didn’t want to 
go through the surgical procedure of having 
an implant retained denture and was offered 
what was then the new Suction Dentures.” 

It’s now been five years since the prescrip¬ 
tion was made in the Denture Clinic’s on¬ 
site laboratory. 

“One of the first patients we prescribed 
the non-invasive Ultra Suction Dentures 
that hit the UK market from New Zealand, 
‘Jenny’ is still enjoying excellent outcomes 
from the system.” 

Extolling their virtues, Jenny adds: “I am 
perfectly happy with the result and I now 
never have to think about my teeth.” 

How do they work? A small diaphragm 
seals off a one-way valve under bite pres¬ 
sure, creating a ‘sucking’ vacuum between 
the denture and gums. The result is a better 
fit to the soft tissues and improved resist¬ 
ance to any dislodging forces created by 
eating and speaking. The device can be 
mounted in upper or lower dentures. 

The Ultra Suction Denture system is not 
suitable for everyone, but for those with the 
right kind of gum contours, a great option to 
add another level of ‘stickability’. 

Secure, comfortable and natural looking, 
these prosthetics attract the biggest num¬ 
ber of inquiries at the Denture Clinic. 


FOR some it’s the final chance of a solution, desperate for 
help as too many failing teeth have eroded confidence and 
any quality of life. Others have come at their wits’ end with 
unstable dentures and still more as referrals from other 
practitioners. How ever they arrive at Dudley’s North Street 
Dental and Implant Clinic, central to many of their solutions 
is this man (right) dental implant surgeon Dr Owain Rees 
BDS DGDP (UK) Dip Imp Dent (UCL). 



I T’S hard to imagine after losing natural 
teeth, things could ever be quite the same 
again. Even the loss of a single tooth is ac¬ 
knowledged as a serious life event. 

And for most, with the loss of native teeth comes 
an emotional hurdle - now recognised as a mourn¬ 
ing process. In a recent edition of the British 
Dental Nurses’ Journal it highlights the stages of 
bereavement. 

We all know that tooth loss can impact on our 
choices of food and the ability to chew properly. 
But less ‘visible’ and perhaps more significant, is 
the way teeth can compromise social interaction. 
Losing teeth and having teeth that are failing can 
stop us living life spontaneously. 

Although recent figures suggest oral health is 
improving, millions of UK adults suffer with tooth 
loss. It can be embarrassing, painful and erode 
self-esteem. 

Practice Principal Steven Burchell Dip CDT 
RCS(Eng) says: “We see almost on a weekly basis 
in our clinics that failing teeth - both natural and 
dentures - can have a hugely corrosive effect on 
lifestyles.” 

Solutions without using dental implants have 
been around for a long time - indeed, bridges, full 
dentures and partial dentures still offer excellent 
options. 

Adds Steven: “If the patient is suitable, and few 
are not, dental implants whether for single or mul¬ 
tiple teeth replacement, or to replace a complete 
arch of teeth, can offer long-term solutions and 
generally very predictable clinical outcomes.” 

Surgical skills 

For those with denture stabilisation issues, im¬ 
plants can provide secure anchor points with 
press-stud like abutments that are guaranteed to 
hold an over-denture in place. 

“Once dentures lose their initial harmonious fit, 
the process of bone erosion beneath the gums is 
accelerated as the prosthetic is perpetually dis¬ 
lodged by the processes of speaking and eating. 
Over time the problems of sore spots and the den¬ 
ture succumbing to the forces created in the mouth 
by chewing and speaking become more acute. 
“Our implant retained dentures have a bite 


comparable to natural teeth, look stunning, appear 
as natural teeth and deliver the patient a dental 
therapy where we can categorically guarantee an 
end to denture stabilisation issues,” adds Steven. 

All denture prescriptions at the clinic are 
hand-crafted on site in the laboratory using only 
premium quality materials and state-of-the art 
production. 

With more than 25 years’ experience placing im¬ 
plants, Owain was in the vanguard of UK implant 
therapy while working as a house officer in oral 
surgery at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital. 

Adds Steven: “We’re incredibly fortunate to 
have someone of Owain’s professional stature 
working with us. He’s innovative, accessible, 
everything you’d expect of a dentist with such 
advanced surgical skills . . . and a genuinely nice 
guy to meet.” 

Complex surgical cases, general dentistry and 
not least, the patients who require full mouth res¬ 
torations, fall under his clinical remit. 


Dentistry that’s built 
on care and trust 

If you’re seeking a family-friendly 
dental practice with a great 
reputation for offering innovative 
solutions, you’ve just found it. 
Everything from a simple polish 
to highly complex dental implant 
procedures is undertaken at the 
clinic. 

• It’s all about patient-focussed 
care, permanence, trust, reliability 
and consistency 

• It’s about working together to 
achieve happy outcomes 

• It’s about understanding you 
and your goals 

• And it’s about changing 
preconceptions of the ‘going to 
the dentist’ experience 


Former 
midwife’s 
engaging 
smile is 
reborn 

M EETING Vicki Ball is all about her 
smiles - lots of them. She’s gener¬ 
ous with her compliments, can’t wait for 
her next holiday adventure and has the 
most infectious of laughs. 

Her company is light and she’s gushing with 
the praise about her new look. 

A retired community midwife who was based 
at the former Wordsley Hospital, the bubbly 
60-something-year-old is quick to affirm: “I 
love my new teeth and they look natural, don’t 
they?” 

Adding: “You can’t tell they’re not my own,” 
Vicki admits her smile has not always been 
her favourite attribute. 

“I’ve always had trouble with my teeth; even 
as a young girl they crumbled and my gums 
used to bleed. Even though I was diligent 
about looking after them, they still let me 
down,” she adds. 

Unstable 

Two years ago, Vicki finally lost her remain¬ 
ing teeth. “I really don’t kn ow why my teeth 
were so bad, but I was the youngest of eight 
children and I understand my mother’s priori¬ 
ties did not include teaching me how to brush 
my teeth. She had more pressing priorities of 
how she was going to put food on the table,” 
Vicki recalls. 

A teenager by the time she had her fist tooth 
brush, she is convinced she couldn’t have 
done more to save her teeth. 

“For the last 18 months I’ve put up with 
ill-fitting and badly made dentures. My gums 
were always sore and the bottom denture was 
unstable. 

“My top teeth I could secure with a fixative, 
but for the bottom it was a waste of time - as 
soon as I had anything to eat the stability was 
over,” says Vicki. 



New smile - Vicky Ball 

Her diet became restricted, avoiding beef and 
crispy fruits like apples. 

Frustrated by the appearance and function 
of her teeth - they seemed to be set too far 
back, Vicky says - she started researching her 
options. 

“I’d grown tired of living my life around 
my teeth. I never really stopped going out, 
but when I did, I was always thinking ahead 
where I could go to take my teeth out. They 
were just so uncomfortable, ” she said. 

A self-confessed lover of travel overseas - 
“it’s my hobby” - Vicki saw an article in her 
local newspaper about Steven Burchell Dip 
CDT RCS(Eng) and his work at the Denture 
Clinic. 

“I’d seen a piece about suction dentures and 
implant retained dentures and there seemed to 
be a solution for me,” she says. 

After seeing Steven and implant surgeon 
Dr Owain Rees BDS, DGDP (UK), Dip Imp 
Dent (UCL), Vicki’s treatment included two 
implants to stabilise a lower over denture 
and the prescribing of high quality traditional 
upper dentures to help support her facial 
features. Says Vicki,“From start to finish it 
took 14 weeks, but it was worth the wait. 
When I first saw my teeth in the mirror, I 
thought they looked just like real teeth and .. . 
they feel like my own teeth.” 


North Street 
Dental and 
Implant Clinic 

An Independent Practice 

www.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk 


W 


Call us today on 

01384 254067 


Call 


Denture Clinics also available at: 

Richmond House 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 
Comberton Dental Surgery 
29 Comberton Rd. Kidderminster, DY10 3DL 

North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


/lo/wi n future 

0800 0285185 vCCIinic 


www.denture-clinic.co.uk 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 2, 2017 




















Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 2, 2017 


Jersey 



Great Value Holidays - All Year Round 

>> FLYING FROM BIRMINGHAM OR MANCHESTER 

With FREE Nights* or FREE Half-Board* On Many Dates - Book Before 31/03/17 

IE 



Discover the beautiful Channel Island of Jersey - from the award winning beaches and unspoiled landscape 
to the fascinating attractions and year round calendar of festivals and events. 


Price Includes: 

r Return flights from Birmingham or Manchester to Jersey 
r Accommodation at the 3* Mayfair Hotel, St Helier, 

- a short stroll to town centre and Havre Des Pas beach 
r Full English Breakfast 
r Health Club and indoor swimming pool 


■T In-house entertainment most evenings 
r Return coach transfers from Jersey airport 
r One item of checked-in baggage per person 
■T Check-in and airline booking fees 
r ATOL protected 


* 99p Bar available until 11 pm each day. Conditions apply. Please quote'99pBar'at time of booking. 


01534 759 529 L Quote wes | www.modernhotels.com/wes 

* Prices per person based on two people sharing a room. Offers are subject to terms and conditions, selected dates 
and minimum nights stay. Offers cannot be combined. Operated by Modern Hotels, ABTAV3101, ATOL Protected 0752. 


Praise for staff in hospital beds effort 



Visit to the Older Persons’ Assessment Unit at Sandwell Hospital, left to right, Karen Emms (Sandwell Council), 


SANDWELL’S social care boss has 
praised the round-the-clock efforts of 
health and council staff working hard 
to keep hospital beds available during 
the busy winter period. 

Councillor Ann Shackleton visited 
Sandwell Hospital in West Bromwich 
to see first-hand how older people are 
cared for, assessed and discharged. 

She toured the Older Persons’ As¬ 
sessment Unit and also met the Joint 
Discharge Team, speaking to health 
and social care workers as well as a 
consultant and a patient. 

Councillor Shackleton, cabinet 
member for social care, said: “I was 


very impressed by the team approach 
we have in Sandwell. Health and social 
workers work very closely together to 
assess patients’ individual needs, sup¬ 
port their treatment and help them 
home or into suitable care as soon as 
they are ready.” 

Rachel Barlow, chief operating of¬ 
ficer for Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust, said: “Like 
at many local hospitals, our staff are 
working incredibly hard both in the 
community and in our emergency de¬ 
partments and wards. 

“Demand and acuity remain high, 
with significant pressures in A&E. We 


pay tribute to staff who are working 
hard to manage the situation. It is re¬ 
grettable that a proportion of this care 
is being provided by temporary staff, 
at significant expense, and we are 
working to address that in the short 
and longer term.” 

The Older Persons’ Assessment 
Unit was recently set up at Sandwell 
Hospital to provide faster and more 
comprehensive frailty assessments in 
a separate unit away from a ‘main¬ 
stream’ acute medical setting. 

The Joint Discharge Team, which 
is based at the hospital, includes both 
adult social care and acute health staff. 



Sleep 

Experts 

Beds 
Mattress 
Ottoman 
Headboard 
Divans 
Mid-sleeper 
Handmade 
Bunk Beds 
Wooden 
Fabric 
Metal 

Bed Frames 


Best price guarantee 


T 


Free delivery and Removal service 


1 


Adjustable 

Beds 


- Winter - 
- Sale - 



Open 7 days a week 


Dreamland 

23 Mill St, Brierley Hill, DY5 2RG 01384 74166 
www.dreamlandbedding.co.uk 


















































Liz Hart seen in Mummy Monster, in this pose as 
‘the Madonna’, to promote the production 


BRISTOL-BASED artist Liz Hart brings her new one-wom¬ 
an theatre show to Thimblemill Library in Smethwick next 
month. Mummy Monster, which will be at the library on 
February 23 at 8pm, captures what it’s like to care for 
small children. The show is about one woman’s journey 
from ‘a seeming state of balance into a monstrous state 
where she is no longer fully in control’. 

Mummy Monster started life as show touring commu¬ 
nity venues and private homes before opening as a studio 
theatre show. 

Reviews describe it as ‘frank, funny and ferocious’ com¬ 
bining visual, physical and comic theatre. 

Tickets are £5 in advance, £7 on the door. To book call 
0121 429 2039. 

Mummy Monster is written and performed by Liz Hart 
and co-produced with Lady Strong’s Bonfire. It is about 
one woman’s journey from a seeming state of balance into 
a monstrous state where she is no longer fully in control. 
The show explores the times when you as a parent ‘lose it’, 
and is an honest look at the pressures of parenting. 


Borough 
record in 
number on 
voting roll 


A RECORD number of Sandwell residents - 
228, 815 - have registered to vote, according 
to the council’s latest published electoral roll 
for 2016, up 5,172 on the 2015 figure. 

The increase follows a successful annual canvass 
carried out by the council’s electoral services team, 
which saw 133,000 household enquiry forms sent 


out to residents. 

The form checks that the 
right people at each prop¬ 
erty are registered to vote. 

The number of returned 
forms was also up by half 
a per cent on 2015’s figure 
to 92.5 per cent. During 
the four-month canvass, 
the elections team scanned 
70,000 household forms, 
making amendments to 
some 19,000 of them. 

A further 5,500 invitation 
to register forms were also 
sent out to anyone aged 16 
or over and eligible to regis¬ 
ter to vote but were not pre¬ 
viously listed. Around 28 per 
cent of households (around 
36,500 people) used the on¬ 
line registration service sav¬ 
ing the council considerable 
time and expense. 

Teams of canvassers also 
chased up 3,000 households 
which didn’t respond to the 
council’s requests for in- 


By David Banner 

formation. Working closely 
with high schools and col¬ 
leges helped to identify 
1,000 sixteen-year-olds and 
2,178 seventeen-year-olds 
who are encouraged to reg¬ 
ister, ready for when they 
reach 18 and become eligible 
to vote. 

Councillor Steve Trow, 
cabinet member for council 
core services, with responsi¬ 
bility for electoral services, 
said: “An enormous amount 
of hard work has gone into 
making sure that Sandwell’s 
register of electors is as 
comprehensive as possible. 

“We have again achieved 
a registration size that com¬ 
pares very favourably with 
other metropolitan councils 
of similar size. I’m especially 
pleased to see the increased 
number of registrations 
among young people.” 



Replace your Kitchen Unit Doors and 
Save £££’s with the Midlands No.1 




DON’T throw out 


Free Worktops 


Made to Size Doors New Worktops New Handles New Look! 


when you can 
re-use them! 

We Can 
Replace 
the 

Doors 

Doors 
More k. 


Showrooms: Visit your 
local showroom or 
request a FREE 
home Cab Checjd# 

01384 293654 


We Welcome 


BROCHURE 

For 


rsam 


Opening Times ■ 

Monday to Friday J 
10am - 5.30pm | 

Saturday 10 - 4pm 
b Closed Sunday i 

■Ak. > M 


Over 40 Styles & Colours 


t Your 
achure 



SUPREME FULLY LINED CURTAINS (EYELIT/ 
PENCIL PLEAT) ASSORTED DESIGNS 

46”X54” SSSP £29.99 
LATIFS £14.99! 

66”X54” SSSP £39.99 
LATIFS £19.99! 

66”X72” SSSP £44.99 
LATIFS £27.99! 

90”X72” SSSP £59.99 
LATIFS £29.99! 

90”X90” SSSP £69.99 
LATIFS £34.99! 

90”X108” SSSP £79.99 
LATIFS £39.99! 


BRAND NEW RUSSELL 
HOBBS LINCOLN KETTLE 
AND TOASTER TWIN PACK 


OPENING HOURS 

Mon-Wed 
9.30am - 6pm. 
i Thurs 9.30 - 8pm 
/ Fri / Sat 
9.30am - 6pm. 

Sun 10am - 4pm 
BIRMINGHAM STORE 
Sunday opening 
11am - 5pm 


BIRMINGHAM BILST0N 

New Canal Street, Loxdale Street, 
Digbeth B5 5PL W’ton WV14 OTP 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS. PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY 


OPEN TO PUBLIC! NO MEMBERSHIP! 


Offers End Wednesday 8th February 2017. 
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GOOO 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


: Bluetooth Fitness Watch 


Only £27.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Monitor and record your activity 
whilst exercising, sleeping or 
walking. The VeryFit 2.0 App 
uses this data to provide a clear 
picture of your activity levels. 
You can record sleep quality, 
set up call alerts, set alarms or 
remotely activate your phone 
camera. 

You can even set up the ‘Find 
Phone’ and ‘Anti-lost’ alerts if 
the watch is in Bluetooth range. 
Charge the watch via any 
USB port with cable provided. 
Compatible with IOS 7.1 & above 
or Android 4.4 and above. 

Available in black or graphite 
grey. 

D9987 Black 
D9988 Graphite Grey 

BodyFIT 




Only £59.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Exercise Bike 


BodyFIT 

••••* 


This is the perfect beginner’s exercise 
bike to help lose weight, burn calories 
and tone up. 


A built-in computer monitor measures 
time, speed, distance and calories, so 
you can keep track of your progress. 
Developed from high quality materials, 
it has been designed to allow for 
comfortable and reliable usage. 


This product comes with a one year 
guarantee. Features an adjustable 
saddle and the height from seat to pedal 
extends from 76-86cm. 


Dimensions: FI 110cm x L 82cm x W 
51cm. Maximum user weight: 100kg. 
Weighs 11kg. 


D6703 Exercise Bike 


Folding Electric Treadmill 


Only £119.99 plus £9.95 P&P 


Improve your fitness and 
increase mobility without 
leaving the house. The fold- 
away design is ideal if you 
have limited space. 

Track your speed, time, 
distance and calories using 
the display and there is a 
choice of three automatic 
programmes lasting between 
10 and 30 minutes. 

Max speed is 6 km/h. Min 
speed is Ikm/h. Dimensions: 
LI 06 x 51 x 115cm (folds 
down to 28 x 51 x 115cm). 
Weighs 17kg. 175cm power 
cord. Flome assembly. 
Maximum user weight: 

100kg. 

D8829 Folding Electric 
Treadmill 



Rowing Machine 


Only £79.99 plus £6.95 P&P 


Get a complete workout at home with this fantastic hydraulic rowing 
machine. Targeting every major muscle group in your body, it allows 
you to efficiently tone up and 
increase your aerobic 
endurance. With a six wheel 
carriage under the saddle for a 
smooth rowing action, the 
adjustable footplates provide 
greater ankle support during 
exercise. 

Featuring a Dial-A-Tension 
hydraulic cylinder with 12 
resistance levels and an 
adjustable incline to raise the 
difficulty as your fitness 
improves. There’s a computer 
monitor that measures your 
total stroke count, workout 
time, calories burned and 
strokes per minute. 

Max user weight: 100kg. 

Measures: L138.5 x W42.5 x 
H40cm and the monitor screen 
requires 1 x AA battery 
(included). 

D7772 Rowing Machine 


BodyFIT 



Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

69871 

Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 24th October 2016 24th January 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (69871), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

Address_ Postcode 


Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa □ Maestro Issue No_ 

My card number is: 

i i i i irTTTii i i i m i i i i i i srm/m 2?m/m sas rm 

"Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 









































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£6.95/£9.95/£4.95 
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Win £25 to spend with one of the advertisers on this page. Simply take a look at the two pictures below - when you 
have spotted the 8 differences, circle them in picture B. Fill in the entry form and send your completed entry to the 
address below. Do not forget to include the name of the advertiser you would like to spend your £25 with, chosen 
from this page should you be the lucky winner. Send your completed entry to: 

Win £25 Spot-the-Difference, Express & Star, Black Country House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG 


Eft 



I would like to spend my prize money with. 

Mr/Mrs/Miss.First Name.Surname.. 

Address. 


Postcode.Tel No.Email. 

I have read the rules and agree to abide by them. Signature... 




Rules: Entrants must be 18 or over. Closing date for entries is 10th February 2017. The winner will be notified by post. The first correct entry opened after 
the closing date will receive the prize. There is no cash alternative to the prize. The prize will be issued in cheque form made payable to the advertiser as 
chosen by the winner. Once issued the cheque cannot be altered and must be cashed within two months of receipt. Employees or their immediate relatives 
of the MNA group of companies may NOT enter. The Editor’s decision is final. The winner must be prepared to take part in any publicity. 


Over 50 years of 
experience serving the 
people of Smethwick, 

Birmingham, 

The Black Country 
and beyond. 

www.trinityfunerals.co.uk 


Trinity 

FUNERAL 
SERVICES LTD 

Holy Trinity Church, Church Hill St, 
Smethwick B67 7AH. 
Telephone 0121 558 3242 


BRAIN AND WALDRON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


• Family owned and run company 

• Established 1987 

• All faiths welcome 

• Serving Smethwick, Oldbury & surrounding areas 

• Reasonable rates 

96 Cemetery Road, Smethwick B67 6BG 
0121 558 9601 

www.brainandwaldronltd.co.uk 


w mssd 


UNDERGONE ROOF! 

HAVE A LOOK! 

Y our Shop 


Coke 6x 2ltr 

£.6.50 

Milk 2ltr 


Elephant Medium 

£10.99 

Salaam Rice 20kg 

£15.99 

Onions 25kg 

£5.99 

Carrots lOkg 

£6.00 

White Potatoes lOkg 

£3.00 

Value Potatoes 25kg 

£3.99 




NOT ONLY 
SPECIALISTS IN 
FRESH FRUIT & VEG 
ALSO STOCK LEADING 
BRANDS LIKE EAST 
END, HEERA & KTC 




WIDE SELECTION 
OF FRESH ASIAN 
VEGETABLES IN 
STORE EVERY DAY! 

SUPPLIERS TO 
CHIP SHOPS & 
WHOLESALERS 



BUS 


(JSkHS' 


Tyrex Auto Services Ltd 


1 Discount 


W ALL MAKES AND SIZES OF PART WORN TYRES IN STOCK 

Part Worn Winter Tyres Stocked 

k 175-65-R14 205-55X-R16 225-40X-R18 

1^^ £30 inc. VAT £39inc.VAT £42inc.VAT 


Century Industrial Estate, Unit 6, Shady Lane, Birmingham B44 9ER 

0121 366 6613 Freephone: 0800 0742902 



Sandwell Valley Riding Centre 

• Holiday Activities 

• School Groups 

• Adult/Children Group 
Bookings 

• Stabled & Grass Livery 

• DIY Livery and much more 
35 years experience with qualified staff and 

are members of the Pony Club and ABRS 


Wigmore Lane, West Bromwich B70 3SU 
0121 588 2103 / 07900 188079 
www.sandwellridingcentre.co.uk 


PHONE DEPOT 

Phone, laptop, tablet and 
PC repair and unlocking 
services while you wait 


281 Londonderry Road 
Oldbury 
B689NE 
0121 448 3031 


LU 

z 

o 

X 


clDepot 


phonedepotlimited@gnnail.conn 


iBLIlHDS 



Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 



| Have A New Garden Roof | 


OUR SERVICES 


that will not only clean and restore your conservatory and 
windows to their original beauty, our service also helps to 
protect the product from unnecessary repairs in the future. 
Thus safeguarding the value it can add to your property. 


Gutters cleared 


Driveways cleaned 


RYDAIE CLEANING 


S 


RVIGES 


WE OFFER A UNIQUE SERVICE 


mn 


The Britannia Inn 

next to Britannia Park, 

18 Rowley Village, Rowley Regis. B65 9AT 
Tel: 0121 559 3415 


SAT STEAK NIGHT 
2 80Z FILLET STEAKS £30 
2 80Z SIRLOIN STEAKS £22 
2 10OZ RUMP STEAKS £20 
2 10OZ GAMMON STEAKS £18 
2 MEGA MIXED GRILLS £20 
ALL THE ABOVE SERVED 
WITH CHIPS, 

PEAS OR JACKET 


NEW YEAR MENU 

MAD MONDAY 

TWO 
MEALS 
FOR £5 

12 PM TO 7 PM 


TASTY TUESDAY 

£2.99 

SPECIALS 

12 PM TO 7 PM 

50Z GAMMON STEAK 
50Z RUMP STEAK 
LASAGNE 
STEW & ROLL 
ROAST OF THE DAY 
COTTAGE PIE 




TUESDAY 14TH FEBRUARY M 
I TWO COURSE MENU * ^ 
f £25.00 PER COUPLE 


\Htes8'S&nfes? 


• Ss&OSIfej 


ReoTol 64 High Street | West Bromwich | West Midlands, B70 6JT 

Phone: 0121-553-0666 


SUPPLIERS TO THE TRADE AND PURUC 

Complete Electrical Wholesale Supplier 
LED BULBS, CABLES 
AND CONSUMER UNITS FOR TRADE 

um 

UNIT B, NEW STREET, SMETHWICK, 
WEST MIDLANDS B66 2AJ 

(next door to Copes Potatoes) 

Tel/Fax: 0121 555 8500 Mob: 07976 285 398 

E: amecoelectrical@gmail.com 


HERITAGE 

BUILDERS ^Us2l»F 
MERCHANTS LTD 


Tel: 01384 412745 

Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands. B64 5AJ 


GOLDEN 
GRAVEL 
BULK BAG £65 


Concrete Blocks 90p 

Red Engineer Bricks 33p 

Blue Engineer Coping Bricks 95p 


BLUE/PLUMB SLATE TIMBER 


7x2 £2.40 mtr 6x2 £2.00 mtr 
4x2 £1.65 mtr 3x2 £1.35 mtr 


AGGREGATES „„„„„ - 

Bulk bag building sand ““Puke J MtHISI 

Bulk bag sharp sand paijci 

Bulk bag ballast ™» D , E ™ 

Bulk bag Hardcore MEASURE 5X6 

ALL BAGS JUST £32.50 EACH £19 

www.heritagebuildersmerchants.co.uk 


Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, 
hardcore, cement, blocks, timber, plasterboard, golden 
gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle.. 
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Deepening uni links with Emirates 


His Excellency Sulaiman Hamid Almazroui views the Birmingham Qur’an manuscript at the University of Birming- 


THE United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
Ambassador to the Court of St. 
James’s visited the University of Bir¬ 
mingham to learn more about the 
University’s work and its plans for 
deepening its engagement with the 
Emirates. 

His Excellency Sulaiman Hamid 
Almazroui met the Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Sir David Eastwood and a 
number of other senior figures at Bir¬ 
mingham, where he discovered more 
about the University’s current activity 
and future ambitions in the UAE. 

The Ambassador took the opportu¬ 
nity to view the Birmingham Qur’an 


manuscript, part of the University’s 
Mingana Collection of Middle Eastern 
manuscripts. The fragments held by 
the University were revealed last year 
to be among the earliest surviving 
leaves of the Qur’an. 

Vice-Chancellor Professor Sir David 
Eastwood said: “I am delighted to wel¬ 
come our distinguished guest to the 
University of Birmingham and demon¬ 
strate to Ambassador Almazroui our 
commitment to and engagement with 
the UAE. 

“We are a global university and 
welcome international students from 
more than 150 countries to Birming¬ 


ham. Students from the UAE, and 
indeed the wider Middle East, are an 
important part of our plans to con¬ 
tinue developing as an ambitious, out- 
ward-looking university of the world.” 

As well as meeting Sir David, 
on Friday January 20, the Ambas¬ 
sador also met Professor Robin 
Mason, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Inter¬ 
national), Professor Andy Schofield, 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Head of the 
College of Engineering and Physical 
Sciences, and Professor Myra Nimmo, 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Head of the 
College of Life and Environmental 
Sciences. 


Paul hopes to make Met 
the best hospital yet 


NHS HEROES 

ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide vari¬ 
ety of jobs. Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust 
is one of the Black Country’s 
largest NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally. 

This week we highlight: 

PAUL HAZLE 

Midland Metropolitan Hospital 

Team Project Manager 


IT’S the £350 million super 
hospital that will see thou¬ 
sands of patients come 
through its doors every year. 

And former nurse Paul Hazle 
has the task of helping to design 
the clinical side of the Midland 
Metropolitan Hospital, which is 
being built by Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospital NHS Trust. 

He will oversee the development of 
the wards, and theatres within the im¬ 
pressive building. But he also has an¬ 
other very important job. “We are very 
keen on it being warm and welcoming 
and reassuring for the patients, visi¬ 
tors and staff,” said Paul, aged 49, 
from Wolverhampton. 

“People also have to enjoy coming 
into work and be proud of where they 
are working.” The father-of-three is no 
stranger to building a hospital, as he 
worked on the Russells Hall Hospital 
project in Dudley. 

Recognise 

He said: “My ultimate highlight has 
been seeing the successful completion 
of Russells Hall. It gives me great 
pride going back there and I am hop¬ 
ing we can walk away with the same 
for the Midland Met Hospital project. 

“You want to see something to com¬ 
pletion. You want to do a good job and 
recognise how hard the clinical staff 
work. You also want to ensure there is 
better intervention and work in an en¬ 
vironment where you know staff can 
deliver the best care. 

“There are some challenging and 
demanding situations. The drive is to 
ensure their environment is the best 
and providing them with up-to-date 
equipment.” Paul started his career 
as a nurse, after being inspired by 
his mother who was also in the same 


profession. He worked in surgery and 
critical care but when he reached a 
senior level, he decided to try his hand 
at management work, with an aim to 
go back into nursing. 

However, after helping to set up a 
new unit, he decided to pursue an¬ 
other job in development and he 
hasn’t looked back since. But he still 
thinks about his nursing days, and 
remembers them fondly. “Working in 
critical care was probably one of my 
highlights. It is a big difference to gen¬ 
eral nursing and is a very demanding 
job. But it is very rewarding when you 
nurse someone, who was once in a crit¬ 
ical condition, back to health.” 

So what is a typical day for Paul now 
he isn’t a nurse caring for poorly pa¬ 
tients? There are meetings, followed 
by meetings,” he laughed. “Also engag¬ 
ing with the clinical and design teams, 
writing policies and then there are site 
visits. No two days are the same. 

“One of my most memorable mo¬ 
ments has been when we reached 


financial close for the new hospital 
which was followed by the ‘cutting of 
the sod’ ceremony. 

“It was lovely to see because I have 
been working on this project since 
2008. It was a major achievement.” 

When Paul isn’t working on major 
hospital developments he likes to run 
- and has won a place in this year’s 
ultimate race, the London Marathon. 

“I applied six years in a row and was 
finally told this year that I had got in,” 
he beamed. “I couldn’t quite believe 
it. I will be raising money for the Brit¬ 
ish Heart Foundation and Alzheimers 
and Cancer charities. Some family and 
friends have been affected by them. 
It’s definitely my next big challenge.” 

So who is Paul’s own hero? “Nelson 
Mandela,” he revealed. “I can’t be¬ 
lieve someone who was locked up for 
so long wouldn’t feel any resentment 
or bitterness.” And where does he go 
to get away from it all? “I go to watch 
the Wolverhampton Wanderers play,” 
said the football fan. 



Your Chronicle 


Hand picked holidays with you ir 

Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 



CHELSEA 


Flower Show and Oxford 



Departing Friday 26 May 2017 


Quote Code: PWK948 


Price Includes... 


FLORIMANIA 

at Hampton Court & Windsor 



Price Includes... 


✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star outer London/Reading 
area hotel with 3-course dinner and full 

English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show, with 
coach transfer 

✓ Free time in Oxford 


2 days, by coach 
only £l99 95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to Florimania and Hampton Court Palace 
and grounds 


2 days, by coach 


only £139 ■95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


f ■ P 

OmegaHols aOmegaHols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 


»CHR TOPHERS 

CREATING BRIGHTER 


FUTURES 

Could you change a child’s life? 


Foster carers welcome a child into their home and into their family. They work 
with them through challenges that many parents will never encounter - and 
experience rewards that many of us cannot imagine. 

St Christopher’s is a local charity that has been looking after young people since 
1870. We’re a small fostering agency so there’s a family feel to what we do. 

We’re looking for people to foster teenagers or sibling groups of younger children. 
You’ll need at least one spare bedroom and the time, patience and compassion to 
work with a young person on a one-to-one basis. 

Foster with us and you’ll be a valued member of a dedicated team working to 
change a child’s life. We provide full training and support and offer a competitive 
allowance of around £420 per week. 

Want to know more? Visit our website or phone a member of our team today. 

www.stchris.org.uk/fostering 0800 234 6282 

n St Christopher’s Fellowship @StChris1870 

Caring for children and young people since 1870 



There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Wil 

<ini;. £90.00 (no VAT to pa] 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to g ) 

A home visit at a convenient tii 

For information and appointmem call . 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianshi|UTrusts 

Members of the Societv^f Will Writers 

Goodwills Legal Sfergices Ltd 






















































One last hoorah for Ozzy 
and the boys - Page 25 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 



10% OFF ANY FOOD ORDER OVER £20 

ON PRESENTATION OF THIS ADVERT 
Valid until 1st March 2017 


CUISINE 


ABBEY ROAD, SMETHWICK B67 5NQ TEL: 0121 429 4099 


2, 2017 
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WAGGON 
&HORSES 



athamS 


MMthV 1 AAJ 


GUEST ALES 



ENTERTAINMENT 

EVERY 
FRIDAY I 

JOIN OUR NEW 
LOYALTY CARD 
SCHEME 



10p back for 
every £1.00 spent 

Ask inside for more details 

Terms and conditions apply. 

Real Ale 
Public House 

Church Street, 
Oldbury B693AD 


Donny 

Osmond 




Tonight, 8pm 

Genting Arena, Birmingham 
The former 70s teen idol is celebrating 
50 years in showbusiness and last 
year the American singer released an 
incredible 60th album, The Soundtrack 
Of My Life. 

See www.gentingarena.co.uk 


Wonderland 



Until February 11 
New Alex Theatre, Birmingham 
Corrie star Wendi Peters (pictured) will 
play the Queen of Hearts, alongside 
West End star Kerry Ellis as Alice. 

See www.atgtickets.com/shows/won 

derland/new-alexandra-theatre-bir 

mingham 


Karnataka 



Sunday, 8.30pm 
Robin 2, Bilston 
Welsh progressive rock band front¬ 
ed by Hayley Griffiths and featuring 
original member Ian Jones will perform 
their albums The Gathering Light and 
Secrets Of Angels in full. 

See www.therobin.co.uk 


Macka B 



Monday, 8pm 
Robin 2, Bilston 
Wolverhampton’s own reggae star 
returns to the venue where it all began 
for him (when it was the Rising Star) 
to celebrate Bob Marley’s birthday the 
only way he knows how - music. 

See www.therobin.co.uk 


National contest 
TeenStar 2017 auditions 

Tomorrow, 

NEC, Birmingham, B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

ROCK & 

METAL 

Grouper 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

The Jam House, 

Birmingham, 

B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Oasis v The Stone Roses 

Tonight, £8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 
or 07986 577 661 

The Deep Purple Family Tree 

Tonight, £12.50 - £14.50 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14. 

Call 01902 401211 

Kings Ov Leon + support 

Tonight, £6 - £7 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Special Kinda Madness 

Tomorrow, £8 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

G2 - Definitive Genesis 

Tomorrow, £14 - £16 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14. 

Call 01902 401211 

Black Sabbath 

Tomorrow, 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

John Otway & The Big Band 

Tomorrow, £15 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B60 1PQ. 

Call 01527 871580 

Voodoo Vegas Live 

Tomorrow - Sun, 

Eleven, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 5PD. 
Call 07845 957271 

Karnataka 

Sun, £14-£15 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14. 

Call 01902 401211 

T.Rextasy 

Sun, £20.50 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B60 1 PQ. 

Call 01527 871580 

Classic Rock Show 

Sun, £24.50 - £34.50 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, SY3 

8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Itchy Feet Birmingham 

Tue, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 


The Brew - Shake 
The Tree UK Tour 

Wed, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1 HP 
Call 01902 552122 


CLASSICAL 

Mark Bebbington (piano) 

Tonight, 

Bromsgrove Concerts, 
B61 8LG. 

Call 01527 836147 

Montparnasse 

Tomorrow, 

MAC, 

Cannon Hill Park, 
Birmingham, 

B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Gospel central 

Wed, 

The Jam House, 
Birmingham, 

B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Stourport Choral Society 

Wed, 

Areley Kings Village Hall, 
Areley Common, 
Stourport-on-Severn, 
DY13 0NB. 

Call 07939 318973 


POP 

ABBA Mania 

Tonight, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Donny Osmond 

Tonight, 

Genting Arena, 

Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

ABBA - Swede Dreamz 

Tomorrow, £8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY81JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 
or 07986 577 661 

Sunday Classics 

Sun, 

Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 0NH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

You Win Again - The Story of the 
Bee Gees 

Wed, 

Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1AR 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Sound Collective Presents: 
Union J + The Scheme 
+ Ian Erix + Taken 

Thu, £20 

The Sugarmill, Stoke-on-Trent, 

ST1 1 DR. 

Call 01782 214991 


JAZZ. SOUL. BLUES. 

MOTOWN & REGGAE 

Whitney 

Tonight, £23 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, SY3 
8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Birmingham Salsa Party 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

The Lion Club, Birmingham, 

R 04 qaa 

Call 07961 514074 

Jacqui Dankworth 
and Charlie Wood 

Tomorrow, 

Festival Drayton Centre, 

Market Drayton, TF9 3AX. 

Call 01630 654444 

Soul Party Night with Sarah 
Collins and Keep The Faith 

Tomorrow, £12 
Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6EP 

Call 01952 382382 

Jazz Tuesdays 

Tue, 

Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 0NH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

Kenny Thomas 

Thu, £40 - £50 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

FOLK. COUNTRY 

& ACOUSTIC 

Traditional Irish Music 

Mon, 

Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 0NH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

Nathan Carter 

Tomorrow, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

George Monbiot & Ewan McLen¬ 
nan: The Age Of Loneliness 

Wed, 

MAC, Cannon Hill Park, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Swing From The 
Gut! - Poetry Slam 

Thu, £3 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, 

B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

COMEDY 

Sally-Anne Hayward, Freddie 
Farrell, Topping and Butch 

Tonight - Sun, £15 
Jongleurs Comedy Club, 
Birmingham, 

B1 2HG. 

Call 08700 111 960 


George Egg: Anarchist Cook 

Tomorrow, £10 - £12 
Artrix, Bromsgrove, B60 1 PQ. 

Call 01527 871580 

Shazia Mirza: The 
Kardashians Made Me Do It 

Tomorrow, £12 - £14 

Theatre on the Steps, Bridgnorth, 

WV16 4BD. 

Call 01746 766477 

The Tommy Cooper Show 

Tomorrow, £14 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, SY3 
8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

THEATRE 

Evita 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1AR 

Call 0844 871 7649 

What’s In A Name? 

Tonight - Thu, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
Library of Birmingham, B1 2ER 
Call 0121 236 4455 

Dial M for Murder 

Tonight - Thu, 

Hall Green Little Theatre, 
Birmingham, B27 7RY. 

Call 0121 707 1874 

The Russian State Ballet 
Of Siberia - Coppelia 

Tue, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 42 92 12 

Beyond The Barricade 

Tomorrow, £19.50 - £21.50 
Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Recorded at the Bolshoi 
Theatre, Moscow Bolshoi: 

Swan Lake 

Sun, £10-£16 

Number 8 Community Arts 

Centre, Pershore, WR10 1BG. 

Call 01386 555028 

St Petersburg Ballet 
Theatre presents Swan Lake 

Sun - Mon, 

Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1AR 

Call 0844 871 7649 

The Russian State Ballet 
Of Siberia - Swan lake 

Mon, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 42 92 12 

Wonderland 

Mon - Thu, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

The Red Shoes 

Tue - Thu, 

Birmingham Hippodrome, B5 
4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 


ARTS & 

CULTURE 

Stitch Social 

Today, 

Creative Coffee Hub, Birming¬ 
ham, B29 6HJ. 

Call 01215 727300 

Uncial Calligraphy 

Tomorrow, 

Winterbourne House and Garden, 
Birmingham, B15 2RT. 

Call 0121 414 3003 

The 4 Elements 
photography exhibition 
Tomorrow - Wed, 

B1, Birmingham, B1 3RB. 

See www.thephotographicangle. 
co.uk 

Nobuko Imai 
Interactive Workshop 

Sun, 

Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham City University, 

B3 3HG. Call 0121 331 5901 

Cinematic Time 
Machine: 42nd Street 

Sun, 

The Electric Cinema, 

Birmingham, B5 4DY. 

Call 0121 643 7879 

Somewhere Never Travelled - 
Annette Pugh Solo Exhibition 

Mon - Thu, 

Reuben Colley Fine Art, 
Birmingham, B3 2BB. 

Call 0121 236 0920 

Number 8 Readers’ Group 

Tue, 

Number 8 Community Arts 
Centre, Pershore, WR10 1BG. 

Call 01386 555028 

Tales from the Museum 
Basement with Garston Phillips 

Tue, 

Worcester City Art Gallery, 

WR1 IDT. Call 01905 25371 

Solihull Photographic 
Society - AV Competition 

Tue, 

Solihull Women’s Institute, 

B91 3DQ. Call 07815 165438 

Draw the Gardens 
- a botanical quest 

Wed, 

Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens, 
Birmingham, B36 9BT. 

Call 0121 749 4100 

MISC. 

EVENTS 

Superslam Wrestling 

Tonight, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST 1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Bilston Collectors Fair 

Sun, £1 - £3 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14. 

Call 01902 401211 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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It’s end for Sabbath 
- but not for Ozzy 



IT STARTED nearly five dec¬ 
ades ago with a crack of 
thunder, a distant bell ring¬ 
ing and then a monstrous riff 
that shook the earth. 

In that moment Heavy Met¬ 
al was born, created by a young 
band from Birmingham. 

And now it’s come full circle, draw¬ 
ing to an end with the final eight 
shows ever by Black Sabbath. Ozzy 
Osbourne, Tony Iommi and Geezer 
Butler are returning home to close 
the final chapter in the final volume 
of the incredible Black Sabbath story. 

Sabbath’s farewell tour, The End, 
is currently wowing fans all over Eu¬ 
rope, surpassing all previous tours 
with their most mesmerising produc¬ 
tion ever. 


Playing Brum together for the last time, Geezer Butler, Ozzy Osbourne, Tony Iommi 


Arena 

It will culminate in two nights 
in their home town at the Genting 
Arena, Birmingham, with gigs last 
night (Thursday) and the big finale 
on Saturday. 

And when the tour concludes, it 
will truly be The End - of one of the 
most legendary bands in rock ‘n’ roll 
history. 

Singer Ozzy is aware of the band’s 
mortality. Following a short period that took 
away Lemmy, David Bowie, Prince and others, 
he’s aware that all things must end. 

“Lemmy, man,” he says. “That broke my 
heart. If someone was to say to me, ‘what’s your 
depiction of the heavy metal rock star?’, I’d say 
Lemmy Kilmister.” 

Ozzy has had more than his fair share of 
brushes with the Grim Reaper. He’s been down 
but not out. “Oh, P**ing hell have I. Just ask 
my family. I’ve nearly died loads. I’ve had sev¬ 
eral stomach pumps, my heart stopped twice 


when I broke my neck on a quad bike. Every 
time I got stoned and drunk, I didn’t get tipsy 
I got mashed. 

“I haven’t drunk for three years, I haven’t 
smoked for 12 years, I don’t do drugs any time. 
It’s cool.” 

The band no longer features founding drum¬ 
mer Bill Ward, who left the fold in 2012 after a 
contract dispute. Ozzy, Tony and Geezer thun¬ 
dered on, releasing 13 in 2013, and embarking 
on a world tour. 

They decided not to do a final album because 


they didn’t want it to fall short of the number 1 
they achieved with 13. 

But despite this being the band’s final tour, 
Ozzy won’t be retiring. “I’m not going to stop 
entirely,” he says. “I’m not going to sit with my 
slippers on. We’re just going to go in different 
directions. 

“Black Sabbath, it’s been up and down. And 
it’s good that we’ve come back together at the 
end, more or less, to finish on a high note. It’s a 
good way to do it.” 



Sell-out likely 
for Red Shoes 

ACCLAIMED choreographer Matthew Bourne brings his New Adventures dance 
company to Birmingham Hippodrome from Tuesday to Saturday as part of his 
world premiere tour of The Red Shoes. 

Bourne’s take on one of the most famous movies made about ballet has been 
so eagerly anticipated that it is likely to sell out its run in Brum and has already 
been booked to return between July 19 and 22. 

And that’s no surprise given the way Bourne has invigorated the ballet scene 
with such productions as his radical male-orientated revamp of Swan Lake, 
the passionate Car Man, spectacular Edward Scissorhands and romantic vam¬ 
pire-style Sleeping Beauty. 

Created 

The role of Victoria Page, the girl who dreams of being a great dancer, immor¬ 
talised on screen by Moira Shearer, has been created by New Adventures star 
Ashley Shaw (pictured left), who was most recently seen as Aurora in Bourne’s 
Sleeping Beauty. Rising star and fellow Aurora, Cordelia Braithwaite, also plays 
the role along with Sleeping Beauty favourite Katrina Lyndon in her principal 
role debut at certain performances. 

For tickets see www.birminghamhippodrome.com or call 0844 338 5000. 

Ballet is also on the agenda at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre where the Rus¬ 
sian State Ballet of Siberia make their annual visit from Sunday to Tuesday. 

This year’s repertoire is The Nutcracker on Sunday (4pm), Swan Lake on Mon¬ 
day (7.30) and Coppelia on Tuesday (7.30). 

See the website www.grandtheatre.co.uk or call 01902 429212. 


Transatlantic folk 
unite for Brum gig 

SHETLAND fiddler Aly Bain and US do- 
bro master Jerry Douglas are joined by 
John Paul White, Tift Merritt, Dick Pow¬ 
ell, Jim Lauderdale and ex-Fairground 
Attraction singer Eddi Reader for Trans¬ 
atlantic Sessions at Symphony Hall, Bir¬ 
mingham, on Thursday (Feb 9). 

St Leonard’s Horses (AKA Kieran 
Leonard) blends folk, country and rock 
at the Sunflower Lounge in Brum city 
centre this Saturday. 

Guardian journalist George Monbiot 
and folk singer Ewan McLennan, who 
collaborated on album Breaking The 
Spell Of Loneliness, are at the MAC, 
in Cannon Hill Park, Edgbaston on 
Wednesday. 


Wonders are full of 
melodic power pop 

PENNSYLVANIA pop-punk outfit The 
Wonder Years follow up fifth album No 
Closer To Heaven with a gig at the 02 
Institute tomorrow (Friday) with support 
from PUP and Tiny Moving Parts. 

Howie Payne, from Liverpool group 
The Stands, is at the Hare & Hounds in 
Kings Heath on Tuesday. 

X Factor boy band Union J play 
Brum’s 02 Academy 2 on Wednesday 
featuring new member Casey Johnson 
from Stereo Kicks. 

London guitar slingers Inheaven 
bring their wall of sound to Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Slade Rooms next Thursday 
(Feb 9) with Freak supporting. 


Anthrax are back 
among the living 

IT’S a good week ahead for rock fans. 
As well as the Black Sabbath gigs at the 
Genting Arena (see above), New York 
thrash metal monsters Anthrax are back 
in Blighty for a series of gigs, including 
Birmingham’s 02 Institute next Thurs¬ 
day, February 9. 

The powerhouse five-piece fronted 
by Joey Belladonna will be blasting 
Digbeth with fans’ favourite album, 
Among The Living, plus latest record 
For All Kings. Support from London’s 
The Raven Age. 

If you prefer your raw rock vintage 
style, rockabilly combo The Deadshots 
are at the Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
on Sunday. 



Spectacular 
Tribute Weekends 


1 Sun 26 Mar £79 1 

Queen 

1 Sun 16 Apr 

£79 1 

Beatles 

1 


• Coach travel with reserved seating throughout 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at the 
Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool 

• '2 for V evening bar for three hours 

• Inclusive Disco 

• Sensational tribute act 

• Free time to enjoy the city delights of Liverpool 


Explore Europe of Europe 


2 DAY BREAKS IN BRITAIN 

Sat 18 Feb Emmerdale Studio Experience. 

Sat 25 Feb Skipton Market, Haworth & Emmerdale. 

Sat 4 Mar Chesterfield Market 8( York. 

Sat 4 Mar Torquay & Exeter. 

Sat 4 Mar Eastbourne & Brighton. 

Sat 11 Mar Beautiful Windermere & Skipton Market. 

Sat 11 Mar Norwich, Yarmouth & The Broads. 

Sat 11 Mar Tower of London & Canterbury. 

Sat 11 Mar Canterbury & Riverside London. 

Sat 18 Mar Durham & Whitby Luxury Weekend. 

Sat 18 Mar Beamish & Whitby.. 

Sat 18 Mar Historic Chester & Liverpool. 

Sat 18 Mar Torquay & Bath. 

Sat 25 Mar Cheshire Oaks & Trafford Centre. 


4/5/7/14 DAY EUROPEAN BREAKS 

Fri 10 Feb 4 Ostend Weekend Superdeal. £119 

Fri 10 Feb 4 Paris Weekend Superdeal. £149 

Fri 10 Feb 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad ib&bi ..£279 
Fri 10 Feb 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The B&B Hotel ib&bi £269 
Fri 10 Feb 7 Venice Carnival Spectacular (2 evening meals).. £299 

Mon 13 Feb 4 Ostend Special Breakaway. £129 

Mon 13 Feb 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad ib&bi .. £299 
Mon 13 Feb 4 Disneyland Spectacular at Dream Castle ib&bi . £339 
Mon 13 Feb 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The B&B Hotel ib&bi £279 

Mon 13 Feb 5 Ostend All Inclusive. £219 

Mon 13 Feb 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal. £169 

Mon 13 Feb 4 Rhine & Moselle All Inclusive. ,>...£199 

Fri 17 Feb 4 Ostend Weekend Superdeal.. £129 

Fri 17 Feb 7 Venice Carnival Spectacular 12 evening meaisi ... £319 


Austrian Winter 
Wonderland All-Inclusive 


| Sun 19 Feb £459 1 


• Coach travel with reserved seating 

• Four nights dinner, bed & buffet breakfast plus 
overnight b&b on outwards & return journeys 
Four nights included bar between 6pm-10pm 
with a choice of beers, wines and soft drinks at 
our resort hotel 

• Guided tours of Vipitino & Innsbruck 

• Horse drawn sleigh ride 

• Journey on the Mutteralm Mountain Railway with 
inclusive lunch. 


Llandudno Gr< 

I 

& Anton & Erin 

mm 


| Mon 20 March £209 | 

• Coach travel with 
reserved seating 

• Four nights dinner, bed & breakfast at the 
popular Grand Hotel, Llandudno 

• Sparkling nightly cabaret entertainment 

• Excursions featuring Snowdonia, Caernarfon & 
Betws-y-Coed 

• Admission to Anton & Erin - Live at the Venue 
Cymru, Llandudno. 


With inclusive admission to top shows & acts in 2017! 


2 DAY SHOWTIME BREAKS 

Sat 18 Feb Blood Brothers 8( Liverpool Special.£99 

Sat 4 Mar Sunny Afternoon 8< Historic York.£119 

Sat 4 Mar London 8< Star Wars Identities at the 02.... £99 
Sat 4 Mar Dreamboats and Petticoats - Live in Manchester.. £99 

Sat 11 Mar The X Factor Live Tour! & Leeds.£119 

Sat 11 Mar Beautiful - The Carole King Musical - London Showtime ib&bi £139 
Sat 11 Mar The Lion King - London Showtime ib&bi..£149 

Sat 11 Mar Funny Girl - Live in Liverpool.£119 

Thu 16 Mar Frankly Sinatra Live in Concert.£99 

Thu 16 Mar Oily Murs - Live in Liverpool.£139 

Fri 17 Mar The Magic of Motown & Liverpool.£99 

Sat 18 Mar The Full Monty & Historic York.£99 

Sat 25 Mar Disney On Ice & The Wildlife Park.£119 

Sat 25 Mar Jersey Boys - London Showtime ib&bi.£139 

Sat 25 Mar Wicked - London Showtime ib&bi.£139 



sensational Special Events. 


2 DAY SPECIAL EVENTS BREAKS 

Sat 25 Mar Manchester Bike Show & Liverpool.£89 

Sat 1 Apr Victoria at Harewood House.£89 

Mon 3 Apr Flying Scotsman Special.£119 

Sat 15 Apr London & The Tall Ships Regatta Easter Special.. £119 

Sat 22 Apr Skipton Market & Harrogate Flower Show.£99 

Sat 22 Apr Cotswolds Wartime 1940's Special.£89 

Tue 25 Apr Gino's Italian Escape - Live!.£99 

Sat 6 May The London Motor Show.£99 

Sat 13 May Hobbycrafts. Stitich & Sew - Live!.£79 

Sat 13 May Abingdon Airshow & Historic Bath.£99 

Sat 27 May Chelsea Flower Show.£169 

Sat 10 Jun Ideal Home Show &. Liverpool.£79 

Sat 24 Jun Victoria at Harewood House.£89 

Sat 24 Jun Harlow Carr Flower Show.£99 



Coach travel with 
H reserved seating 
E • One night dinner, bed 
8< breakfast at our 
select hotel 

^ • Inclusive admission to the Steeplechase 
Enclosure for the Grand National 
Visit to Liverpool. 


£ fanulyflm£ for all the family! 


& Harry Potter | 
Studios Tour 

■ 

Sat 18 Feb 

£119 

Sat 15 Apr 

£119 

Sat 25 Mar 

£119 

Sat 20 May 

£119 

Thu 6 Apr 

£119 

Sat 10 Jun 

£119 

Thu 13 Apr 

£119 

Sat 15 Jul 

£129 


• Coach travel with reserved seating 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select hotel 

• Free time to enjoy the attractions and delights of 
London 

• Inclusive admission to the Harry Potter Studios Tour 
at Warner Bros Studios. 


2 DAY FAMILY FUN BREAKS 

Sat 18 Mar Legoland Spectacular ib&bi .£99 

Sat 15 Apr Polar Bears, Penguins & Kingdom of Ice. £99 

Sat 15 Apr Legoland Spectacular ib&bi .£119 

Sat 22 Apr Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor.. £99 
Sat 29 Apr Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime... .£89 

Sat 20 May Polar Bears, Penguins & Kingdom of Ice. £99 

Sat 27 May Legoland Spectacular ib&bi .£119 

Sat 27 May Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor.. £99 
Sat 3 Jun Legoland Discovery 8c Blackpool Funtime. £89 
Sat 17 Jun Polar Bears, Penguins 8< Kingdom of Ice ..£99 

Sat 24 Jun Legoland Spectacular ib&bi .£119 

Sat 24 Jun Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor. .£99 

Sat 1 Jul Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime. £89 

Sat 22 Jul Legoland Spectacular ib&bi .£119 

X * 
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thefastticket SATURDAY’S TV FEBRUARY 4 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Taboo 

(BBC1, 9.15pm) 

A duel at dawn takes a 
surprising turn, as mercurial 
adventurer and would-be 
international business magnate 
James Delaney is blackmailed 
into a dangerous mission, one 
which takes the form of a 
deadly race against time. 
Meanwhile, Delaney's 
malevolent brother-in-law 
Thorne pushes his seething 
jealousy into a vicious and 
spiritual realm, and as the 
threat of an embarrassing loss 
to the colonial upstarts in the 
Americas rises, the animosity 
between the Crown and the 
East India Company escalates 
to new heights. Historical 
drama, starring Tom Hardy and 
Jefferson Hall. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Best Dishes Ever. (R) 
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Six Nations Preview. 2.00 
Live Six Nations Rugby Union. Scotland 
v Ireland (Kick-off 2.25pm). 4.30 Final 
Score. 5.30 BBC News. 5.40 Regional 
Programme. 5.50 Pointless Celebrities. 
(R) 

6.40 Let It Shine. The talent contest 
changes tack, as Mel Giedroyc and 
Graham Norton introduce the next 
stage of the selection process. 

This week, the would-be pop 
stars get a taste of performing in 
groups for the first time, and Lulu 
takes up Amber Riley’s former 
position on the judging panel. The 
theme for this round is 
“collaboration”, with each 
group of boys teaming up with 
either Oily Murs, Kaiser Chiefs, 
Melanie C, Busted or Beverley 
Knight to perform three-song 
mega-sets in their new ensembles. 
After each performance, judges 
Dannii Minogue, Lulu, Martin 
Kemp and Gary Barlow must 
select five lads from each group to 
form the bands for next week’s live 
round. 

8.25 Casualty. The morning of 

Charlie's wedding arrives, and Cal 
and Ethan wake hung-over 
following a riotous the stag party. 
However, the pair have no memory 
of the previous night's events, 
Charlie is missing, and Cal seems 
to have acquired a mysterious 
suitcase, which is cuffed to his 
wrist. Retracing their steps takes 
them back to a B&B, a tattoo 
parlour and a strip club, leading to 
a deadly encounter with a criminal 
intent on reclaiming the suitcase. 
Meanwhile, Duffy worries that her 
groom has developed cold feet, 
lain receives a visiting order from 
Gem, and Elle learns a second 
complaint has been made against 
her. 

9.15 Taboo. James Delaney is 
blackmailed into accepting a 
deadly mission. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, which 
included Chelsea v Arsenal at 
Stamford Bridge. 

12.00 The NFL Show. 12.35 Film: 

Disconnect. (2012) 2.25 Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 2.30 BBC News. 


6.50 Film: Lady Luck. (1946) 8.25 Film: 
School for Scoundrels. (1960) 10.00 
Britain’s Secret Seas. (R) 11.00 Homes 
Underthe Hammer. (R) 12.00 A Cook 
Abroad: Dave Myers’ Egypt. (R) 1.00 
Film: The Importance of Being Earnest. 
(2002) Oscar Wilde comedy, starring 
Rupert Everett and Colin Firth. 2.30 
Natural World. (R) 3.30 The World’s 
Most Extraordinary Homes. (R) 4.30 
Mastermind. (R) 5.00 University 
Challenge. (R) 5.30 Only Connect. (R) 
6.00 Live Davis Cup Tennis. Canada v 
Great Britain. Sue Barker 
introduces coverage of the 
doubles rubber on day two of the 
World Group first-round tie at The 
Arena at TD Place, Ottawa. Much 
of Britain’s recent success in the 
competition has been down to 
their results in doubles ties, with 
Andy and Jamie Murray the 
favoured partnership, although 
Andy is missing from the British 
squad on this occasion. With 
commentary by Chris Bradnam, 
Jamie Baker and John Lloyd. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. A major decides 
Corporal Jones is too old to be in 
the Home Guard, asking him to 
prove his worth by completing an 
assault course. Comedy, starring 
Clive Dunn. (R) 

9.00 Ql XL. Guests Lucy Porter, Frankie 
Boyle and Ross Noble join regular 
panellist Alan Davies and host 
Sandi Toksvig to contemplate the 
theme “next” in this extended 
episode. As usual, correctness and 
even intelligence go out of the 
window in this quiz, in which the 
questions are so difficult points 
are awarded for the answers its 
questionmaster finds most 
interesting. 

9.45 Film: The Falling. (2014) 

Premiere. A 1960s girls’ school is 
rocked by the sudden death of a 
star pupil. Soon afterwards, the 
students suffer an outbreak of 
mass hysteria, and begin 
inexplicably fainting. The close 
friendship between two very 
different girls seems to lie at the 
centre of the strange happenings. 
Drama, starring Maisie Williams. 

11.25 Film: Julie & Julia. (2009) Biopic 
telling the stories of 1960s 
American chef Julia Child and 
modern-day blogger Julie Powell, 
who tries to emulate her heroine in 
the kitchen. With Meryl Streep. 
1.20 Film: In Darkness. (2011) 3.35 This 
Is BBC Two. 


6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome Kids. 

(R) 6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.00 Super 4. (R) 7.15 
Oddbods. (R) 7.20 Oddbods. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Teen Titans 
Go! (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls 
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Rebound. (R) 10.25 Guess This 
House. (R) 11.25 Judge Rinder. (R) 

12.30 ITV News; Weather. 12.40 River 
Monsters. (R) 1.10 Tipping Point. (R) 
2.15 Dance Dance Dance. (R) 3.45 
Regional Programme; Weather.3.55 ITV 
News; Weather. 4.10 Live Six Nations 
Rugby Union. England v France (Kick-off 
4.50pm). 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Competitors 
from across the UK test their 
strength, speed and courage in 
this obstacle-course challenge, 
hosted by Ben Shephard, Rochelle 
Humes and Chris Kamara. 

8.00 The Voice UK. The spinning-chair 
singing content’s Blind Audition 
phase continues into its fifth week, 
as coaches William, Jennifer 
Hudson, Tom Jones and Gavin 
Rossdale hunt for the nation’s next 
singing superstar. As ever, the 
auditionees are invited to perform 
on stage, while the all-star 
panellists sit with their backs to 
the singer, only turning their chair 
around to see who they have just 
been serenaded by if they are 
suitably impressed by the 
performer. Naturally, as the 
contest continues to roll on, 
remaining spaces on each coach’s 
teams are running short, and 
competition to claim the left-over 
spots will be as fierce as ever. 

9.30 Through the Keyhole. Cold Feet 
actor John Thomson, Coronation 
Street star Kym Marsh and 
presenter Stephen Mulhern try to 
guess which three stars’ homes 
Keith Lemon has invaded. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: The Bourne Supremacy. 
(2004) The amnesiac assassin is 
framed for a botched CIA 
operation and faces a fight for 
survival as he tries to uncover his 
past. Action thriller sequel, with 
Matt Damon and Brian Cox. 

12.40 Jackpot247.3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.25 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 
10.50 The Simpsons. (R) 11.20 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.50 Jamie and Jimmy’s 
Friday Night Feast. (R) 12.55 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 1.25 Come Dine with Me. 

(R) 1.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.25 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.55 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 3.25 A Place in the Sun: 
Summer Sun. (R) 4.30 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.30 Grand 
Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Penelope Keith’s Hidden 

Villages. Penelope visits North 
Yorkshire, England’s largest 
county, where she samples local 
dialect in the remote villages of 
Upper Swaledale. She also takes in 
the sights of Cracoe, the village 
featured in the film Calendar Girls, 
and heads for the North York 
Moors and Goathland, where she 
witnesses a Viking sword dance. 
Plus, a trip to the failed seaside 
resort of Ravenscar, and a tour of 
an artists’ retreat in Staithes. (R) 
8.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales embark 
on a journey into their pasts via the 
Leeds and Liverpool Canal, which 
celebrates its 200th anniversary 
this year. Along the way, they visit 
the country’s last surviving steam- 
powered textile mill, meander 
through the “curlies”, and meet 
acclaimed poet Simon Armitage. 
They also take a trip by steam train 
to the home of the Bronte sisters 
in Haworth, and are confronted by 
the Salts Mill after tackling the 
steepest lock staircase in Britain. 
Last in the series. (R) 

9.00 Film: A Million Ways to Die in the 
West. (2014) Premiere. A timid 
farmer abandoned by his girlfriend 
is fascinated by a mysterious 
woman who rides into his frontier 
town. He tries to act the part of a 
gunslinging Wild West hero to 
impress her, only to find himself 
facing a showdown with her 
notorious outlaw husband. 
Western spoof, directed by and 
starring Seth MacFarlane. 

11.15 Film: Van Helsing. (2004) 

1.40 The Last Leg. (R) 2.35 Hollyoaks. 
4.45 Win It Cook It. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant 

Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Film: Kelly’s 

Heroes. (1970) 1.10 Police Interceptors. 

(R) 2.10 Police Interceptors. (R) 3.10 

The Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

4.10 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 

Door. (R) 5.10 Nightmare Tenants, Slum 

Landlords. (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Documentary giving an insight 
into the world of debt collection 
from the perspectives of debtors, 
creditors and those who collect the 
payments. Repossession experts 
Mike Allonby and Terry Jones 
roam the streets, looking for cars 
belonging to people with 
outstanding unpaid loans, while 
high court enforcement officers 
Paul Bohill and Steve Pinner evict 
a taxi driver from his home of 19 
years for a debt of almost £30,000. 
(R) 

7.05 NCIS: Los Angeles. The team 
investigates when a naval seaman 
and an infamous arms dealer are 
found dead near the Mexican 
border. 

8.00 NCIS. Abby visits a 

pharmaceutical lab to investigate a 
murder case, but when armed men 
storm the facility and hold 
everyone hostage, she finds 
herself trapped within the building. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce action from the latest 
fixtures, which included Bristol 
City v Rotherham United at Ashton 
Gate, Ipswich Town v Reading at 
Portman Road, and Nottingham 
Forest v Aston Villa at The City 
Ground. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals from the 
latest matches in Leagues One and 
Two, including Shrewsbury Town v 
Bury, and Cambridge United v 
Plymouth Argyle. 

10.30 Britain’s Biggest Armed Robbery. 

The Brinks Mat heist of 1983, the 
country’s biggest and most 
notorious armed robbery, which 
caused the price of gold to soar 
and sent ripples through the 
criminal underworld. 

11.30 Police Interceptors: Takedown. 
Vinnie Jones joins up with officers 
from two forces. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity 

Botched Up Bodies. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Timeshift: Magnificent Machines - 
The Golden Age of the British Sports Car 
8.00 Treasures of the Indus 9.00 
Attenborough and the Giant Egg 10.00 
The Young Montalbano 11.45 Top of the 
Pops: 1983 12.50 Robert Plant @ 
Glastonbury 2.00 The Rolling Stones at 
the BBC 2.45 Jeff Lynne’s ELO in Concert 
3.50 Close 
ITV2 

11.20 Ninja Warrior UK 12.20 Take Me 
Out 1.25 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 1.50 
Film: Step Up 2: The Streets (2008) 2.50 
FYI Daily 2.55 Film: Step Up 2: The 
Streets (2008) 3.55 Film: Inspector 
Gadget (1999) 4.55 FYI Daily 5.00 Film: 
Inspector Gadget (1999) 5.30 Film: 

Snow Dogs (2002) 6.30 FYI Daily 6.35 
Film: Snow Dogs (2002) 7.35 Film: The 
Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the 
Ring (2001) 8.35 FYI Daily 8.40 Film: 

The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of 
the Ring (2001) 11.00 Family Guy 12.30 
American Dad! 12.55 Film: Run Fat Boy 
Run (2007) 1.55 FYI Daily 2.05 Film: 

Run Fat Boy Run (2007) 2.45 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.00 Film: Carry On Jack (1963) 12.45 
Lewis 2.50 Wycliffe 4.00 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 6.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 Doc 
Martin 9.00 Midsomer Murders 11.00 
Lewis 1.00 Blue Murder 2.00 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 Counting Cars 11.50 Pawn Stars 

I. 15 Barcelona’s European Glory 1.30 
ITV Racing Live from Sandown. 4.00 
Film: Superman (1978) 5.00 FYI Daily 
5.05 Film: Superman (1978) 6.55 Mr 
Bean 8.00 River Monsters 9.05 Film: 
Bullitt (1968) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: 
Bullitt (1968) 11.25 Film: Game of Death 
(2010) 12.25 FYI Daily 12.30 Film: Game 
of Death (2010) 1.30 Hell on Wheels 

2.25 Tommy Cooper 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

3.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 8.00 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 9.00 Film: X-Men (2000) 11.00 
Gogglebox 12.40 The Inbetweeners 1.50 
Chewing Gum 2.25 Virtually Famous 
3.05 The Inbetweeners 4.00 Rude Tube 
Film4 

II. 00 Millions (2004) 1.00 Carry On 
Nurse (1 959) 2.45 The Borrowers (1 997) 

4.25 Von Ryan’s Express (1965) 6.45 
Tower Heist (2011) 9.00 A Good Day to 
Die Hard (2013) 10.55 Resident Evil: 
Extinction (2007) 12.45 District 9 (2009) 
3.00 Close 




The British Queen 

Sports Bar Restaurant 


acss 


Smoking Area • C 


Opening Hours - Monday - 
Thursday 4pm -1 lpm 
Friday - Sunday 12pm - Late 


Special Offers 

Carling £2.20 pint - Everyday until 6pm 
Mild/Bitter £2 pint - All day Everyday 




Function Room Available 
to seat 40 people 


sUi 


Follow us on Facebook @BritishQueenKitchen 

133 Birmingham Road, Oldbury 
Telephone: 07743 933112/ 0121 544 7792 


New look at British Queen, 
but same brilliant service 

Commercial feature 

What are you looking for in 
a proper local? Could it be 
quality beer, at the some 
of the lowest prices in the 
area, combined with friendly, 
attentive service? Well look no 
further than the British Queen 
in Birmingham Road, Oldbury. 

Newly-refurbished and with 
an outside play area in the very 
attractive beer garden - which 
includes a smoking area - the British 
Queen has become a favourite haunt 
for many people who like a nice pint 
as well as top pub cuisine. 

With draught and bottled beer, 
cider, wines and spirits on offer as 
well as tea or coffee, there is plenty 
to accommodate every drinker’s 
taste. 

Atmosphere 

Among the British Queen’s menu 
masterpieces are the very popular 
barbecue sizzlers and curries, sea 
food and vegetarian meals, to eat in, 
or even take away, if customers need 
to get back home. 

And the friendly atmosphere inside 
means that there is a warm welcome 
for all, with live football matches 
screened to tempt fans of the 
beautiful game, both on Sky Sports 
and BT Sports, not to mention 
cricket, rugby, darts or snooker, 
depending on what is on at the time. 

There is a pool table and jukebox 
to provide further entertainment 
and our chefs are professional, with 
extensive experience in the trade. 

In fact all the staff are intent 
on maintaining the Queen’s fine 



Name: The British Queen, 133, 
Birmingham Road, Oldbury, B69 4EW 
Phone: 0121 544 7792 
Email: sssidhu58@hotmail.co.uk 
Mobile: 07743 933112 


The revamped beer garden, complete with play equipment and smoking area 



The refurbished interior of the pub 

reputation, which has been established 
over 11 and a half years of tenure for 
the current owners - whose ethos 
has always been to take care of the 
customers. 


Some of the fine cuisine available 

So for nice, clean seating inside and 
out, a friendly atmosphere, some of the 
best beer, quality food and service, why 
not try living it up in right royal style at 
the British Queen? 
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SUNDAY’S TV FEBRUARY 5 27 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Caprice 

The Jump 

(Channel 4, 7.30pm) 

New series. Davina McCall 
presents the celebrity winter 
sport show, with contestants 
Bradley Wiggins, Spencer 
Matthews, Robbie Fowler, 
Caprice, Jade Jones, Louis 
Smith, Kadeena Cox, Lydia 
Bright, Mark Dolan, Vogue 
Williams, Jason Robinson, 
Gareth Thomas, Josie Gibson 
and Emma Parker Bowles 
risking life and limb. The first 
challenge they face is a 
gruelling parallel slalom down a 
mountain course, with the 
losers of each head-to-head 
race facing the jump to 
determine which one of them 
will be eliminated from the 
contest. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 2.15 Wanted 
Down Under. (R) 2.45 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.30 Songs of Praise. 4.05 
Spy in the Wild. (R) 5.05 Spy in the Wild. 
(R) 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. An episode focused 
on birds, in which Matt Baker 
visits an RSPB reserve for pink¬ 
footed geese on the Norfolk Coast 
and a school taking part in a bird 
count. Helen Skelton goes in 
search of flocks of starlings in 
Cumbria and meets an artist who 
paints using feather quills. Tom 
Heap reports on the latest 
outbreak of bird flu, while Adam 
Henson reveals the steps he is 
taking to prevent the spread of the 
disease on his farm. Including 
weather for the week ahead. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Granville 
opens a delivery point for internet 
shopping, and a particularly large 
order gives him an idea for how 
Gastric can find a way to impress 
Madge. Last in the series. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. The government 
plans to close down small 
hospitals in favour of larger 
establishments. Dr Turner and 
Shelagh prepare for an inspection 
that will decide the maternity 
home’s fate. 

9.00 Apple Tree Yard. Yvonne is 
arrested for murder. She soon 
comes to realise that everything 
Costley told her was a lie - and 
that he is the only person who can 
keep her out of prison. Concludes 
tomorrow. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Gabby Logan 
reviews the day’s Premier League 
action, featuring Leicester City v 
Manchester United at the King 
Power Stadium and Manchester 
City v Swansea City at the Etihad 
Stadium. 

II. 20 NFL Live: Super Bowl 51 . New 

England Patriots v Atlanta Falcons 
(Kick-off 11.30pm). Coverage of 
the showpiece match from NRG 
Stadium in Houston, Texas. 

4.00 Weather for the Week Ahead. 4.05 
BBC News. 


6.45 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 7.45 
An Island Parish: Anguilla. (R) 8.15 The 
Edible Garden. (R) 8.45 Countryfile. (R) 

9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.15 
Nigel Slater’s Dish of the Day. (R) 11.45 
Nigellissima. (R) 12.15 MOTD2 Extra. 

I. 00 Live Netball. England v Australia 
(Centre-pass 1 .00pm). 2.45 Nitro 
Athletics: Usain Bolt Takes On The World. 

3.45 Money for Nothing. (R) 4.30 Flog 
It! (R) 5.15 Ski Sunday. 

6.00 Six Nations Rugby Union. John 
Inverdale introduces action from 
the opening weekend of this year’s 
tournament, featuring Scotland v 
Ireland at Murrayfield, 2016 Grand 
Slam winners England v France at 
Twickenham and Italy v Wales at 
theStadioOlimpico. 

7.00 City in the Sky. Dallas Campbell 
and Dr Hannah Fry conclude the 
series by examining the process of 
bringing a plane safely to the 
ground. Hannah meets air traffic 
controllers at the world’s busiest 
airport and visits a site that has 
seen over 2000 unscheduled 
landings in the last decade. Dallas 
sits in the cockpit of a plane 
heading for Paro, Bhutan, a place 
where only 26 pilots in the world 
are qualified to land. Last in the 
series. (R) 

8.00 Dragons’Den. The panel assess 
the profit-making potential of a 
plan for teaching children 
languages, a security gadget for 
patio doors, a device for the hard 
of hearing and a range of soup. 
9.00 Special Forces-Ultimate Hell 
Week. Army training challenge, in 
which contestants must endure 
gruelling military-grade 
conditioning drills from around the 
world. 

10.00 Live at the Apollo. Sitcom star 
and The Last Leg regular Josh 
Widdicombe welcomes Londoner 
Nathan Caton and Australian 
comic Celia Pacquola to the 
stage at London’s Hammersmith 
Apollo. (R) 

10.45 Women’s Six Nations Highlights. 

Highlights from this year’s 
tournament. 

II. 15 Davis Cup Tennis. Canada v Great 

Britain. Sue Barker presents action 
from the concluding singles 
rubbers on day three of the World 
Group first-round tie at The Arena 
at TD Place, Ottawa. 

12.45 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 

1.45 Holby City. (R) 2.45 This Is BBC 
Two. 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Super 4. (R) 7.15 Oddbods. (R) 7.20 
Oddbods. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: 
The Animated Series. (Ft) 7.50 
Scrambled!: Ultimate Spider-Man: Web 
Warriors. 8.20 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.45 Scrambled!: Teen Titans 
Go! (Ft) 9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure 
Time. (R) 9.25 Countrywise: Guide to 
Britain. (Ft) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 
10.55 Gino’s Italian Escape: Hidden Italy. 
(R) 11.25 The Voice UK. (Ft) 12.55 ITV 
News; Weather. 1.00 Live Six Nations 
Rugby Union. Italy v Wales (Kick-off 
2.00pm). 4.15 The Chase. (R) 5.15 Ninja 
Warrior UK. (R) 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Dance Dance Dance. Alesha 

Dixon and Will Best host the semi¬ 
final of the celebrity dance contest. 
To win a place in the final, each 
contestant must give a solo and a 
duo performance, recreating 
dance routines made famous in 
music videos by artists including 
Rihanna, Michael Jackson and Sia. 
Judges Ashley Banjo, Tina Landon 
and Timor Steffens are on hand to 
decide who will be going through 
to the final. 

8.00 Lion Country: Night and Day. New 

series. Cameras follow two prides 
of lions in their territory of 
Zambia’s South Luangwa National 
Park over the course of six 
months. A cub’s curiosity gets the 
better of him when it strays from 
the pride’s territory, and becomes 
easy prey for leopards and hyenas. 
A lioness tries to rejoin a pride, but 
many of the males in the group are 
resistant to the idea. The camera 
crew gets closer to the big cats 
than they bargained for, and are 
forced to beat a hasty retreat. 

9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. New 
series. Medical drama about a 
junior doctor who leaves the UK to 
start a new life in South India, and 
finds a new calling at a hospital 
run by an eccentric English ex-pat. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston. (Ft) 

11.15 Anglo-Welsh Cup Highlights. 
12.20 Jackpot247. 3.00 Chopping Block. 
(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (Ft) 7.55 Frasier. (R) 
8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 George Clarke’s 
Amazing Spaces. (R) 1.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 3.00 Film: Step 
Up All In. (2014) Premiere. Dance drama, 
starring Ryan Guzman. 5.15 Channel 4 
News. 5.45 Film: Ice Age: Dawn of the 
Dinosaurs. (2009) Sid the sloth 
discovers three eggs - but when they 
hatch into dinosaurs, he struggles to 
keep them under control. The creatures' 
mother comes looking for her offspring 
and takes them and Sid to an 
underground world where the giant 
reptiles never became extinct. Sid's 
friends, aided by a crazed one-eyed 
weasel, head for this strange new land to 
rescue him. Animated adventure sequel, 
with the voices of John Leguizamo, 

Denis Leary, Ray Romano and Simon 
Pegg. 

7.30 The Jump. New series. Davina 
McCall presents the celebrity 
winter sport show, with 14 famous 
faces competing in dangerous 
challenges, beginning with a 
parallel slalom race down a 
mountain. 

9.00 Homeland. Saul ventures to Abu 
Dhabi, and Carrie is forced to 
deliver bad news. Meanwhile, 
Quinn suspects something is 
amiss. Guest starring Dominic 
Fumusa (Nurse Jackie). 

10.008 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
Jimmy Carr hosts the comedy 
panel show’s version of the words- 
and-numbersquiz, as Jon 
Richardson and Jayde Adams take 
on Sean Lock and Joe Wilkinson. 
(R) 

11.00 Film: Magic Mike. (2012) A 
veteran male stripper teaches a 
young dancer the tricks of the 
trade, and introduces him to a 
hedonistic lifestyle. Comedy 
drama, starring Channing Tatum 
and Matthew McConaughey. 

1.10 How to Lose Weight Well. Diet 
crashers Emma and Kaye have 10 days 
to slim down for a day at the races. Last 
in the series. (R) 2.05 Britain’s Billionaire 
Immigrants. Focusing on China’s elite 
who are obsessed with everything 
British. (R) 3.00 Your Face Says It All. 
Documentary revealing hidden secrets of 
the human face. (R) 3.55 Kirstie’s 
Handmade Treasures. (R) 4.10 Phil 
Spencer: Secret Agent. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R)6.10 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.15 Wanda and the 
Alien. (R) 6.25 Bob the Builder. (R) 6.35 
Angelina Ballerina. (R) 6.50 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.00 Seaside Antics. (R) 7.05 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.20 Pip Ahoy! (R) 

7.30 Little Princess. (R) 7.50 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 8.00 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.25 Noddy in Toyland. 

(R) 8.45 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(Ft) 9.00 Shimmer and Shine. 9.20 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (Ft) 9.55 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 
Football on 5: The Championship. (R) 
11.25 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 

12.00 Benefit House: Me & My 26 Kids. 
(R) 1.00 Benefits Britain: Life on the 
Dole. (R) 2.00 Benefits Britain: Life on 
the Dole. (R) 3.00 Film: Leap Year. 

(2010) Romantic comedy, starring Amy 
Adams and Matthew Goode. 4.50 Film: 
Around the World in 80 Days. (2004) 
Comedy adventure, starring Steve 
Coogan and Jackie Chan. 

7.05 Film: Jackie Chan’s The 

Medallion. (2003) An evil crime 
lord tries to capture a boy who has 
supernatural powers, but a team of 
international police officers is on 
his trail. One of the cops is killed 
saving the child, who resurrects 
him using a magical medallion. 

The revived detective now has 
superhuman abilities, which he 
uses to protect the youngster. 
Comedy adventure, with Jackie 
Chan, Lee Evans, Julian Sands, 
Claire Forlani and John Fthys- 
Davies. Edited for violence. 
Includes 5 News Update. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 When Live TV Goes Horribly 

Wrong. Memorable on-air hitches, 
including presenter Sarah Cawood 
recalling the time The National 
Lottery Jetset studio was invaded 
by Fathers for Justice protestors, 
Bucks Fizz star Cheryl Baker 
offering insight into Eurovision’s 
most off-key moments, and 
veteran journalist John Stapleton 
opening up about the occasion 
The Time, The Place was taken off 
the air due to a demonstration. 
Plus, rare moments of 
imperfection on Lorraine, This Is 
Your Life and The Charlie Drake 
Show. Other contributors include 
Penny Smith, Dorn Joly, Maria 
McErlane and Matt Johnson. 

12.05 Celebrity Botched Up Bodies. (R) 

1.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Get Your Tatts 
Out: Kavos Ink. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Hidden Killers of the Victorian Home 
8.00 British History’s Biggest Fibs with 
Lucy Worsley 9.00 Darcey Bussell: 
Looking for Margot 10.00 Film: The Past 
(2013) 12.05 Legends of the Deep: Deep 
Sea Sharks 1.00 Legends of the Deep: 
Giant Squid 1.45 Horizon: The Power of 
the Placebo 2.45 Darcey Bussell: Looking 
for Margot 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

2.50 Film: Mr Magorium’s Wonder 
Emporium (2007) 3.50 FYI Daily 3.55 
Film: Mr Magorium’s Wonder Emporium 
(2007) 4.40 Film: The Princess Diaries 2: 
Royal Engagement (2004) 5.40 FYI Daily 

5.45 Film: The Princess Diaries 2: Royal 
Engagement (2004) 7.00 Film: Evan 
Almighty (2007) 8.00 FYI Daily 8.05 
Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 9.00 Ibiza 
Weekender XXL 10.30 Family Guy 12.25 
American Dad! 1.25 The Cleveland Show 
2.15 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

2.45 Agatha Christie’s Marple 4.50 
Wycliffe 5.55 This Time Next Year 7.00 
Midsomer Murders 9.00 Tonight at the 
London Palladium 10.00 Birds of a 
Feather 10.30 Film: Captain Corelli’s 
Mandolin (2001) 11.30 FYI Daily 11.35 
Film: Captain Corelli’s Mandolin (2001) 

I. 05 A Touch of Frost 2.50 Wycliffe 3.45 
May the Best House Win 5.25 On the 
Buses 5.55 ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

2.45 Film: Every Which Way But Loose 
(1978) 3.45 FYI Daily 3.50 Film: Every 
Which Way But Loose (1978) 5.00 Film: 
Superman (1978) 6.05 FYI Daily 6.10 
Film: Superman (1978) 8.00 The Chase: 
Celebrity Special 9.00 Anglo-Welsh Cup 
Highlights 10.05 Film: Mars Attacks! 

(1996) 11.05 FYI Daily 11.10 Film: Mars 
Attacks! (1996) 12.15 Film: A Dangerous 
Man (2010) 1.15 FYI Daily 1.20 Film: A 
Dangerous Man (2010) 2.10 Hell on 
Wheels 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

2.10 The Goldbergs 4.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 6.25 Film: Battleship (2012) 9.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Film: 
This Means War (2012) 12.00 Tattoo 
Fixers 1.05 Gogglebox 2.10 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 3.00 Rude Tube 
Film4 

II. 00 City of Ember (2008) 1.00 Carry 
On Constable (1960) 2.40 Bandslam 
(2009) 4.50 The Jewel of the Nile (1985) 
7.00 Turner & Hooch (1989) 9.00 The 
Purge: Anarchy (2014) 11.05 Whiteout 
(2009) 1.10 Viva Rival (2010) 3.10 Close 



im-4pm 


A new concept for Gumtree and eBay sellers 

Offer a collection point instead of people turning up at 
your home and sell your wares. 

☆ a CAR BOOTERS WELCOME ☆ ☆ I 


MARKET STALLS WELCOME ★ ☆ 

A special introductory price of £5 per stall and £15.75 per 12ft trading space on the specialist trading area will be available for 
the opening day, so traders, booters and sellers are invited to book quickly to avoid disappointment! Any remaining pitches will be 


available to casual traders on the day, who should wait outside Heron Frozen foods to await allocation by a Markets Officer at 9am. 


The market provides 76 numbered stalls along with various open pitches, 
and specific numbered pitches may be booked and paid for in advance 
by contacting the Council’s Markets Service on 0121 553 3074 . 


Sandwel 
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^ £3.89 Monday - Saturday • £5.99 Sunday 

FUNCTION ROOM FOR... 

Wedding Receptions, 

Birthday Parties, Anniversaries and Funerals 



THUR 02/02/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 

FRI 03/02/17 
TYLER JON SHOW 

SAT 04/02/17 
ROBBIE WILLIAMS TRIBUTE 

SUN 05/02/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


MON 06/02/17 
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 
TUE 07/02/17 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 08/02/17 
ADRIAN MICHAELS 

THUR 09/02/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


GRILL DEALS 
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DAILY CARVERV 

We also serve 

GREAT 
STEAK & 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

The Bucket List, Channel 5,10.30pm 

Two terminally ill cancer patients, one a wealthy 
tycoon, the other a penniless mechanic, resolve to 
enjoy the time they have left to live life to the full. 

While in hospital, the pair draw up a list of all the 
things they have always wanted to do but never found 
the time, before embarking on a mission to try them 
all. Comedy, starring Jack Nicholson. (2007) 

TUESDAY 

Killer Assistant, Channel 5,3.20pm 

A high-profile magazine editor seemingly has the 
perfect life and career. However, when she takes on a 
new assistant, a brief affair and his clandestine 
plotting threatens to send the woman into a downward 
spiral of life-changing proportions. Thriller, starring 
Arianne Zucker and Brando Eaton. (2016) 

WEDNESDAY 

Someone to Watch Over Me, BBC1,11.45pm 

A New York socialite witnesses a club owner’s murder 
at the hands of a powerful mobster, prompting the 
police to assign a detective to protect her. However, 
when the married cop begins to fall for his glamorous 
charge, he faces a conflict of loyalties. Ridley Scott’s 
romantic thriller, starring Tom Berenger. (1987) 



THURSDAY 

The Vanished Family: Aurora Teagarden Mystery 4, 
Channel 5,3.15pm 

After an exhaustive house-hunt, crime-solving librarian 
Aurora finally purchases her dream home. However, 
as she sets about moving in, she discovers the 
property has a murky history, one involving the 
sudden disappearance of previous owners. Mystery 
drama, starring Candace Cameron Bure. (2016) 

FRIDAY 

Blood Diamond, BBC1,11.55pm 

Smuggler Danny Archer ends up in prison in war-torn 
Sierra Leone in 1999, where he meets Solomon, a 
Mende fisherman separated from his family by 
guerrillas. Danny pledges to help the desperate man 
rescue his son, who has been forcibly conscripted as 
a child soldier, in return for a rare pink diamond. 

Action thriller, starring Leonardo DiCaprio. (2006) 


Famous faces face a 
test on the waters 


O h to have been a fly on the 
wall during the meeting to set 
up this show... 

You can imagine it - blown over by 
the success of Channel 4’s Great 
Canal Journeys featuring married 
thespians Timothy West and Prunella 
Scales, not to mention ITV’s Barging 
Round Britain with John Sergeant, 
those folks at Channel 5 decided 
they needed to get a piece of the 
pensionable boat trip action. 

Well, you would, wouldn’t you? 

And if something ain’t broke, there’s 
no need to fix it, so the station 
decided not to tinker with the format 
too much. As a result they have 
brought in four famous faces and 
sent them on their way for an 
adventure. Hopefully anyway - 
otherwise it’s going to be a slightly 
dull four-part series. 

First into the fray are Debbie 
McGee and Nigel Havers. She’s best 
known for being the widow of Paul 
Daniels, and found fame initially as 
his glamorous assistant (her name 
tended to be prefaced by the word 
‘lovely’ back in their 1980s heyday); 


these days she’s a star in her own 
right. 

Havers is, of course, that dashing 
actor who has graced the screen in a 
number of acclaimed projects, 
including Chariots of Fire, A Passage 
to India and Empire of the Sun. He 
even added a little bit of class to 
Coronation Street as charming 
schemer Lewis Archer. 

McGee and Havers both have 
experience of steering boats, so 
should find their trip a doddle. 
Unfortunately, that proves to be far 
from the case... 

Their novice neighbours, Lorraine 
Chase and Simon Callow, struggle 
too. Chase spent four years as an 
Emmerdale regular thanks to her role 
as Steph Forsythe, but is still best 
known for a string of adverts she 
made in the 1970s which used her 
strong cockney accent to their full. 

Callow is, of course, an actor of 
some note, having appeared in 
numerous acclaimed stage roles, 
from Shakespeare to Beckett and 
beyond. He also made a big impact 
in Four Weddings and a Funeral, and 


has numerous other film roles to his 
name. However, he isn’t above more 
lowbrow pursuits - his first TV role 
was in the Carry On Laughing 
episode Orgy and Bess, although his 
part was eventually cut from the 
finished product. 

The opening episode sees the 
quartet embark on their journey 
along the Kennet and Avon Canal, 
one of Britain’s most popular 
waterways. They begin in Bristol, but 
soon end up in trouble thanks to an 
altercation with a moored boat. 

Debbie tries to raise everyone’s 
spirits by making them taste the 
fruits of her labours in the galley. 
However, it’s the addition of some 
alcohol that really gets the party 
started. 

Later, the group encounter a local 
artist, whose gift of a map opens up 
a world of canal-side entertainment, 
and inspires them to visit local 
vineyards (more booze) and call in 
on the Avoncliffe singers. 

Later episodes will feature a trip 
down the Llangollen Canal on the 
border between England and Wales. 



wmssmim 

Celebrity Carry on Barging, Friday, Channel 5, 8pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

SAS: Rogue Warriors 
BBC2, 9pm 

New series. Ben Macintyre uses the SAS archives 
to examine the history of the British Army special 
forces unit combining documents, unseen footage 
and interviews with its founding members to tell the 
remarkable story behind an extraordinary fighting 
force. In the first edition, he looks at its formation in 
the heat of the north African desert in 1941, when 
eccentric young British army officer David Archibald 
Stirling had a vision for a new kind of war in which 
the enemy was attacked from behind their own lines. 

TUESDAY 
The Moorside 
BBC1,9pm 

Drama telling the story of the disappearance of 
nine-year-old Shannon Matthews from the Moorside 
Estate in Dewsbury. Emotional public appeals for 
information from her mother Karen Matthews 
amount to nothing, and the community, led by Julie 
Bushby, stand by her and make extraordinary 
efforts of their own to find Shannon. Despite the 
support, doubts are beginning to creep in for some 
regarding Karen’s behaviour, and friend and 
neighbour Natalie Brown struggles with her 
conscience as she becomes convinced that Karen 



knows more than she is revealing. Sheridan Smith, 
Sian Brooke and Gemma Whelan star. 

WEDNESDAY 

Climbing the Property Ladder 
Channel 5, 9pm 

With property shows being a firm fixture on telly 
schedules for years now, it’s hardly surprising that 
more and more people are deciding to turn their 
hands to the risky - but often rewarding - world of 
property development. What is a surprise is the 
range of people whom this lifestyle attracts. This 
new series follows those attempting to buy, 
renovate, and sell houses for profit, 
including everyone from retirees to 
youngsters, and single mums to office 
workers. They include Mary, who was 
recently laid off and has decided to put 
her redundancy money and life 
savings into a run-down Yorkshire 
cottage. She has her eyes on a 
healthy £25,000 profit, however 
her project is at risk of turning into 
a battle of wills with her builder. 

No Offence 
Channel 4,9pm 

After finding herself suspended 


from duty, Deering goes rogue in her efforts to nail 
Nora. Back at the station, Lickberg tries to control 
the team, as they urgently intensify the manhunt for 
one of the Attahs’ missing victims. Teegan is sent 
on an undercover operation and an unlikely alliance 
is agreed between Nora and the team, who wants 
to stop a Female Genital Mutilation 
cutter arriving on her patch. Starring 
Joanna Scanlan, Rakie Ayola, 

Sarah Solemani and Saira 
Choudhry. 

THURSDAY 

After Brexit: The Battle for 
Europe 
BBC2, 9pm 

In the wake of last year’s 
referendum result, Britons 
on both sides of the 
Brexit debate have 
been discussing what 
leaving the European 
Union will mean for 
the UK. However, this 
documentary looks at 
the implications for the 
future of EU 
itself, which is 


Tuesday, BBC1,9pm 


currently facing the biggest challenge in its 60-year 
history. As the BBC’s Europe Editor Katya Adler 
points out, it’s not just Britain’s departure that is 
making waves - populist eurosceptic movements 
are on the rise across the continent, leading to the 
prospect of more countries following the UK’s 
example and voting to leave. As Britain begins the 
controversial and uncertain process of withdrawing, 
Adler asks whether the Union can survive. 

FRIDAY 

Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast 
Channel 4,8pm 

You might think that good friends and good food 
combine to make a relaxing Friday night, and 
usually you’d be right. This edition of old pals Jamie 
Oliver and Jimmy Doherty’s culinary series, 
however, may prove to be contentious - for Jamie is 
attempting a paella, the very dish which last year 
saw the chef draw ire on social media from 
seemingly the entire population of Spain. His 
inclusion of chorizo proved particularly 
controversial, so it will be interesting to see whether 
the spicy sausage makes it into tonight’s recipe. 

He’s cooking the the Valencian staple with actor 
Martin Clunes, but will they defer to the dish’s 
progenitors, or throw caution to the wind and end 
up as ’men behaving badly’? 


Free mortgage advice 

Are you a first time buyer or thinking of moving home? 

For advice about mortgages talk to us! 

Call 0121 557 2551 to arrange to speak to one of our Mortgage Advisers about 
our range of mortgages. 

Our friendly, professional staff will ensure you get the right product to suit your needs. 
Although they can't advise you on which colour to choose! 




FurnitureClinic 

Leather Care & 

Repair Specialists 


Professional cleaning, repair & 
restoration service for all items of 
leather,fabric and wood. 


LEATHER CLEANING & RESTORATION 
CONTRACT & COMMERCIAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 


RE-UPHOLSTERY 
FRAME REPAIRS 


SPRING REPAIRS 


STITCH REPAIRS 


Items «an be repaired in home or larger jobs can be taken back to 
our workshop. We cover the West Midlands including Birmingham, 
Dudley. Wolverhampton, Worcester and Walsall, offering excellent 
service to our business and domestic clients. 



www.furnitureclinic.co.uk 


Unit 23, Bloomfield Park, 
Bloomfield Road,Tipton DY4 9AH 

Tel: 0121 274 0335 07436 816975 



Collyer & McBride 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 



We are an Independent family owned and run 
business who has proudly been serving families 
and the local community for over 100 years. 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 
Branches at: 

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr 

Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121 356 4489 
24 Hour Service 
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PUZZLES 


29 


BRAIN GYM 


No.414 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

D 

2 

E 

K 

N 

5 

H 

X 

7 

C 

8 

Q 

u 

10 

T 

11 

w 

12 

Z 

13 

R 

14 

A 

15 

M 

16 

V 

17 

1 

18 

L 

19 

F 

20 

G 

21 

s 

22 

0 

23 

P 

24 

Y 

25 

J 

26 

B 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Great help, 
perhaps, in rapid 
communication (9) 

8. Eggs swallowed by 
Croesus (3) 

9. New baby for a 
publisher? (6,5) 

11. Army unit is also 
included in the plan 
(7) 

12. Knowing there’s 
a conflict with the 
East (5) 

13. Journey to the 
game (6) 

15. A time in which 
love and pride are 
mingled (6) 

17. We hear forty of the 
Romans do better 
(5) 

18. A noted soporific 
(7) 

20. It swims with the 
current! (8,3) 

22. Listener among the 
corn (3) 

23. Segregate 
something that may 
be present (6,3) 


Down 

2. Are in the 
ascendant for a 
while (3) 

3. Enjoyment shown in 
getting us together 
(5) 

4. Foreigners from an 
isle (6) 

5. As he got found 
out he was taken 
prisoner (7) 

6. Take evasive action, 
in a manner of 
speaking (11) 

7. This time tomorrow! 

0 ) 

10. Merchants who 
have gone to pot? 
(11) 

11. Mad, being had (9) 

14. Take a job over to 

break the monotony 
(7) 

16. Pastel composition 
used in the dining 
room (6) 

19. French flower I have 
knowledge about (5) 

21. Work discovered 
in the study of 
ergonomics (3) 



Sudoku 


Thinking space 
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5 


3 


1 

8 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 


Unlike (9) 

2. Freeze (3) 

Possess (3) 

3. Bird of prey (5) 

Name (11) 

4. Pass (6) 

Clumsy persons (7) 

5. Chirp (7) 

Of them (5) 

6. Satisfaction (11) 

Singe (6) 

7. Cross (9) 

Contort (6) 

10. Smothering (11) 

Get to know (5) 

11. Divulged (9) 

Simplest (7) 

14. Sneering (7) 

Wrongly (11) 

16. Extreme fear (6) 

Self (3) 

19. Gloss (5) 

Eye-glasses (9) 

21. Permit (3) 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Ironed; 8 Evolve; 10 
Secular; 11 Nodes; 12 More; 13 Thing; 17 Guise; 
18 Wood; 22 Okapi; 23 Repulse; 24 Nectar; 25 
Played. Down: 1 Winsome; 2 Concert; 3 Cello; 

4 Evening; 5 Slide; 6 Cease; 9 Orchestra; 14 
Musical; 15 Volleys; 16 Addenda; 19 Joint; 20 
March; 21 Apple. 

QUICK - Across: 7 Rooted; 8 Manage; 10 Dic¬ 
tion; 11 Craft; 12 Care; 13 Miser; 17 Delay; 18 
Hose; 22 Trade; 23 Hateful; 24 Credit; 25 Crisis. 
Down: 1 Predict; 2 Concern; 3 Tepid; 4 Satchel; 5 
Pagan; 6 Jetty; 9 Antipathy; 14 Demerit; 15 Con¬ 
fess; 16 Recluse; 19 Stick; 20 Waver; 21 Story. 


Niner 


With which country did Israel sign a peace 
treaty to end 46 years of conflict? 

Whose poem The Waste Land was first 
published in 1922? 

Which US state has the nickname the 
Hawkeye State? 

What does the “c” in E=mc squared 
represent? 

What name has been given to the former 
Labour Party HQ? 


6. Which group of military leaders takes its 
name from the Spanish for ‘council’? 

7. Which member of the Monty Python team 
appeared in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein in 
1994? 

8. What is the more common term for harijan, 
a member of India’s lowest caste? 

9. What is another name for the mountain 


Last week’s solutions: 


Quiz: 1 Ben Travers; 2 Doppler effect; 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


3 Taunton; 4 Interlaken; 5 Harold II; 6 Louvre; 


7 Logarithms; 8 Grapefruit, tangerine and 


6249 gives a fabric, 

67898 gives a second fabric, 
153678 gives a third fabric. 


ash? 

orange; 9 Lactose; 10 Mikhail Sholokhov. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10. Which area of open downland contains 











Stonehenae? 

Niner: BARITONES 
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Looking for the perfect place to take your special loved ones? 


^V tt0 


Flavourz promises to deliver a stunning, 
mouth-watering & men^grabl^yajentines! 
^ * SO £OOAC FAST!** H 

N Valentines Lunch £6.99! 

>*** Special Valentines Menu £15.99! 
rzi n Only at. 


Vv% . 


Mariki USdlsil} ^ 

" 18SjCauseway Gredft Road, Oldbury, B68 | 

Call us on 01215520041 or BOOK ohline at \vww. flavourz* cya uk 




Buy and sell with 
ClassifiedAds 



ClassffiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



Brought to you by Express & Star 
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eating out 



Roast beef, with Yorkshire pudding, potatoes plus vegetables 


One of the dining rooms at the restaurant/pub 


The French Hen, Bromsgrove Road, Clent, near Stourbridge 





The pate was served as a slab with half a toasted baguette 


Family matters at The French Hen 


WHAT can be better than Sunday 
lunch with the family - especially 
when it’s all served up in a cosy, 
traditional pub? 

The French Hen in Clent had been on our 
‘to do list’ for a while now. The pub has a 
comfortable bar area, two spacious restau¬ 
rants and a function room. 

Being a Sunday afternoon, the majority 
of tables were filled with families and their 
young children, so we fitted right in. We’d 
never been to the pub/restaurant before but 
straight away we were hit with the fami¬ 
ly-friendly feel of the whole place and, after 
being seated, we were served very promptly 
by two of the small army of young wait¬ 
resses. 

The French Hen has a specific menu for 
SundaysThe Sunday selection, served from 
noon until 5pm, was packed with a great 
selection. 

The menu is also incredibly well-priced 
with two courses costing £12.95 and three 
courses £14.95. 

We opted to split two starters between my 
wife Kelly, daughter Annabelle, and myself. 

Pate maison was one we went for, which 


By James Driver-Fisher 


was a chicken liver pate enriched with port, 
brandy and hard herbs, served with fresh 
bread, petit leaves and house chutney. The 
other was garlic mushrooms with the but¬ 
ton mushrooms sauteed with onions in a 
creamy white wine and garlic sauce, served 
with fresh bread. They were ample to say 
the least. 

The pate was served as a thick slab, with 
half a toasted baguette. It was really very 
tasty, rather like the expensive varieties 
you can buy from the supermarket. 

Flavour 

There was just a hint of the port and 
brandy coming through, which gave it a rich 
flavour and, washed down with a few sips of 
the Rioja we had ordered, was a lovely way 
to start the meal. The mushroom dish was 
very well cooked and presented, with not 
too much garlic and butter. 

Having finished the starters it was not 
long before we were presented with the 
mains, which was great timing for us hav¬ 
ing a young child. 


A traditional Sunday dinner was all I had 
my eyes on so the only decision to make was 
to either go for the roast topside of beef, 
served with a Yorkshire pudding, tender 
leg of lamb, studded with garlic and rose¬ 
mary, pork with crispy crackling, served 
with homemade stuffing, or roasted turkey 
crown or half a roasted chicken. 

After deciding my daughter would prob¬ 
ably enjoy the child’s version of the roast 
beef - and knowing she probably wouldn’t 
finish it all - I went for the lamb. 

All the dinners came with roasted and 
new potatoes, and a seasonal vegetable 
medley, which were served in separate 
dishes. 

It was a nice little touch and meant you 
could add your own rather than being pre¬ 
sented with a huge dinner, which can some¬ 
times be off-putting. 

The lamb was very tender and the gravy 
it came served in was thick. All the vege¬ 
tables had a slight crunch, while the roast 
potatoes were lovely and crispy. 

Eaten with lashings of mint sauce, it was 
one of the better Sunday roasts I’d had in a 
while and I can also vouch for the beef being 
delicious too, after sneaking a mouthful off 


my daughter’s plate. For my own liking, it 
could possibly have been pinker in the mid¬ 
dle. 

Kelly fancied trying something a bit dif¬ 
ferent from the roast - and luckily there 
was a menu offering just that. Tradition 
still eventually won the day when she 
chose ham, egg and chips. The hand-carved 
cooked ham came with peas and it was very 
nice. Kelly was surprised with the portion 
size - especially for the price - which was 
‘huge’ and meant she struggled to finish 
it all.The large portions meant we simply 
shared an ice cream - well, we watched An¬ 
nabelle finish off a children’s strawberry ice 
cream - before getting the bill. 

There is also an extensive Sunday ba¬ 
guette menu, which is served noon to 5pm 
in the bar and garden areas, for those who 
fancy a lighter bite. 

Considering we ordered two starters, two 
mains, a children’s meal, dessert and drink, 
and a bottle of red - the pint was paid for 
separately - the fact the bill came to a little 
over £50 shows how reasonably priced the 
food and drinks were. 

Highly recommended, especially for fam¬ 
ilies. 






in association with 


LONDON 
LATE DEAL 


Departing Saturday 25 February 2017 


Quote Code: UKL739 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Lots of free time in London 


2 days, by coach 


only 


.95pp 


Optional excursion to Hampton Court Palace & 
Richmond (£19 extra) 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 


f ■ ® 

OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols 


Price Includes... 

✓ 4 nights stay at the 4 star Tower Guoman hotel 
with full English breakfast 

✓ Included excursion to Windsor 

✓ Lots of free time in London 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Single room supplements £60pp. Subject to availability. 


5 days, by coach 


Only £399 


■95pp 


This is a terrific weekend deal which plants you 
right in the heart of London, close to Buckingham 
Palace and Westminster, with a luxury stay at the 
newly-refurbished 4 star Grosvenor Hotel, plus 
English breakfast, return coach travel and free 
time in the capital. 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at the 4 star Guoman 
Grosvenor Hotel, London with full 
English breakfast 

✓ Free time in central London 


from 


2 days, by coach 

£ 129 5 » 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich & Wolverhampton* 


Hand picked holidays with you ir 


‘Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


Your Chronicle 


Quote Code: RGX987 


4* LONDON 


Weekend Break at the 
Grosvenor Hotel 

Selected Saturday departures, 
March - September 2017 


■EHfT 


LONDON 

SUMMER 

DAYS 

Departing Monday 
21 August 2017 

What would you expect to pay for 
4 nights at a 4 star riverside hotel in 
central London in high season, with 
return coach travel? It's less than you 
think with Omega. And we even include 
an excursion to Windsor! 
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BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Lovely modern 
and spacious three 
storey town house 

A lovely modern three storey town house, 100 
Horseley Heath, Tipton, has spacious family 
accommodation. 

It is for sale through Paul Dubberley at £179,950. 

With gas central heating and double glazing and 
beautifully presented throughout, its accommodation 
briefly comprises a reception hall, a lounge/dining room, 
a fitted breakfast kitchen, utility room, four bedrooms, 
master with fitted wardrobes and an en-suite and 
bedroom two with a Jack n’ Jill en-suite and bedroom 
four/guest room, (bedrooms two and three also with 
wardrobes), a bathroom, garage, additional parking and 
a garden. 

In more detail, the design of the property includes a 
Juliette balcony off the lounge to the frontage. 

The through entrance hallway has a turned spindle 
staircase off towards the first floor. 

The lounge overlooks the frontage of the property 
through French windows and a further window. The 
room has a dedicated dining area and is carpeted. 

The breakfast kitchen is well fitted with modern cream 
coloured units and contrasting wood-effect working 
surfaces and wood-effect flooring. This room also 
features splash-back tiling and a breakfast bar. It also 
has space for a table and chairs. 

The bedrooms are spacious and one has French 
doors opening out to the rear garden. All the bathrooms 
and en-suites feature white sanitary fittings. The fenced 
rear garden is laid to a level lawn with a pathway leading 
to the garage. 

Established in 1992, Paul Dubberley is a leading 
estate agent providing a comprehensive service to 
its customers including residential sales, residential 
lettings, property management, auctions, land and new 
homes, conveyancing and mortgage advice. 

With over 23 years of experience they have developed 
an extensive knowledge of the local property market 
enabling them to offer a wide-ranging service that is 
both friendly and professional as befits their reputation. 

KEY FEATURES 


Modern 

3 storey 
Spacious 

4 bedrooms 
Master en-suite 


TIPTON £179,950 



LOVE YOUR' 
POSTCODE 

Focus on achieving more™ 



Local homeowners' are in for a treat this winter. 

Our trademarked product is completely free for the seller. 

Focus on achieving more - 0% commission 


Speak to our experts on 0121 544 9595 


Terms and conditions apply. 
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PROPERTY 



With features including a spacious 14ft lounge and an 
attractive refitted dining kitchen, it is for sale through 
Humberstones Homes at £135,000 with no chain. 

With double glazing and majority gas radiator 
heating, its briefly comprises an entrance vestibule, a 
lounge and a attractive dining kitchen to the ground 
floor. Off the first floor are three bedrooms and a 
bathroom. Outside is a drive providing off road parking 
and pleasant rear garden. 

Contact Humberstones Homes on 0121 434 4345 or 
visit www.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 




Beautifully- 
presented three 
bedroomed 
terrace house 


HALESOWEN 

£139,950 <« 


Presented to a superb 
standard, thisthree- 
bedroomed terrace house in 
Wesley Avenue, Halesowen, 
lies in a cul-de-sac position 
and comes with large rear 
gardens with a stream. 

A spacious and modern 
property in a wonderful 
location, it is for sale through 
Love Your Postcode at offers 
over £139,950. 

It has a large driveway, 
entrance hallway, a large living 
room with a bright bay window 
and modern fireplace, a 
spacious kitchen/diner as well 
as access to the utility room. 
The kitchen/diner is sure to be 
the most loved in this home 
with sliding doors leading to 
the rear garden with raised 
decking and own stream at 
the bottom. To the first floor 
three bedrooms and a family 
bathroom with a fitted shower 
cubical. 

Contact Love Your Postcode 
on 0800 862 0870 or visit 
www.loveyourpostcode.com 


BIGWOOD 

AUCTION 

0121 233 5046 

sdlbigwood.co.uk 

/'7/L//C7//L/o Z_trC7L/// /y /-\L/C UUf /trcv o 

23RD FEBRUARY 2017 

^ a SDLBigwood 

Over 120 Lots 

To include properties on behalf of: 

at Aston Villa Football Ground 



^UmitOhDii Gto C&tndl 

*** 

* Kiis-i I'. .i>; L- 


Plus properties on behalf of 
Receivers/Administrators 

Vacant Residential Properties 

Residential Investment Properties 

Vacant Commercial Properties 

Commercial Investment Properties 

Land/Development Opportunities 

Garages & Freehold Ground Rents 


ENTRIES NOW INVITED FOR OUR NEXT AUCTION 





71 Park Lane, Wednesbury 138 Hawkesyard Road, Erdington 10 Waltham Grove, Kingstanding 

3 Bedroom Semi Detached House 3 Bedroom Semi Detached House 3 Bedroom Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £65,000 plus Guide: £25,000 plus Guide: £50,000 - £55,000 



64 Bloomfield St. North, Halesowen 144 Quinton Road West, Quinton 35 Grange Rd, West Bromwich 

2 Bedroom Detached House 3 Bed Extended Semi Detached House 3 Bedroom Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £85,000 plus Guide: £75,000 plus Guide: £75,000 plus 


E 


► 


► 


i 




Please note charges may apply in addition to the purchase price on some lots 
For a definition of Guide Price & Reserve price please refer to our catalogue or website 
For the Energy Performance Rating of each property please refer to the legal pack, 

catalogue or website 
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oulsnam 


www.oulsnam.net 




Branch Manager 
Jenna Hill 


Senior Sates Negotiator 
Becky Sm«h 


By ^ 1^. | C S pwAmlwiim 


Valuer ('Sales Negotiator 
Ben Palfrey 

situ 






u 

Viewing Negotiator 
Kirsty Watkns 


Hagley Road 0121 429 9986 


Safe* Negotiator 
Jodie Austei 


Sales Negotiator 
Kelly Theodosi 
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Forthcoming CottOHS 
Auction 


CHART! MD IURVKYORI 



Tuesday 28th February 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 




gqMIS 





Considering Selling 
. by Auction? 

Call for your 

" . No Obligation 

Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 


Auctioneers 
of Residential and 
Commercial Property, 
Land and Development 

Opportunities * 




Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


PROPERTY 



Large three-bedroomed semi is simply stunning 


Beautifully presented, warm and 
welcoming, this three-bedroomed 
semi-detached home in Warley 
Croft, Oldbury, is for sale through 
Robert Oulsnam at £289,950. 

Features include two reception 
rooms, a modern style kitchen, 
double glazed conservatory and 
off road parking. The property is 
situated within Oldbury, just on the 
border with Bearwood. The location 
offers access to local delights such 


OLDBURY 

£ 289,950 


as Warley Woods, Lightwoods Park 
and the amenities that Bearwood 
High Street has to offer. 

The location is excellent for 
commuters, being within ease of 
access of both junctions 2 and 3 of 
the M5. 


It has a welcoming entrance 
hallway, two reception rooms 
- both with feature fireplaces, a 
delightful kitchen with an oven, 
hob and dishwasher, utility room, 
three bedrooms, a modern first 
floor family bathroom with a 
separate shower cubicle, beautifully 
maintained mature rear garden and 
off road parking. 

Call 0121 429 9986 for more 
information. 


humberstones 


Bearwood: 0121 434 4345 Quinton: 0121 422 1188 


homes Sales and Lettings 


www.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 


A FRIENDLY HANDS-ON APPROACH DEDICATED TO SELLING YOUR HOME 



WELL PRESENTED 2 bed mid terrace in POPULAR BEARWOOD location, with staircase from the 
landing to USEFUL loft room, lounge and SEPARATE dining room, ENLARGED and RE-FITTED 
kitchen, ATTRACTIVE bathroom, PLEASANT garden. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC the. 



NEW 


DELIGHTFUL, 3 bedroomed semi detached CONVENIENTLY situated, with LARGE, pleasant rear 
garden, SUPER RE-FITTED dining kitchen SPACIOUS 14ft lounge, 3 bedrooms, bathroom. MUST 
BE VIEWED. EPC the. 



WELL PRESENTED home within easy reach of local shops & bus routes into BIRMINGHAM. 24ft 
lounge diner & REFITTED kitchen to rear. 3 bedrooms & REFITTED bathroom with white suite on 
1st floor. Gardens to front & rear - potential for driveway to front. Majority UPVC double glazing 
& gas central heating. EPC rating: D 


£ 174,950 


BEARWOOD 


£ 159,950 


£ 145,000 



NO CHAIN, EXTENDED & MODERNISED throughout to a HIGH STANDARD - 5 DOUBLE bed home 
- 4 REFITTED bath/shower rooms. 15ft REFITTED breakfast kitchen LARGE garden to rear. GCH, 
UPVC DG EPC:E 



Modern WELL PRESENTED terraced home in CUL-DE-SAC with OFF ROAD PARKING to rear with 
driveway. Having 22ft lounge diner & 12ft kitchen with utility room to rear. 2 DOUBLE bedrooms 
& bathroom with WHITE SUITE. GCH & UPVC DG fitted. EPC rating: D 



UNFURNISHED - AVAILABLE NOW - Well presented & spacious home with DRIVEWAY. 15ft lounge 
& 16ft kitchen diner. D/S WC. 3 bedrooms & bathroom with white suite. Gardens to rear. UPVC 
DG & GCH. NO DSS, NO PETS, NO SMOKERS. EPC Rating: C - Subject to non refundable admin 
fees of £125 per tenant. 


BEARWOOD 


BEARWOOD 


FIND OUR PROPERTIES 


(•)nThe/V\arket 


A LICENCED MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ESTATE AGENTS 


NAEA 















































connells.co.uk 

Connells 

WEDNESBURY 


Lodge Road Charlotte Road Scott Street Leabrook Road 

Wednesbury £ 128,000 Wednesbury £ 110,000 Wednesbury £ 260,000 Wednesbury £ 180,000 



well presented two bedroom semi-detached property situated on a generous 
plot, briefly comprising of: double glazing, central heating where specified, 
through lounge, fitted kitchen, downstairs WC, first floor bathroom, enclosed 
reaj^jarcjej^ncHoenefit^rorT^^WPWAR^CHAI^^P^gtinc^^^^^^ 



A three bedroom extended property being an ideal first time purchase. 
Property has two reception rooms, kitchen, upstairs bathroom, front 
and rear garden, off road parking, double glazing and central heating as 



A four bedroom modern detached property benefiting from spacious living 
accommodation throughout, the property briefly comprises: lounge, dining room, 
fitted kitchen, utility, downstairs WC, first floor bath room, en-suite to master 
bedroom^nclosechgai^|arden^fUoacgDaH<inc^nck|arac|^^P^atinc^^^ 



Connells Estate Agents in Wednesbury are pleased to release a range of 
four BRAND NEW two bedroom detached bungalows. Accommodation 
comprises lounge, kitchen, bathroom, two bedrooms, off road parking, 
doubl^jlazinc^nc^entranTeatinc^eservation^r^oeinc^akemTOW^ 


Tame Crossing 
Wednesbury 


£110,000 


Sparrow Close 
Wednesbury 


£ 230,000 


Brunswick Park Tame Road 

Road, Wednesbury £ 220,000 Wednesbury 


£ 130,000 



A modern two bedroom first floor apartment. This apartment must 
be viewed to appreciate the outlook. Comprising of: lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom, two bedrooms and allocated parking space. NO UPWARD 


An immaculate three bedroom detached family home close to local amenities 
and well regarded schools. Briefly comprising of: double glazing & central heating 
where specified, lounge, dining room, conservatory, kitchen, utility, first floor 
bathroom^nclosecheai^jjarden^inv^/a^^PVVAR^HAI^^P^atinc£ 


An immaculate four bedroom detached family home. Briefly comprising 
of: double glazing & central heating where specified, entrance hall, 
lounge, kitchen diner, utility, first floor bathroom, four bedrooms, master 


A range of five, two bedroom properties comprising spacious accommodation 
throughout overlooking the River Tame. Comprising Kitchen diner, d-stairs 
WC, family bathroom, two double bedrooms, off road parking and rear 


0121 556 2338 wednesbury@connells.co.uk 

22 Springhead, Wednesbury, West Midlands WS10 9AD 


The Property 
Ombudsman 

LETTINGS 
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connells.co.uk 

Connells 

WEST BROMWICH 


Australia Park, Tun¬ 
nel Road £ 165,000 


Monkgate Drive 

West Bromwich £ 134,950 



A three bedroom end terrace property comprising of entrance hallway, 
cloakroom, lounge, kitchen/diner, en suite to master bedroom, upstairs 
family bathroom, garage to side, off road parking, enclosed rear garden, 
doubl^jjlazinc^nc^entraNTeatinc^wher^|3ecified^EP^^atinc^^^^ 


Park Crescent 

West Bromwich £ 260,000 



Australia Park is a selection of brand new two and three bedroom 
bungalows in the Hill Top area of Wets Bromwich. Each plot offer a 
modern fully itegrated kitchen/diner, lounge, family bathroom, and off road 
|Dari<inc^eserv^^oloUio\^ncMTav^oui^tam|^lut^Daic^P^^xem|3t 



An absolutely stunning and immaculately presented three bedroom 
semi detached bungalow locked away in its own little corner of Park 
Crescent. This property must be viewed for its modern interior design to 


Bassett Crescent 

West Bromwich £ 485,000 



Charlemont Avenue 

West Bromwich £ 275,000 



A five bedroom semi detached family home briefly comprising of two 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen, study, conservatory, two bathrooms, a 
side veranda, central heating and off road parking. EPC Rating D. 


Ireland Green Road 

West Bromwich £ 195,000 



Perfect for a growing family this deceptive 3 double bedroom detached 
home offers heaps of space and light in each of it’s rooms, The property 
is within easy reach of the town centre and metro station and comes 

witi^T^jgwarc^haij^^P^^atinc^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Cumberland Road 

West Bromwich £ 120,000 



A three bedroom semi detached property offering two reception rooms, 
fitted kitchen, guest wc, family bathroom, central heating, double glazing 
(where specified) off road parking, front and rear gardens. EPC Rating D. 


Hampshire Road 

West Bromwich £ 179,950 



A remarkable three bedroom detached property comprising of a 
spacious lounge, kitchen/ diner, guest WC, three double bedrooms, 
family bathroom and off road parking. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating 
TBC 
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pauldubberleyco.uk 


Paul 

Dubberley great bridge 



Modern Purpose Built Luxury First Floor Apartment offering the benefit 
of upvc double glazing, electric heating and security entrance doors. 2 
Bedrooms • En Suite. 


Haden Road, TIPTON, DY4 

£225,000 



Superb Detached Dormer Bungalow On A Most Sought After Location. 
Ideal Family Home which must be viewed having the benefit of Upvc 
Double Glazing, gas central Heating. 3 Bedrooms 


Moncrieffe Close, Dudley, DY2 

£47,950 



PUBLIC NOTICE Property Address: 39 Moncrieffe Close, Dudley, West 
Midlands. We advise that an offer has been made for the above property 
in the sum of £42,500 Any persons wishing to increase on this offer should 


Brookfield Way, Tipton, DY4 

£154,950 



Modern 4 Bed DETACHED Having the benefit of upvc Double Glazing, 
Gas Central Heating and briefly comprising, Vestibule with Utility off, 
Reception hall, Lounge, Dining Room, CONSERVATORY, Fitted Kitchen, 



Oval Road, Tipton, DY4 

£93,950 


Semi Detached 3 Bedroom Family Home Offering Good Size 
Accommodation. In need of attention / Repair with tremendous scope for 
improvement, whilst briefly comprising, Reception Hall, Lounge, Kitchen 



A 3 bed Spacious Family Semi Detached having the benefit of upvc double 
glazing, gas central heating and No upward chain. Great location with 
viewing recommended whilst briefly comprising, Reception hall, Lounge, 


Gospel Oak Road, Tipton, DY4 

£109,950 



A 3 Bedroom Excellent Size Middle Terrace family Home Offering spacious 
accommodation. Having the benefit of gas central heating, upvc Double 
Glazing and no upward chain. Situated in a good location. 


Charlotte Close, Tividale, Oldbury, B69 

£119,950 



Modern Middle Terrace Offering Immaculate Internal Accommodation for 
which viewing is highly recommended. Having the benefit of gas central 
heating, upvc double glazing and sought after location. 2 Bedrooms. 


Newhall Street, Tipton, DY4 


£117,500 




Superbly Presented Semi Detached 3 Bedroom Family Home having 
the benefit of upvc double glazing and gas central heating. Immaculate 
spacious accommodation for which viewing is highly recommended. 3 



A 3 Bedroom End Terrace situated on an excellent corner plot offering 
scope for extensions (STP). Having the benefit of upvc double glazing, 
blow air central heating and making a good family home, whilst briefly 


Barlow Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£85,000 



p> b>SUMMARY /b>Spacious 3 bed semi-detached house offering 
NO CHAIN! The property benefits from off road parking, through lounge/ 
diner, kitchen, bathroom, WC and front and rear gardens. VIEWING 


Charlotte Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 110,000 



p> b>SUMMARY /b>End-terraced 3 BEDROOM home with a REAR 
EXTENSION, property has OFF ROAD PARKING to the front, is close 
to all local amenities and GREAT TRANSPORT LINKS. Offering NO 


Cobham Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 120,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>A WELL PRESENTED END TERRACE PROPERTY 
BENEFITING FROM OFF ROAD PARKING & A CONSERVATORY. 
Accommodation further features three bedrooms, lounge, modern style 



p> b>SUMMARY /b>An attractive contemporary style 3 BEDROOM 
property, offering ENSUITE to master, MODERN KITCHEN, OFF 
ROAD PARKING, NO CHAIN, with great access to main TRANSPORT 


□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>TRADITIONAL END TERRACED property with 
3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS. The property is located close to Wednesbury 
town, has great transport links being close to the MOTORWAY, BUS 


□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>CHAIN FREE WITH AN OPEN REAR ASPECT - A 
semi detached property featuring three bedrooms, first floor bathroom, 
lounge, dining room & kitchen. Externally, there is off road parking, a 


Birmingham Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£180,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>VIEWING HIGHLY ADVISED TO FULLY 
APPRECIATE THIS WONDERFULLY MAINTAINED TRADITIONAL STYLE 
DETACHED FAMILY HOME OFFERED TO THE MARKET WITH NO 



Foster Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£204,995 


□p>Qb>SUMMARYn/b>EXTENDED DETACHED RESIDENCE - 
HUGELY VERSATILE - CURRENTLY BEING USED AS FIVE BEDROOM 
ACCOMMODATION.Cb>DESCRIPTIONn/b>EXTENDED DETACHED 


Woden Road East, Wednesbury, WS10 

£90,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>OFFERED TO THE MARKET WITH NO UPWARD 
CHAIN AND IN NEED OF MODERNISATION THROUGHOUT IS THIS 
SEMI DETACHED HOME SITUATED WITHIN A POPULAR RESIDENTIAL 



Longcroft Avenue, Wednesbury, WS10 

£170,000 


□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>NO UPWARD CHAIN! A MODERN STYLE 
DETACHED PROPERTY OFFERING ACCOMMODATION PRESENTED 
TO A HIGH STANDARDnb>DESCRIPTIOND/b>NO UPWARD CHAIN! A 






























Paul 

Dubberley 


pauldubberleyco.uk 


GREAT BRIDGE 
WEST BROMWICH 


Charlotte Close, Tividale, Oldbury, B69 

£119,950 



p> b>SUMMARY /b>Modern Middle Terrace Offering Immaculate 
Internal Accommodation for which viewing is highly recommended. 

Having the benefit of gas central heating, upvc double glazing and sought 


Doughty Close, Tipton, DY4 

£66,950 



□p>nb>SUMMARYn/b>FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY To Purchase A 
LUXURY MODERN APARTMENT With Tenant Paying £425 pern, potential 
yield 7.3%. Located on a SOUGHT AFTER DEVELOPMENT whilst having 


Cupfields Crescent, Tipton, DY4 

£79,950 



p> b>SUMMARY /b>Middle Terrace having the benefit of gas central 
heating, upvc double glazing and offering NO UPWARD CHAIN. Ideal First 
Time Purchase whilst briefly comprising, PORCH, Reception hall, Lounge, 


Monins Avenue, Tipton, DY4 

£65,000 



p> b>SUMMARY /b>Modern FIRST FLOOR Apartment Offering 
LARGER THAN AVERAGE Accommodation. Situated In A GOOD 
LOCATION and making an ideal first time purchase or buy to let 


Lindley Avenue, Tipton, DY4 

£ 120,000 



p> b>SUMMARY /b>lmpressive Extended Traditional Semi Detached 
located in a sought after area providing good family accommodation. 
Offering upvc double glazing, gas central heating, no upward chain and 


Bartlett Close, Tipton, DY4 

£114,850 



□p>nb>SUMMARYn/b>EXTENDED Semi Detached - Upvc Double Glazing 
- Gas Central Heating - Quiet CUL DE SAC Location - NO UPWARD 
CHAIN - Viewing Recommended - Reception Hall, Lounge / Dining Room, 


Ash Road, Tipton, DY4 

£119,950 



p> b>SUMMARY /b>Semi Detached Family Home Occupying an 
excellent corner position.□b>DESCRIPTIONn/b>Semi Detached Family 
Home Occupying an excellent corner position.1. MONEY LAUNDERING 


Park Street, Tipton, DY4 

£119,950 



p> b>SUMMARY /b>Spacious Middle Terrace Offering the benefit 
of upvc double glazing and gas central heating. EXCELLENT 
SIZE family accommodation and situated in a SOUGHT AFTER 


Wrens Hill Road, Dudley, DY1 

£105,950 



p> b>SUMMARY /b>Semi Detached Home Occupying a 
CORNER PLOT, whilst being ideal for a first time buyer or buy to 
let.nb>DESCRIPTIONn/b>Semi Detached Home Occupying a corner plot, 


Old Port Close, Tipton, DY4 

£65,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>Modern PURPOSE BUILT GROUND FLOOR 
APARTMENT having the benefit of upvc double glazing, electric heating 
and having LOVELY CANAL VIEWS. Well presented accomodation, ideal 


Charlemont Crescent, West Bromwich, 

B71 £210,000 



A three bedroom traditional style semi-detached house briefly comprising 
of an enatrance hallway, two reception rooms, extended kitchen, upstairs 
family bathroom, gas central heating (where specified) 



Great Bridge Street, West Bromwich, 
B70 


£175,000 


A three bedroom semi-detached house, offering an entrance hall, four 
reception rooms, kitchen, conservatory, downstairs wet room and an 
upstairs family bathroom. 


Hampshire Road, West Bromwich, B71 

£145,000 



A three bedroom semi detached property comprising an entrance hallway, 
two reception rooms, a ground floor bedroom with en-suite bathroom. A 
kitchen, enclosed side access, upstairs wet room, central heating 




Ash Drive, West Bromwich, B71 

£130,000 



Monkgate Drive, West Bromwich, B71 

£125,000 


A three bedroom semi-detached property briefly comprising of an entrance 
hallway, two reception rooms, kitchen, conservatory, upstairs family 
bathroom, central heating (where specified) 


A three bedroom traditional style semi detached house briefly comprising 
of a porch, lounge, kitchen, conservatory, upstairs family bathroom, gas 
central heating (where specified) 


A three bedroom modern style semi-detached property briefly comprising 
of an entrance hallway, downstairs WC, lounge, kitchen/diner, upstairs 
family bathroom, central heating (where specified) 


Harvills Hawthorn, West Bromwich, 

B70 £115,000 



A three bedroom mid terraced house briefly comprising of a shared 
porch, entrance hallway, two reception rooms, kitchen and a downstairs 
bathroom, UPVC double glazing, gardens to front and rear and a rear 


Griffiths Road, West Bromwich, B71 

£115,000 



A two bedroom semi detached house briefly comprising of an entrance 
hallway, through lounge, kitchen, utility/sun room, upstairs bathroom, gas 
central heating (where specified) 


Crankhall Lane 


£95,000 



A well presented two bedroom first floor apartment comprising; open plan 
lounge and kitchen, family bathroom, an en-suite shower room, electric 
radiators,double glazing, and an allocated parking space 


Old Meeting Street, West Bromwich, 

B70 £85,000 



0121 525 2111 westbrom@pauldubberley.co.uk 
290- 292 High Street, West Bromwich B70 8EN 


0121 522 3733 tipton@pauldubberley.co.uk 
73 Great Bridge, Tipton, West Midlands DY4 7HF 



The Property 
Ombudsman 

SALES 
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J I|. 


King Street,Wednesbury 


Offers in the region of 


Church Hill,Wednesbury 


Wednesbury 
0121 5067670 

16 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, WS10 7HQ 


Offers in the Region Of £155,000 





DO YOU 



DISCOUNTS? 


INSTRUCT AWARD WINNING AGENT G000CHIIDS TO 
SELL YOUR PROPERTY BEFORE VALENTINES DAY AND 

GET A £250 DISCOUNT* OFF OUR SALES FEE 

CALL YOUR LOCAL OFFICE AND QUOTE TO RECEIVE THE OFFER 



Coles Lane,West Bromwich 


• ••Goodchilds#* 


• Two Bedroom 


• Semi Detached 


• Living room 


• Downstairs Shower Room 


• Extended kitchen/diner 


^Offers In The Region 

J 



Houliston Close,Wednesbury 

• Immaculately presented 

• Cul de sac location 

• Brilliant access to M6 

• Close to local amenities 

• Two bedrooms 

• Enclosed rear garden 

^Offers In The Region _ 




Blenheim Drive,Wednesbury 

• ••Goodchilds** 

• Upper Floor Flat 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Lounge/Kitchen 

• Double Glazed 

• Allocated Parking 



Offers in the region of £85,000 





St. Lukes Road,Wednesbury 

Modern Apartment 
One Double Bedroom 
Re-Styled Kitchen 
Re-Styled Shower Room 
Lounge/Diner 
Double Glazing 
Gas Central Heating 
Communal Parking 


Offers In The Region Of £69,950 



Churchfield Avenue,Tipton 

• ••Goodchilds** 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Living Room 

• Bathroom 

• Kitchen 

• Gas Central Heating 


^Offers in the Excess 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


» Erdington 
> Lichfield 
• Milton Keynes 
» Stafford 


» Stoke-on-Trent 
» Sutton Coldfield 
* Tamworth 
» Telford 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 
> Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 


D 


Call 0121 5067670 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 




















































































































CHOOSE GOODCHILDS TO LET YOUR PROPERTY 
AND RECEIVE 3 MONTHS MANAGEMENT FREE 


t; i>i>dchi(ds 




/ NO LET, NO FEE 
/ 15 BRANCH NETWORK'' 

✓ 6 MONTHS RENT GUARANTEE 
FREE OF CHARGE 

✓ AWARD WINNERS 



CONTACT GOODCHILDS TODAY FOR YOUR FREE VALUATION 


, Till SI Ml U TIM I S 

i THimTIMIS 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham • Erdington • Stoke-on-Trent • Walsall 

• Burntwood • Lichfield • Sutton Coldfield • Wednesbury 

• Brownhills • Milton Keynes • Tamworth • Wednesfield 

• Cannock • Stafford • Telford • Wolverhampton 


E3 


your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 
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We Value Your Home 


SKITTS 

ESTATE AGENTS 






Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 
greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 


dudley@skitts.net 
bloxwich@skitts. net 
bilston@skitts.net 
sedgley@skitts. net 
wednesbury@skitts. net 
wednesfield@skitts. net 
willenhall@skitts. net 
westbromwich@skitts. net 
wolverhampton@skitts. net 
lettings@skitts. net 
survevors@skitts. net 


□ 1384 214 996 

□ 1922 478104 

□ 1902 353578 

□ 1902 686868 

□ 121 505 1818 

□ 1902 732324 

□ 1902 631151 

□ 121 530 4240 

□ 1902 788188 

□ 121 520 2255 

□ 121 520 2255 



BRUNEL DRIVE, TIPTON 


DAVIS AVENUE, TIPTON 


HELLIER AVENUE, TIPTON 




























































































Carpets 


Flooring 


J. J. Digital Aerials Hi 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite \j 

WE GUARANTEE TO SOFAS 

BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE - nn M(UAT 

AERIALS£55-SATELLITE£65 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST HelD move hi 



SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T, r# I Choose at Home Service 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take ✓W Free Quotations and Measuring , 


Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


HUKIERBUU* 


*Fasci; 


i 

For quote 

07752 506(95 1 0121 556 7203 


BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 

Any building work undertaken: 
Bathrooms / kitchens / Plumbing / Extensions 
Plastering / Tiling / Roofing 

Call Jeevan for a FREE quote 
07445807184 


Carpentry 


CW Joinery. 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS' 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


'External doors supplier! and fitted from £2111 
'Fit only, Paint or Stain available 


liable 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922709543 07810122133 



away old carpets 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxony’s 

from 

£6*99 sqyd 


Well bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 



Lola Leather 
Suite 

3 + 2 Recliner in 
Black or Brown 

£699 



Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.99sq yd 




plus... ¥£ 


Click on-line for many great prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 

Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 I SUN 10-3PM 

FREEPHONE _ 

0800 0883747 
01902 880841 


» WEDNESBURY 


• WOLVERHAMPTON 

• SEDGLEY 

• WEST BROMWICH 


• GREAT BARR 

• SMETHWICK 

• GORNAL 

• DUDLEY 


COVERS 


ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

0121 888 7116 



Decorating 


Electricians 


Cc our one 

Interior & exterior pai nting . 

and decorating — » 

• Special rates for OAPs 7 U A 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured f ^0 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


M J DECORATING 

PROPERTY SERVICES 

Interior and Exterior Decorating 
Plastering • Carpentry Work 
y Fully Qualified S Insured Est 19 yrs 

Telephone: 0121 531 7129 
Mobile: 07522 298327 


MDB Electrical 

» Services 

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken 
To BS7671 -17th 
Edition - Domestic, 
Commercial,Industrial & 
Repairs. Free Estimate 
No Obligation 
No Job To Small 
Call: Mat 07572532097 
Office: 0121 556 4600 
mdbelectricalservicesuk 
@gmail.com 

Emergency Callout Service Available 


MBCjelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality Jgg w-.m 
local service call: . 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


Fencing 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 



WE SUPPLY AND 
FIT ALL TYPES OF 
FENCING & SLABBING 
www.$andwellsloneandfeiicing.com : 

40-45 Park Lane, 
LI U-t-t IOOO Oldbury B69 4LP 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

I HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
fo AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 
SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS _ 

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


g 0121-565 4533 


LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC ur Wuuden Drop Duwn 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New ur enlarged Left access 

• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’experience 


AtnoUloAM 


Quality Doors 
& Hardwood 
Flooring 

V.0* 

pt« ces < 

4*r 

me 


nuc/Bnolrferyw 



Dudley Road, Oldbury, Birmingham, West Midlands, B69 3DA 
T: 0121 533 5428 F: 0121 544 7186 E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 


Gardening 



J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 


Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 

Call Jason for a 
No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 

Tel: 01922 615936 
Mob: 07809 431703 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 






TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 


» Trees carefully pruned 
> Specialist in maintenance 
free gardens 

• Trimming • Felling • Turfing • Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing • Block-paving specialists 

• Drives • Patios • Paths Building work 
undertaken • Tarmacing - Red or Black 

Professional quality work at competitive prices 
All work undertaken 


0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 


Garage Doors 




L M S 
GARAGE DOOIp 

All types of doors 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repair^ 

For a free survey ana] 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 
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Locksmiths 


Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 


LockRite 

▼ Local father & 

Daugther Locksmith & 
SECURITY SERVICES 

Y Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks 

Y Emergency lock & door opening 

Y uPVC specialist Y Key Cutting on site 

Y British Standard insurance 
approved locks used-Bs3621 

Y Double Glazing Unit Repairs 
www.lockrite.org 


Security 

icSa 

uiJ 


24 

NO CALI 
OUT 

HOUR 

CHARGE 


dbs rr- d . 

CHECKED " 


r M flr 


CALL NOW 0121 564 0049 


Plastering 


c.a. piasteringi 1 Solutions 


• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing Work 



For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 

H 


J 


Diamond acc/iedited. 




ESTER 


Bo*ch G 



Plumbing 




OUSEHOLD 

l_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs ^est^ 
Supply and fit or fit only ^ 1994y 



Visit our new showroom 

Unit B 15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk www.gasketsolutions.co.uk 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
V,—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Property Maintenance 








DLH Property Maintenance 



• Interior/Exterior Painting Decor 

• Render/Repointing Brickwork 

• GRP Flat Roof Fibre Glass Systems 

• Jet Washing/Driveways/Patios, 
Re-Sanding/Sealing 

• All General Property 
Maintenance Undertaken 



MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 


REGISTERED 



k INSTALL SERVICE & RE 

i all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


Skip Hire 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS! 


MINI/MIDI 
SKIPS 



Gas Safe registered 120506 


Get your boiler serviced 
and ready for winter 


Special Offers 
Now On! 



Insulation, repairs and services on boilers, 
fires and cookers 

Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 


safe 


KEIM 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


WESSMSSBM 


( 0121 ) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


GRINSELL’S SKIP HIRE LTD 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 



Cs^~eet j 


Tel: 0121 555 6060 
Fax: 0121 555 7332 

Email: grinsellskiphire@btconnect.com 
Web: www.grinsellskiphire.co.uk 


irmTi TfrnftTig 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 


Alison Berrill Dip CFHP, MPS Pract 
Foot Health Practitioner 
Mobile: 07467 448263 
Email: alison.berrill@ijahoo.co.iik 


Member or the 
Accredited Register of Foot 
-Health Practioners 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


J 


Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www. holtornamentalironwork. co. uk 


ALL 


,va =f j 






ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

<D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 




Tom Corbett Roofing Services 

Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 

elite'rEastTcs 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


A1 Little Job Man © 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

^ Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes P ‘j 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


Window Specialists 




STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 










































































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DST: 0121 552 1170 


359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 
II B709QGT: 0121 314 8964 


The co-operative funeralcare 

Central England Co-operative 


www.centralengland.coop 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

@ Dignity' 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 






WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 


WANTED 

CARAVAN WANTED 

Cash on pick up asap. 
Caravan wanted. 

Call me any time on 
07717 090817. 



Tipton Toy and 
Collectors Fair 


Thursday 26th January:Tipton Sports 
Academy Social Club Wednesbury 
Oak Road: 7-9 pm 


Rebel records 
Rebelrecords.co.uk 
£ I entry under 12 free 



LADIES SMALL leather Jackets x 2, 
black zipped. £50, Brown buttoned 
£25. As new. 01902 635734. 



ACORN STAIRLIFT 

18 months old, fits any typical 
curved staircase. 
£3,000. 

Removed and refitted by a 
professional stairlift engineer. 

07939 870755. 


ELDERLY AND DISABLED 

Hydroflex recline and tilt mobility 
chair, leg rest and built in pressure 
relief very good condition. Phone 
after 6pm £800 ono 01902 737748 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 



COSTUME JEWELLERY approx 
300-400 items, suit market 
trader/carboot, open to offers. 
01922 692685 evening. 



2 


Leisure 

Time 



We Want Your 


Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


EXPERIENCED AND VERSATILE 

mature lead and rhythm guitarist is 
looking for covers type band. For 
details phone 07527 500398. 



LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24,995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 



ANTIQUE/ 

COLLECTORS 

FAIR 


Kinver Community Centre DY7 6ER 

Sunday 5th February 

(also Bromsgrove every Fri) 

EST 1979, Waverley. 

NEXT BOOK FAIR 
Sunday 19th February 

Stalls available for all. 

Home made refreshments. 

0121 5504123 


markets 

v___ 


BESCOT 

SUNDAY MARKET 

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 



L Home & 
Services 



FURNITURE NOT SOLD why not 

donate it to care for patients at 
Katharine House Hospice. Call us 
now on 01785 760715 


THREE SEATER 

Leather settee, one chair. 

Leather by Design. 

18 months old. Good condition. 
Was £3,500 new. 

Sell £1,250 ono. 

01543 506593. 

Must collect. 


THREE SEATER leather sofa, elec¬ 
tric recliners, excellent condition 
£100. Two brown tub chairs, as new 
£50.0121 532 0304. 


TWO SEATER SETTEE 

With matching chair, static 
settee, full electric recline and 
lift out chair, cream, top quality 
from Motability shop. 

Was £1,800 new. 

Due to bereavement £650. 
07837 333389. Must collect. 



A BIG SALE NOW ON Gas and elec¬ 
tric cookers, fires, autos, fridge 
freezers, tumble dryers, built in 
ovens, hobs and lots more. 01902 
403770 Past and Present 24-26 
Church St, Bilston (opp town hall). 




Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

Freephone 0500 506041 or 
01922 712184 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£1 6 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 



ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 


A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 


01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


HI FI STEREO Systems and seper- 
ates wanted, amps, turntables, CD 
players, speakers etc, any age 
wanted. 01902 335714. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, up to £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925/ 07947 627142. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 

v___ 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
r RESULTS 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 
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alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


■ —— 

appliance repairs 

\___ 

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


\ 

bathrooms 

V___ 



__iWnstallatif!. 

"ILING/PLASTERINi 
FREE QUOTES ( 


07392 379741 or 01543 5296- 



bathroom DESIGN. All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms. 07850 382548. 

JR Bathrooms Over 20 years expe¬ 
rience in bathrooms ana plastering. 
07392 379741 / 01543 529648. 


^ building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


M DAMP 
M PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, ’ 
building & plastering work A 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


^ building supplies 

QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


carpentry & 

V_ joinery _ 


B & S JOINERY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
Free quotes call: 07958 552625. 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 


Y 

carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


v_ 


Y 

cleaning 


sparkle ’Clear ¥ 

Cleaning, Painting & Handyman Services 

A standard of Excellence 
Office or Household cleaning 
Discounted rates for regular customers 

FREE Enquiries & quotes call 


07818 238893 crb checked) 


blinds 


SURE CLEAN SOLUTIONS 

Domestic & Commercial cleaners 
For all general cleaning of: Factories, 
Offices, Houses, Shops, Retail Parks, 
Front of shop cleaning. Also Garden 
maintenance and Graffiti removal. 
01922 334045 

damp proof ^ 

s._ control _ 

JUST DAMP PROOFING All areas 
covered. Rising damp, penetration 
damp. Call Mark on 07903 029768. 


fencing 


:,PORTwny 
F FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

6x5 Heavy Duty Lap Panels 

£12.95 eath 

Fitting service available or DIY. 


0121 531 5250/ 

Mon - Fri 8am - 4.3C 
Sat 8am -12noon _ 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury ^ 


gardening 

services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
bp pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 

. patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
wwwJandywoodlandscapiiig.co.uk 



J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/ 01922 449268. 


gas fitting 


GAS ^ 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/ fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


handyman ' 

i services 


YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


DAVIES INSTALLATIONS Building 
work, plumbing, decking, supply & 
fit kitchens and bathrooms. Call: 
07793 747829 / 01543 300444. 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 

LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Plastering, Slabbing and Roofing. 
01902 683100 or 07935 906384. 


MADE-TO-MEASURE 

BLINDS SALE 



MEASURING & FITTING INCLUDED 

BLINDS I CURTAINS I SHUTTERS I CARPETS 


HILLARYS 



CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 



I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 

ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

^ house clearances^ 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 

ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

kitchen fitters 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

lock services ^ 

LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 

painters / ^ 

^ decorators 

A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 
C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 
LADY DECORATOR, full house or 
one wall - to customer requirments. 
For a quote call 07522 643706. 

^ plans prepared 'j 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

plastering ^ 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 694516 

D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 

M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.MarkorSara: 07741 770897 
MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 075T9 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

plumbing & ^ 

v heating 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING. All 

gas work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms: 01922 660410 

GAS CENTRAL HEATING Central 
heating and Boiler changes. Gas 
Safe, Free Quotes: 07497 826697. 
PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or larae. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

^ removals ^ 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 

FURNITURE REMOVALS We beat 
any quote, full or part loads, all 
areas. Call Keith on 07867 862227. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


<T REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 


SKIPSO 


Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery laster than a phone call!!! J 
Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 



“Thanks to 
our Classified 
advertising in the 
Express & Star we 
are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us!” 

Grinsells Skip Hire. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call: 01922 
711411 (option 2) or 07592 940556. 

60LDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 


"\ 
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Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



Business & 
l Farming 



UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 
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NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

ONE BED FLAT Great Wyrley, 
ample parking. No DSS / pets. 
£400pcm. 07540 633584. 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


(VQGGB 208020 

J9accommodation.com 


properties wanted 


WE PAY 100% of purchase price 


Sell your HOUSE-SIMPLE 

You agree the price, we buy the house. 

♦ NOAGENTSFEES I COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 39 


BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 



FOR YOUR 

HOUSE • Any Condition 

mmjFj jjn 

open 24 hours 


a day 7 days a week subject to terms ^ 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 



4 


For great business results call 

01902 319191 


“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 
Black Country Homes 

Classified Ids 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


Classified ds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 

With solutions to suit... 
you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION I PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
0121 405 0767 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 




ADMIN/RECEPTION/ 
GENERAL OFFICE WORK 
WANTED 

For smart lady, 50, seeks perm/ 
temp role. Excellent references. 
Walsall & surrounding areas. 

07976 888820/01922 635813. 

goodman1921 @hotmail.co.uk 



MECHANICALLY BIASED 


ENGINEER 

with good fault finding / 
welding & fabricating 
capabilities & full knowledge of 
pneumatics / hydraulics 
required. 

ELECTRICALLY BIASED 
NEED NOT APPLY 

£26,000 and overtime 
(circa £30k) 

Tipton area 

Send CV to: 


admin. ramsdens@ 
btconnect.com 



courses 


BIRMINGHAM: 21-22 JUNE 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 15-16 JULY 


Accredited 

ocn 



Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


More info CfOrtHO/'O 

or to book: WWW. gC?U|JCH#C .COm 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD 


ADR COURSES WITH CRH 

Now back in the Black Country. 
From W/C 26th Sept 0121 3231777 


A 


Motoring 




BARGAIN 



NISSAN MICRA 

2000, 80,711 miles, silver, pas, 
sunroof, Stereo, MoT until June 
2017, 6 months tax 998cc 
petrol, three door hatchback. 
Ideal first car. 

£375 ono 
07765 605259. 



NISSAN MICRA 


2006, 52,630 Miles, Black , 
electric windows, 


PART TIME HGV FITTER For 

Leyland Dafs 2-6pm weekdays. 
Small workshop, Family company 
Tel 0121 557 0320. 



REF: DG/POF 
FEMALE 

PERSONAL ASSISTANT 

required by disabled lady in 
West Bromwich 
for assistance with daily living 
and personal care, domestic 
tasks and socialising 
(34 hours to be worked 
Monday to Saturday. 

Rate of pay £7.50 per hour) 
Experienced person preferred 
however, training will be given. 
Must be DBS checkedor 
willing to have one. 
Driving licence required. 
Please call 0121 558 5555 
for further details 
This advert complies with the 
Sex Discrimination Act of 1975 

FOREMAN, RIGGERS & 
FITTERS 

required for 

VANGUARD VML GROUP 
LTD 

New West Bromwich branch 

Established national Machine 
Moving Company seeking a 
full -time site team with an 
experienced machine moving 
background. 

Send up to date CV to 
tracey.martinez@ 
vmlgroup.co.uk 
or alternatively call 
Neil Kennell 07702 558941 


ALMERA PULSE 

2004,1500cc, silver. 

1 owner from new. 
Full service history MoT. 
Reliable, good runner. 

£450 ono. 

01543 459883 



FIAT SEICENTO 


2001, 58,000 miles, red, 
Michael Schumacher Ltd 
Edition, MoT July 2017, alloys, 
full service history, good runner. 

£500 ono. 


01902 751975. 



JAGUAR X TYPE SE 
2000 


Diesel, blue, all Jaguar extras, 
FSH, full MoT, 53 reg, excellent 
condition 


£1,195. 


07476 370671. 


airbag, MoT 

£1,200 ono. 
07875 584218. 



PEUGEOT307 


2006, 86,500 miles, silver, 
abs, electric windows, air bag, 
MoT May 2017, central locking, 
pas, alloys, Bluetooth CD, good 
condition. 

£1,495 ono. 
07753119044. 



ROVER 45TD 

2003. 

5 door hatchback. 

6 months MoT. 
PAS. E/W. A/C. 
CD player. 
Economical. 
Very good condition. 
Bargain at 
£380 ono. 
07845 953193. 



SEAT LEON SE TDI 


2003, full service history, 
excellent condition, 143,000 
miles, new cam belt, water 
pump, tyres, just fully serviced, 
MoT Oct 2017 
£1,150. 

Call 07403 052574 


GOOO RUNNER 


VOLVO S40 2.0 


WOOD GREEN 
ACADEMY 

Tel 0121 5564131 
www.woodgreenacademy.co.uk 


£52 


r 


Examination Invigilator 
Job Vacancies: 


T reg, 11 months MoT, 
excellent condition. 


Part time, casual posts dictated by the external examinations 
seasons (rota to be agreed with the Academy's Examinations 
Officer). Rates of pay dependant on levels of responsibility: 
Supervising Examinations Invigilators 
Some experience in organising and supervising examinations 
would be preferable. 

Local Government Service Pay Scale Band D SCP 20-25 (£9.97 
-£11.63)+ 13% 

Casual Examinations Invigilators 

Local Government Services Pay Scale Band C SCP 14-19 

(£8.54-£9.62)+ 13% 

Application packs for all the above are available on the 
school website. 

www.woodgreenacademy.co.uk 
Completed application forms can be emailed to 
admin@woodgreenacademy.co.uk with the subject line 
"Invigilator Vacancies", or, posted to the school marked, 
"Invigilator Vacancies". Please be clear to indicate on your 
application the type of invigilator you wish to apply for. 
Deadline: 9am on Tuesday 28th February 2017 
Interviews: TBC 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 


£400. 


07405 426386. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



CHEVROLET CAPTIVA LT 

2011, 78,000 miles, black, 
diesel, 5 door, manual, electric 
windows, air bag, alarm, central 
locking, pas, alloys, towbar. 
Good family car. 

£4,500 ono. 
07810130070. 



FIAT 5001.2 LOUNGE 


2012 manual, aircon, bluetooth 
connectivity, half leather inte¬ 
rior, alloy wheels, panoramic 
roof, start stop, 59,000 miles, 
FSH, 12 months MoT, excellent 
condition. 

£4,995. 

07960 995748. 



FORD CMAXZETEC 1.8 
PETROL 


Manual, grey, 59 plate, Ford 
serviced, new drive shafts, 
privacy glass, CL, heated front 
screens, average mileage, 
immaculate inside and out, any 
trial, MoT Oct 2017 

£4,000 ovno. 

01543 677842. 


HYUNDAI I301400CC 

2012,46,600 Miles, white, elec¬ 
tric windows, electric mirrors, 
air con, fsh, long MoT, central 
locking, pas, parking sensors 

£4,400 ono 
07948552962 



MINI COOPER 1.6 DIESEL 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 

DC/17/60195 Mr Kevin Rowen Former Car Park Removal of condition 

Alphia - Rowen Barnfield Road 10 (granting permission 

Holdings Limited Tipton to the applicant only) of 

DC/16/59247-Proposed 
industrial unit to house heat 
treatment equipment. 


This is a major application. 
DC/16/60108 Mr Karam Singh 
Karma Homes 
Limited 


54 Sandwell Road Demolition of existing 
West Bromwich commercial building and 
proposed 4 No. detached 4 
bed dwellings with detached 
garages and 6 No. terraced 
2/3 bed dwellings. 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBALO, Director - Regeneration and Economy 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Windmill Lane, Smethwick) (Temporary One-Way 
Operation) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding 
along Windmill Lane, Smethwick between the entrance to the Windmills Shopping Centre 
and Cape Hill other than in a northerly direction. The maximum duration is 18 months, 
but the work is expected to be completed by 12/02/17, effective from 12/02/17. 
Alternative route for south bound vehicles via Grove Lane and Cape Hill. Purpose - work 
to a T-mobile phone mast by Blade Access. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Messenger Road and High Street, Smethwick) 
(Temporary Road Closures) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from 
proceeding via Messenger Road, Smethwick (Oakfield Road - Thomas Street). Anticipated 
dates 13th February - 3rd March 2017. Traffic will be diverted via Thomas Street, Price 
Street, Cutler Street, Baldwin Street, George Ryder Road and vice-versa and also via 
Oakfield Road. Traffic will in addition be prohibited from entering High Street south of its 
junction of Newlands Green and from travelling in a southerly direction at this point. 
Southbound traffic will be diverted via Bearwood Road, Waterloo Road, Cape Hill and 
vice-versa. Anticipated dates 6th - 24th March 2017. The maximum duration is 
18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected 
to be completed by 24th March 2017, effective from 13th February 2017. Purpose - gas 
main renewal scheme by Balfour Beatty for National Grid Gas. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 


Special Edition Graphite. 

59 reg, 6 speed, air con, 
alloys, stop/start, Bluetooth, 
83,000 miles, fsh, immaculate 
condition. 

£4,995. 

Telephone 07977 939497. 



SUBARUIMPREZA 

2000, 38,300 Miles, 

Red Mica, electric windows, 
electric mirrors, fsh, alarm, 
long MoT, central locking, 
one owner, tax, Alloys, 

CD, spots 


The Borough Council of Sandwell (London Street, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along 
London Street, Smethwick from its junction with Grove Lane for a distance of 50 metres. 
Traffic will be diverted via Grove Lane, Cranford Street and vice-versa. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order 
is expected to be completed by 28/07/17, effective from 13/02/17. Purpose - works 
associated with the construction of the new Midland Metropolitan Hospital - Carillion 
Construction Ltd. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Tibbington Terrace, Tipton) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along 
Tibbington Terrace, Tipton. Traffic will be diverted via Newhall Street, High Street, Upper 
Church Lane, Salter Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the 
work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed 
by 31 /03/17, effective from 20/03/17. Purpose - repairs to a sewer by Severn Trent Water. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (High Street and Prince Street, Cradley Heath) 
(Temporary Road Closures) Order 2017 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from 
proceeding via the following roads in Cradley Heath: High Street (St Anne's Road - 
Newtown Lane), anticipated dates 13/02/17 - 10/03/17. Traffic will be diverted via 
Newtown Lane, Foxoak Street, St Anne’s Road and vice-versa. Prince Street (High Street 
- Pennant Road), anticipated dates 06/03/17 - 31/03/17. Traffic will be diverted via High 
Street, Corngreaves Road, Pennant Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 
18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected 
to be completed by 31/03/17, effective from 13/02/17. Purpose - gas main renewal 
scheme by Balfour Beatty for National Grid Gas. 


£9,995 ono. 
01384 377209. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 




CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



L 
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HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 





SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Chester Road, Oldbury) (Temporary Road Closure) 
Order 2017 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along Chester Road, 
Oldbury (Surrey Crescent - Crookhay Lane). Traffic will be diverted via Chester Road, 
Pembroke Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work 
necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 
10/03/17, effective from 16/02/17. Purpose - works to a gas main by Balfour Beatty 
for National Grid Gas. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Hillfields, Smethwick) (Temporary Road Closure) 
Order 2017 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along Hillfields, 
Smethwick. Traffic will be diverted via Thimblemill Road with access off the southern most 
entrance to Hillfields. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating 
a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 03/03/17, effective 
from 16/02/17. Purpose - works to a gas main by Balfour Beatty for National Grid Gas. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Hugh Road, Smethick) (Temporary Road Closure) 
Order 2017 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along Hugh Road, 
Smethwick (Auckland Road - Marion Road). Traffic will be diverted via Marion Road, 
Heather Road, Ernest Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but 
the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed 
by 26/02/17, effective from 26/02/17. Purpose - BT works by Callan Connect. 



A KIND AND CARING LADY 
LATE 60’S 


Tall, outgoing personality, 
seeks a tall caring, loyal gent, 
late 60’s who enjoys holidays, 
theatre, cinema and to share all 
the good things in life. 
Would appreciate photo 
(Returned). 

Box Number P20687, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

MALE, 65, ACTIVE, TALL, 
SLIM, DARK HAIR 

Considered attractive by 
Friends ! 

Own home and car. 

Good social life. 

WLTM smart, attractive lady for 
Friendship. 

Wythall / Redditch and 
surrounding areas. 

Box Number P20689, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 



































































































ROAD TEST 


MOTORING 


Breakthrough car from Peugeot 



Big headlights and an imposing grilled add to its stance The new 3008 SUV makes its SUV credentials obvious with extra length, height and ground clearance over the old 3008 


By Ian Donaldson 

WATCH out Audi - your reign as the world’s 
best automotive interior designers at 
a sensible price is under threat, from a 
perhaps unlikely source. 

You just need to slip into the driver’s seat 
of the new 3008 SUV from Peugeot to 
experience a bit of a revolution in looks and 
quality from this French car maker. 

First, you’ll spot the tiny but sculptured and 
leather wrapped steering wheel, with flattened 
top and bottom for a near grand prix cockpit 
feel. 

Then comes the style clincher, easily read 
over that little wheel’s upper edge, in the 
shape of a high definition screen stretching 
more than 30 centimetres and ready to 
change its looks at your bidding. 

Glance a little to your left and there sits, 
in a swanky alloy look frame, a dead ringer 
for an iPad, poised to tell you all about the 
heating controls or sound system or where 
you’re going on the map, if the 3008 you’ve 
chosen has sat nav on board. Peugeot calls 
this high tech fest an i-Cockpit and it comes 
as standard on every new 3008 SUV sold in 
the UK, starting at £21,795 - about £600 more 
than the outgoing model, but worth it. 

The new 3008 SUV (and those three letters 
are important) makes its SUV credentials 
obvious with extra length, height and ground 
clearance over the old non-SUV 3008. Big 
headlights and an imposing radiator grille add 
to the newcomer’s tough street stance. 

As well as an instrument panel you can 
personalise with different looks - favouring 
a huge scrolling map if you’re navigating 
somewhere, or putting the digital speed stage 


centre, for instance - there are delicious 
design touches everywhere. Take a row of 
push-keys to summon functions like radio, 
heating or navigation on the central screen. 
They might not be made of metal but they feel 
good enough for a Bentley, let alone an Audi. 

The front and rear wheels are further apart 
than previously, which ought to be good new 
for room in the rear. Well, not so good in fact. 


There’s plenty of headroom but a six-footer 
will ask for the seats ahead to be pushed a bit 
forward for a bit more knee room. Better news 
in the boot, which has increased to 591 litres 
(1,670 with rear seats folded) and there is still 
room for a narrow emergency spare wheel. 

As the range builds there will be a choice 
of 1.2 and 1.6 litre petrol and 1.6 and 2.0 litre 
diesels with auto transmissions an option on 


both fuels and likely to take a third of sales. 

There are four trim levels - Active, Allure, 

GT Line and GT and all of them have a suite 
of safety systems that include active brake 
safety that will put the brakes on if it senses a 
collision and you don’t react. 

Out for a drive in with a 120hp diesel (likely 
best seller) doing the work, its quietness at 
any speed impressed and the little steering 


wheel felt instantly comfortable, dispelling a 
long held prejudice that the only shape was 
round... 

There was enough punch to overtake a 
particularly meandering selection of drivers 
and journey’s end showed 50.4mpg on the 
high clarity dash, so it’s decently economical. 

It may just be the game changer Peugeot so 
badly wants to build. 



REGAL MOTORS (BILSTON) LTD 

Oxford Street, WOLVERHAMPTON, WV14 7DG 01902 353000 www.regal-bilston.co.uk 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km)forthe 108 Range are: Urban 52.3 - 56.5 (5.4 - 5.0), Extra Urban 74.3 - 78.5 (3.8 - 3.6), Combined 65.7 - 68.9 (4.3 - 4.1) and CO 2 99 - 95 (g/km). MPG figures 
are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. For the 208 Range are: Urban 39.8 - 78.5 (7.1 - 3.6), Extra Urban 61.4 - 
104.6 (4.6 - 2.7), Combined 50.4 - 94.2 (5.6 - 3.0) and CO 2 129 - 79 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road 
driving conditions. For the 308 Range are: Urban 34.9 - 80.7 (8.1 - 3.5), Extra Urban 57.6 - 97.4 (4.9 - 2.9), Combined 47.1 - 91.1 (6.0 - 3.1) and CO 2 139-82 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for 
comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only or visit peugeot.co.uk. To finance your lease we may introduce you to a limited number of lenders. #Passport Personal Lease: A guarantee may 
be required. Over 18s only. Regal Motors Ltd is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UK Ltd t/a Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Red hill, RH1 1QA. Finance subject to status. All 
offers available on qualifying vehicles ordered and registered between 01/01/17 and 31/03/17 or until such time as they may be withdrawn by Peugeot at its complete discretion. Peugeot 108 Active Active 3dr, customer initial rental £1213, optional final rental £4503. Peugeot 208 Active 
Active 1.2 5dr, customer initial rental £1759, optional final rental £4596. Peugeot 308 Active Active 1.2 Puretech 5dr, customer initial rental £2302, optional final rental £5252. 35 monthly rentals payable, 6,000 miles per annum. Excess mileage charges may apply. If you choose to pay 
the optional final rental, you can pay an annual rental equivalent to one of your monthly rentals butwillnotownthecar. Ownership is possible with Passport - ask us for details. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. Information correct at time of going to press.Visitpeugeot.co.uk 
for full product details. 
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MOTORING 


Kia Rio gets its 



For buyers, the supermini category has 
never been more important. Why? Because 
modern examples of the breed are now for 
the first time large enough to function as 
complete family cars. 

Take, for example, the model we’re looking 
at here, Kia’s fourth generation Rio. It’s as 
big as a turn of the century Astra or Focus 
from the Family Hatchback segment, the next 
pricier class up. More importantly, it’s the first 
really top class supermini the Korean brand 
has ever brought us. 

It’s a progression that anyone familiar with 
Kia will have been expecting. The first two 
generations of Rio were quite embarrassing 
but the MK3 model of 2011 was pretty class- 
competitive. When the wraps came off this 
fourth generation version in the autumn of 
2016 though, it was clear that it was going 
to be a bit more than that. Here’s a car that 
targets nothing less than the top of the 
segment in terms of the things that really 
matter to supermini buyers - styling, running 
costs and everyday practicality. 

The previous generation Rio model didn’t 
advance existing engine technology too 
much, so it’s good to see that Kia has made 
a bit more effort on this front this time round. 
Key to the line-up is the down-sized three 
cylinder 1.0-litre T-GDI petrol unit we first saw 
on the facelifted MK2 model cee’d family 
hatch, offered here - as there - with either 
98 or 118bhp power outputs, in both cases 
accompanied by 172Nm of torque. The 
lightweight nature of this T-GDI powerplant 
should benefit the Rio’s front-end handling, 
with less mass and inertia for the car to work 
against under cornering. Less sophisticated 



This Rio looks more distinctive 

are the 82bhp 1.25 and 90bhp 1.4-litre MPI 
petrol units, a comment also applicable to the 
1.4-litre diesel engine, which produces either 
69 or 88bhp. All engines apply power to the 
front wheels. There’s a five-speed manual 
transmission for the base 1.25-litre petrol unit 
and the 98bhp 1.0-litre T-GDI powerplant. 
Otherwise, you get a six-speed manual 

This Rio certainly looks more distinctive, the 
front end characterised by the latest evolution 
of Kia’s ‘tigernose’ grille, now thinner in height 
and wider across the front of the car, with a 
gloss black grille cover. 

Inside, the restyled cabin feels more up¬ 
market, helped by gloss black trim that lines 
the central section of a dashboard now more 
angled towards the driver. At the centre of 
the fascia is a high-resolution touchscreen. 
Below, the driver-oriented centre console 
features fewer buttons, with more ergonomic, 
concave switches and rotator dials below to 
control the heating and ventilation. Thanks 


The New Rio is 

to 10mm of extra wheelbase, there’s much 
more space to spread out inside - and more 
bootspace too, 325-litres of luggage room 
now on offer, about the same as you get in a 
Focus, despite the fact that this is a Fiesta- 
segment model. 

Don’t expect Rio pricing to change much, 
so as before, this car will sit in the £11,000 to 
£18,000 bracket. That might sound a lot but 
most variants will be sold in the £11,000 to 
£14,500 bracket, which makes it one of the 
most affordable Fiesta-sized superminis out 


the first top class supermini the Korean brand 

As before, equipment levels are strong. 
More affordable models get a ‘floating’ 
5.0-inch touchscreen audio system with six 
speakers. Buyers can also specify a 7.0-inch 
touchscreen infotainment and navigation 
system, with Kia Connected Services 
powered by TomTom, as well as Android 
Auto and Apple CarPlay for full smartphone 
integration. This Rio will be the first car in the 
B-segment to have USB ports in the front and 
rear of the cabin.As for safety, the Rio will 
be the first car in the B-segment to feature 


has ever brought ut 

‘AEB’ Autonomous Emergency Braking with 
pedestrian recognition’. 

It’s easy to see why Kia is one of the fastest 
growing car makers in the world, doubling 
its global sales over the last few years 
thanks to a range of models now seriously 
troubling the European market’s established 
players. Here’s another one that’ll add to their 
concerns, smartly styled and class-leadingly 
spacious and efficient. As a result, it can now 
competehead-on with its mainstream rivals 
and betters many of them. 
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YOU TEST DRIVE! 



KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE 
, LATEST MANUFACTURER 
v & DEALER OFT 
BY VISIT... 

' OUR SHOW.. 



DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 



expressandstar.com/drivetime 

















Anaesh Patel with New Zealand Test-playing batsman Ross Taylor 


Worcs batting coach Ron Headley has been an influence 


Anaesh runs shoulders with legendary West Indian fast bowler Michael Holding 



The teenager with bowling coach Kevin Lyons from Glamorgan 


Cricket prospect aims to 
have batsmen in a spin 


A CRICKETING prospect from Walsall is 
spinning his way to India after landing a 
scholarship experience - and will bring 
his talent to the Birmingham League 
next season. 

Anaesh Patel is one of just three nationwide 
winners who will be jetting over to Asia in 
March after success in the Southall Travel Spin 
Scholarship scheme. 

The competition, held for promising spinners be¬ 
tween the ages of 18 and 21 and not contracted to a 
First Class county outfit, was held at the Leicester¬ 
shire CCC Indoor Cricket Centre. 

And talented 21-year-old Patel, who got into the 
sport as a youngster with the help of a ‘cricket-crazy’ 
father, wants to make a splash in India before return¬ 
ing and unleashing his skills on the local scene. 

Settled 

The young hopeful has featured for a host of local 
sides in his junior years, cutting his teeth with Wol¬ 
verhampton, Walsall, West Bromwich Dartmouth, 
Staffordshire under-13s and Worcestershire un- 
der-17s. 

As an 18-year-old he left for Cardiff to study math¬ 
ematics at university, where he featured for Cardiff 
Cricket Club in the South Wales Premier League. 

Now studying risk management in Leicestershire 
and commuting from home, Patel is settled and ready 
to return to the West Midland’s scene for the 2017 
season - after he enjoys an all-expenses paid week- 
long spin scholarship in Mumbai. 

On winning the event - sponsored by Southall 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Lewis Cox 


“It’s important to spin the 
ball and make the batsman 
drive and also to have confi¬ 
dence in your bowling.” 


Travels and Club Cricket Conference - Patel said: “I 
am over the moon to have won the award especially 
as it was a national competition. 

“I am really looking forward to visiting India and 
gaining further experience on sub-continent pitches. I 
would like to thank to my bowling coach Kevin Lyons 
(Glamorgan CCC) and batting coach Ron Headley for 
the many hours they have spent developing my bowl¬ 
ing and batting skills. 

“It goes without saying that without the support 
of my parents this victory would not have been pos¬ 
sible.” 

As well as mixing it with the likes of experienced 
coach Lyons in Wales and former West Indies star 
Headley (Worcestershire batting coach), Patel has 
been able to rub shoulders with the likes of New Zea¬ 
land Test players Tom Latham and Ross Taylor and 
West Indian great fast bowler Michael Holding. 

Headley arranged the surprise visit of legendary 
paceman Holding, nicknamed ‘Whispering Death’, 


after Patel and his young team-mates had been 
wowed by the 2010 film ‘Fire in Babylon’ - an ode to 
when West Indies dominated world cricket. 

He was also invited to pit his wits against the Black 
Caps stars, with Patel bowling at Latham, Taylor and 
co in a star-studded net session. 

Patel’s dad Naresh, a Level 2 ECB qualified cricket 
coach, explained how his son would become transfixed 
with the game at an early age - watching stars on the 
television and trying to recreate scenes in the house, 
much to the annoyance of his wife. 

“We never pushed him but he was always into it 
and enjoyed it,” said Naresh. 

“He’s worked hard in everything he has done and 
cricket is the same. 

Surreal 

“We’re already looking for a local team for Anaesh 
to play with next season after the trip to Mumbai. It 
will be his first time out there and to go on a scholar¬ 
ship there will be amazing for him.” 

Anaesh hopes to still make the grade in profes¬ 
sional cricket, citing his risk management degree as 
an option to fall back on. 

“Initially I wanted to be a batsman, but soon no¬ 
ticed that I could turn the ball so I was encouraged to 
bowl leg spin and have never looked back,” said the 
youngster. 

“I really couldn’t believe it that I had won. It was 
totally surreal and I am really looking forward to 
going to India. 

“I think it’s important to spin the ball and always 
make the batsman drive and also to have confidence 
in your bowling and skill levels.” 



Anaesh has also had the chance to meet New Zealand batsman Tom Lathan 


Anaesh, his father and brother with ‘Whispering Death’, aka West Indian paceman Holding 
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Town up to 
fourth after 
derby win 

TIPTON Town FC scored a goal in the 
dying moments to edge out fellow Black 
Country outfit Darlaston Town FC 1874 
1-0 in the West Midlands League Divi¬ 
sion One. 

Rob Hill scored three minutes from 
time to give his side the bragging rights 
and push them up to fourth in the table. 

Goalkeeper Aaron Morris dropped the 
ball in the 88th minute, after catching 
Hill’s cross, and the ball rolled over the 
line. 

Darlaston player-coach Mark Swann 
called the loss a ‘cruel blow’. His team 
sit in seventh in the table. 

The derby was brimming with passion 
and commitment and the full time result 
saw Tipton secure the seasonal double 
over their neighbours. 

Darlaston enjoyed the better start 
which saw Lewis Taylor Boyce’s six- 
yard shot, in the first minute, saved by 
Tipton goalkeeper Mark Brach. Michael 
Nelson and Joshua Carvel also missed 
good chances for Darlaston. 

Tipton held strong at the back where 
Paul Henley and Jamie Moore mar¬ 
shalled superbly. 

In the second half, the game became 
more stretched with Tipton able to find 
more space. 

A draw looked on the cards but when 
Hill sent a high cross into the goal area, 
Morris caught the ball but agonisingly 
dropped it and it rolled over the line. 

Swann said: “I thought we were excel¬ 
lent in the first half and it was our best 
45 minutes for some time. 

“I thought we deserved to be in front 
at half-time but we missed chances and 
wanted too many touches in and around 
the penalty area. Morris has been excel¬ 
lent for us all season. 

“You can count his mistakes this sea¬ 
son on one hand. Unfortunately his mis¬ 
take cost us a goal but that is part and 
parcel of the game.” 

Fletcher arrows in 
on Europa League 
place for Baggies 

SKIPPER Darren Fletcher has outlined 
his European dream for Albion and chal¬ 
lenged them to chase down Everton. 

Before Tuesday night’s game at Mid¬ 
dlesbrough, the Baggies were sitting four 
points behind the seventh-placed Toffees 
and a possible Europa League place. 

Ambitious Fletcher reckons overhaul¬ 
ing Ronald Koeman’s team should be the 
target between now and the end of the 
season. 

“It’s a long way away yet and we have 
to take small steps but I’m a dreamer 
and it’s possible if we can continue the 
way we’re going,” he said. 

“Everton are still four points ahead 
and the top six are outside our range. 
You’ve always got to be looking up.” 

Fletcher, who won the European Cup 
with Manchester United, does not be¬ 
lieve the Europa League would prove an 
unwanted distraction. 

“People talk about how it can affect 
your season, playing Thursday/Sunday,” 
he said. “You ask any of our fans, I’m 
sure they would be excited for a Euro¬ 
pean night. I’d be very surprised if they 
weren’t.” 


Visionary Vic led football revolution 



Vic Buckingham as Albion boss 


THEY didn’t know it at the time but today (Thursday) 
marks the anniversary of the day Albion appointed a 
manager that would go onto shape the foundations of 
football across the world. 

On February 2, 1953, Vic Buckingham left Bradford 
Park Avenue to replace Jesse Carver as Albion boss. In 
his first season, he steered Albion to a fourth-placed fin¬ 
ish in the top flight, writes Joe Masi. 

But in his second campaign, Buckingham signed the 
likes of Maurice Setters, Graham Williams, Bobby Rob¬ 
son and Derek Kevan and the Baggies came a whisker 
away from winning the League and Cup double. They 
were pipped to the First Division title by arch-rivals 
Wolves but beat Preston to win the FA Cup. But after 


failing to top Wolves, Buckingham left Albion in 1959. 
Ajax came calling and they won the Eredivisie title in 
1959-60. 

Buckingham returned to England, managing Sheffield 
Wednesday. But he was enticed back to the Dutch gi¬ 
ants for a second time in 1964, handing a certain Johan 
Cruyff his debut. 

Buckingham was replaced by Rinus Michels a year 
later, but laid the foundations for Michels and Cruyff to 
go on and dominate with their ‘Total Football’ approach. 

Buckingham was named Barcelona boss in 1969, 
winning the Copa Del Rey in his second year. A back 
problem cut short his stay, but his parting shot was to 
recommend the signing of Cruyff. 


WIN CAN'T MAKE 
SUMMERS' DAY 


Stepping out before big fight 



From left, Connor Parker, Brad Foster, Lennox Clarke and Josh Stokes at the Banks’s 


Wednesbury RUFC 22 Church Stretton 7 

WEDNESBURY needed to get 
back on track after the previ¬ 
ous week’s disaster - and did 
so at the expense of Church 
Stretton. 

When the sides met earlier in the 
season Wednesbury ran out comforta¬ 
ble winners by 39 points to 12. 

It was essential Wednesbury repeated that per¬ 
formance, and although they achieved that aim, 
to complete the double, it was not to the coach’s 
liking. 

Wednesbury started well in appalling condi¬ 
tions and were the dominant side in all areas. 
They took the lead after 10 minutes, Matt Dale 
picking the ball up from the back of the driving 
maul and diving over for the try, Dan Till added 
the conversion. 

Wednesbury’s forwards dominated their op¬ 
ponents allowing their backs to attack the visi¬ 
tors’ defence. This paid dividends allowing Lee 
Allwood to finish a move to go over for the second 
try, no conversion. 

Copycat 

Within 10 minutes of the restart, Dale, with 
a copycat move scored his second and Wednes¬ 
bury’s third try, again not converted. 

Wednesbury increased their lead with the best 
try of the game, Ben Baker won the ball halfway 
into the visitors’ half, ran at the defence, evading 
defenders and even handing off one tackle to go 
over for the try, no conversion. 

With the bonus point in the bag Wednesbury 
took their foot off the gas, allowing the visitors 
more space and opportunity to take the game to 
the home side. With ten minutes remaining their 
efforts paid off. A mix up in the Wednesbury de¬ 
fence allowed them through to score a try under 
the posts, they then added the conversion. 

Coach Gary Summers said: “It was a good win 
but we are still not playing as well as we can. We 
need to do better.” 

Wednesbury return to league action the Febru¬ 
ary 11 with an away game at Essington, ko 2-15. 

Wednesbury 2nds beat Willenhall 2nds 17-0 
with from two tries by Chris Lister and two con¬ 
versions and a penalty from Steve Worthy. 


HALESOWEN boxer Lennox Clarke trod the 
Banks’s Stadium turf ahead of topping the bill 
at the Walsall FC venue next month. 

The super middleweight will headline Errol 
Johnson’s four-fight ‘Battleground’ bill on 
February 17. 

Three other fighters, Lichfield flyweight 
Brad Foster, Swadlincote super lightweight 
Connor Parker and West Bromwich light heav¬ 
yweight Josh Stokes, joined him in making a 
half-time appearance during the Saddlers’ 3-1 
win over Bristol Rovers. 

The quartet handed out certificates to Wal¬ 
sall’s Academy Players of the Month from un- 
der-9s to under-16s. Baggies fan Clarke said: “I 


enjoy fighting at Walsall. It’s a good venue and 
the fans are close to the action. I always get a 
good reception from the football fans too.” 

Clarke tops the bill in an eight-round contest 
against 28-year-old Pole Bartlmiej Gaftka. 

Foster takes part in a six round contest, 
though scheduled opponent Brett Fidoe is no 
longer available. Parker steps in against for¬ 
mer English title challenger Liam Richards, 
while Stokes, brother of unbeaten middle¬ 
weight Tom, will debut at light heavyweight 
against Lincoln’s Mitch Mitchell. 

Standard tickets are £35, available by calling 
the boxers, or £60 VIP tickets for tables of 10, 
with two-course meal. Call 01922 651 414/416. 


Paddock in 
ring return 
on home soil 

LIFE after Priory Park Boxing Club be¬ 
gins with a fight date at Walsall Town 
Hall on Saturday March 4 for hometown 
hero Luke Paddock and Ricky Summers. 

The pro section at Priory Park has 
been dissolved going into the new year 
as the gym focuses on its amateurs. 

That left Paddock, from Bloxwich, 
and Tipton’s Summers without a corner. 
Summers has signed a management deal 
with Errol Johnson, with Paddock on his 
own turf topping the No Guts, No Glory 
bill in an eight-rounder. 

The former Midlands super light¬ 
weight champion, aged 25, is chasing a 
rematch with nemesis Andy Keates, who 
has twice failed in steps up to the Eng¬ 
lish title, for those area honours. 

Summers was knocking on the door of 
national honours at light heavyweight 
at the start of last year, but a stop-start 
2016 halted his progress. The 29-year- 
old has now taken ex-pro Richard Ghent 
as his main coach and will train out of 
Ghent’s RG Box Fit base in Bilston. 

Also on the card are the undefeated 
Tom Stokes, from West Bromwich, 
Manny ‘Pac Man’ Zaber, of Old Hill and 
Wolverhampton’s Kyle Williams, 24. 

Johnson also bloods two new debu¬ 
tants, Lauren Johnson, also from Wol¬ 
verhampton and West Bromwich’s 
Dwain Grant. 

Now 32, ‘the Black Widow’ is coming 
into the pro game as a middleweight 
after learning her craft at the Wodens- 
borough and Walsall Wood clubs. Grant, 
meanwhile, nicknamed ‘Cheeky’, could 
be a surprise package, coming from the 
unlicensed circuit. 

The card is completed by heavyweight 
Dilly Singh, a prospect from Coventry 
with two points wins to his credit, and 
Brummie bantamweight Ijaz Ahmed. 
Tickets are £30 and £60 ringside on 0845 
111 2900. 

Peace paid £2m in 
final year at helm 

FORMER owner Jeremy Peace paid 
himself almost £2 million for his last 
year at the Baggies - an £833,000 rise 
on his wage bill the previous year. 

Accounts filed at Companies House 
by the club’s holding company reveal 
Mr Peace was paid £1.95m for the 12 
months to the end of June. In August he 
agreed the sale of his 88 per cent stake 
to Guochuan Lai for £175m. 

A halving in the profit made on player 
sales saw pre-tax profit at West Brom¬ 
wich Albion Holdings fall to £4.8m from 
£7.6m. Falling attendances knocked 
£280,000 off gate receipt income, down 
to £7.7m, dwarfed by television revenue. 
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